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I don't understand it; I don't in the least understand why men can't live without
wars. How is it that we women don't want anything of the kind, don't need it?

Tolstoy's epic masterpiece intertwines the lives of private and public individuals
during the time of the Napoleonic wars and the French invasion of Russia. The
fortunes of the Rostovs and the Bolkonskys, of Pierre, Natasha, and Andrei, are
intimately connected with the national history that is played out in parallel with
their lives. Balls and soirées alternate with councils of war and the machinations
of statesmen and generals, scenes of violent battles with everyday human
passions in a
work whose extraordinary imaginative power has never been surpassed. The
prodigious cast of characters, both great and small, seem to act and move as if
connected by threads of destiny as the novel relentlessly questions ideas of free
will, fate, and providence. Yet Tolstoy's portrayal of marital
relations and scenes of domesticity is as truthful and poignant as the grand
themes that underlie them.

In this definitive and highly acclaimed Maude translation, Tolstoy's genius and
the power of his prose are made newly available to the contemporary reader. In
addition this edition includes a new introduction by Amy Mandelker, revised and
expanded notes, lists of fictional and historical characters, a chronology of
historical events, five maps, and Tolstoy's essay 'Some Words about War and
Peace'.
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I don't understand it; I don't in the least understand why men can't live without wars. How is it that we
women don't want anything of the kind, don't need it?

Tolstoy's epic masterpiece intertwines the lives of private and public individuals during the time of the
Napoleonic wars and the French invasion of Russia. The fortunes of the Rostovs and the Bolkonskys, of
Pierre, Natasha, and Andrei, are intimately connected with the national history that is played out in parallel
with their lives. Balls and soirées alternate with councils of war and the machinations of statesmen and
generals, scenes of violent battles with everyday human passions in a
work whose extraordinary imaginative power has never been surpassed. The prodigious cast of characters,
both great and small, seem to act and move as if connected by threads of destiny as the novel relentlessly
questions ideas of free will, fate, and providence. Yet Tolstoy's portrayal of marital
relations and scenes of domesticity is as truthful and poignant as the grand themes that underlie them.

In this definitive and highly acclaimed Maude translation, Tolstoy's genius and the power of his prose are
made newly available to the contemporary reader. In addition this edition includes a new introduction by
Amy Mandelker, revised and expanded notes, lists of fictional and historical characters, a chronology of
historical events, five maps, and Tolstoy's essay 'Some Words about War and Peace'.
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Editorial Review

Review
'there are pages of useful information making this volume the ideal vehicle to introduce the general reader to
Tolstoy's epic ... the whole novel is here contained in one single volume ... so well bound that it will lie open
at any page - an admirable quality in any book but rare to find in a paperback' Jean Fyfe, Scottish Slavonic
Review, No. 20, 1993

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Russian

About the Author
Henry Gifford, former Professor of English and Comparative Literature, Bristol University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brad Bennett:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book War and Peace (Oxford World's
Classics Hardback Collection). All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Peggy Mitchum:

Precisely why? Because this War and Peace (Oxford World's Classics Hardback Collection) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Richard Sauls:

This War and Peace (Oxford World's Classics Hardback Collection) is completely new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting



knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this War and
Peace (Oxford World's Classics Hardback Collection) can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Gary Campbell:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and War and Peace (Oxford World's Classics Hardback Collection)
or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes War and Peace (Oxford World's Classics Hardback Collection) to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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