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First published in 1951 Arnold Hausers commanding work presents an account
of the development and meaning of art from its originsin the Stone Age through
to the Film Age. Exploring the interaction between art and society, Hauser
effectively details social and historical movements and sketches the frameworks
in which visual art is produced.

This new edition provides an excellent introduction to the work of Arnold
Hauser. In his general introduction to The Social History of Art, Jonathan Harris
asseses the importance of the work for contemporary art history and visual
culture. In addition, an introduction to each volume provides a synopsis of
Hausers narrative and serves as a critical guide to the text, identifying major
themes, trends and arguments.
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Editorial Review

Review

Unrivalled in its scope and ambition, Arnold Hauser's classic study can be placed alongside the writings of
Schapiro, Walfflin, and Panofsky as a critical contribution to the development of the history of art as
discipline.

—Alan Wallach, College of William and Mary

Thisis an exciting, an irritating, a scholarly and an absolutely indispensable book.
—Art News and Reviews

The work is athoroughly significant and eminently debatable contribution to art history and intellectual
history...Every library serving studentsin the arts and the history of art should have a copy of Hauser's
history.

—Choice, June 2000

Hauser's work repays reading because it was and remains the only comprehensive scholarly synthesis of the
history of art from the perspective of historical materialism.
-Whitney Davies

About the Author

Arnold Hauser was born in Hungary and studied literature and the history of art at the universities of
Budapest, Vienna, Berlin and Paris. In 1921 he returned to Berlin to study economics and sociology under
Ernst Troeltsch. From 1923 to 1938 he lived in Vienna where he began work on The Social History of Art.
Helived in London from 1938 until 1977, when he returned to his native Hungary. He died in Budapest in
1978. Jonathan Harrisis Senior Lecturer in Art History and Critical Theory at the University of Keele. Heis
the author of Federal Art and National Culture: The Politics of Identity in New Deal America (1995), co-
author of Modernism in Dispute: Art Since The Forties (1993) and co-editor of Art in Modern Culture: An
Anthology of Critical Texts (1992).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Susan Arnold:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take awalk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Social History of Art (4
Volume Set)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different
opinion?

Cicely Silber:

The Social History of Art (4 Volume Set) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us



recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Socia History of Art (4 Volume
Set) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial
imagining.

Molly Salazar:

The book untitled The Social History of Art (4 Volume Set) contain alot of information on it. The writer
explains your girlfriend ideawith easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author
givesyou in the new age of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice go through.

Regina Hash:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book
The Social History of Art (4 Volume Set). Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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