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“Heterosexuality,” assumed to denote a universal sexual and cultural norm, has
been largely exempt from critical scrutiny. In this boldly original work, Jonathan
Ned Katz challenges the common notion that the distinction between
heterosexuality and homosexuality has been a timeless one.  Building on the
history of medical terminology, he reveals that as late as 1923, the term
“heterosexuality” referred to a "morbid sexual passion," and that its current usage
emerged to legitimate men and women having sex for pleasure. Drawing on the
works of Sigmund Freud, James Baldwin, Betty Friedan, and Michel Foucault,
The Invention of Heterosexuality considers the effects of heterosexuality’s
recently forged primacy on both scientific literature and popular culture.

 “Lively and provocative.”—Carol Tavris, New York Times Book Review

 “A valuable primer . . . misses no significant twists in sexual politics.”—Gary
Indiana, Village Voice Literary Supplement

 “One of the most important—if not outright subversive—works to emerge from
gay and lesbian studies in years.”—Mark Thompson, The Advocate
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Katz (Gay American History) argues that heterosexuality is a social construct rather than a natural,
unambiguous given. He notes that the terms heterosexual and homosexual were coined in 1868 by German
sex-law reformer Karl Maria Kertbeny and did not gain wide currency until the early 20th century. Katz
contends that heterosexuality as a universal, presumed, normative ideal was invented by men, such as
Kertbeny, Sigmund Freud and German psychiatrist Richard von Krafft-Ebing. Prior to the late 19th century,
he maintains, the social universe was not polarized into "hetero" and "homo." The examples he cites in
support of his thesis-ancient Greece, the new England colonies (1607-1740) and the U.S. between 1820 and
1850-do not substantiate Katz's claims. Nevertheless, this often provocative work challenges rigid notions of
gender identity, building on the ideas of French historian Michel Foucault and on feminist critiques of
heterosexuality by Betty Friedan, Kate Millett, Adrienne Rich and others.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Although we take for granted that heterosexuality is and has always been the sexual norm, historian Katz
reexamines the constructions of sexual identity and postulates that heterosexuality has a history that has
heretofore never been analyzed and that "such privileging of the norm accedes to its domination." Tracing
the first appearance of the terms heterosexual and homosexual in 1868 in Germany, the author of Gay
American History (LJ 12/15/76) analyzes the changes in usage in dictionaries, medical journals, and a wide
variety of other published sources. Carefully building his argument using Richard von Krafft-Ebing's and
Sigmund Freud's seminal theories in the creation of heterosexuality, he goes on to challenge such influential
figures as Alfred Charles Kinsey, Betty Friedan, and Michel Foucault. This provocatively original research,
recalling similar problematizations of race, gender, and other seemingly immutable, ahistorical constructs, is
complemented by Gore Vidal's foreword and Lisa Duggan's afterword. For informed readers.
James E. Van Buskirk, San Francisco P.L.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Katz's thoughtful, scholarly book examines the words heterosexual and homosexual both of which are
scarcely 100 years old--and presents heterosexuality as a historical social convention rather than as a natural,
eternal given. In arguing that these categorical terms are historical and thus changeable, Katz reminds us that
until very recently, sex was considered mostly functional, urgently needed for procreation in order to
populate fledgling American settlements. He then scrutinizes Freud's influence as a sex theorist who changed
the image of woman from her nineteenth-century idealization as the "angel in the house" to one in which lack
of erotic response constituted mental illness. Moving beyond Freud, he takes us through the twentieth
century, stressing the conservatism of the 1940s and 1950s before coming eventually to the churning 1990s,
when a theatrical review titled Heterosexuals in Crisis summarizes the "general sense of a different-sex
erotic emergency." Along the way, he cites such sex theorists as Kate Millett, Ti-Grace Atkinson, and Michel
Foucault, weaving them into his controversial, readable discourse. Whitney Scott

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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James Bass:

The book The Invention of Heterosexuality make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Invention of Heterosexuality being
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a book The Invention of
Heterosexuality. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals.
So , how do you think about this e-book?

Donald Rose:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this The Invention of Heterosexuality, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Samual Larkin:

The Invention of Heterosexuality can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Invention of Heterosexuality
nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of
crucial imagining.

Linda Henderson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their interest.
They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Invention of Heterosexuality can make you feel more interested to read.
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