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Spanning four centuries and six continents, James' masterpiece examines the
imperial experience and its legacy with tremendous insight and finesse. His
original work has now been abridged and illustrated in full color throughout with
over 400 meticulously researched photographs, paintings, maps and portraits to
create a comprehensive and visually stunning portrait of the era.

Great Britain's geopolitical role has undergone many radical changes over the last
four centuries. Once a maritime superpower and ruler of half the world, Britain
now occupies an isolated position as an economically fragile island often at odds
with her European neighbors. Spanning the years from 1600 to the present day,
this critically acclaimed book combines detailed scholarship with readable
popular history.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The range, sweep and sheer verve of the book are prodigious . . . a masterpiece."--A. N. Wilson

"With a superb history of a mammoth subject [James'] writing career has reached its apogee."--Andrew
Roberts, The Times

"James never loses sight of his grand design, yet he stills finds room for the telling detail which illuminates
and enriches a narrative."--Philip Zeigler, Daily Telegraph

"His feeling for historical detail cannot be faulted and is made more engaging by his scholarship and
infectious enthusiasm for the subject . . . A thumping good read."--Trevor Royle, Scotland on Sunday

"James' epic is not only a first-rate narrative, but also a penetrating portrait of the British . . . Having largely,
if often inadvertently, selfishly or ham-fistedly, engineered the world we live in, we need the courage now to
face up to our record as cooly and intelligently as Lawrence James has done."--John Spurling, Times Literary
Supplement

About the Author

Lawrence James studied History and English at York University and subsequently undertook a research
degree at Merton College, Oxford. Following a career as a teacher, he became a full-time writer in 1985, and
is the author of The Golden Warrior: The Life and Legend of Lawrence of Arabia, Imperial Warrior: The
Life and Times of Field Marshal Viscount Allenby, and the acclaimed Raj: The Making and Unmaking of
British India. He now lives in St. Andrews.

Helen Lownie read History at Exeter University and later studied law in Oxford. She has worked in
publishing, education, and human rights, and lived abroad for several years. She is now based in Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charlotte Maas:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The Illustrated Rise
and Fall of the British Empire? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
additional opinion?



Sarah Jackson:

The book The Illustrated Rise and Fall of the British Empire give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Illustrated Rise and
Fall of the British Empire being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up
and read a book The Illustrated Rise and Fall of the British Empire. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

William Tietjen:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Illustrated Rise and Fall of the British Empire book is readable
through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of The
Illustrated Rise and Fall of the British Empire content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you even
now thinking The Illustrated Rise and Fall of the British Empire is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Danica Johnson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This e-book The Illustrated Rise and Fall of the British Empire was filled with regards to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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