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In The Sleepwalkers and The Act of Creation Arthur Koestler provided
pioneering studies of scientific discovery and artistic inspiration, the twin
pinnacles of human achievement. The Ghost in the Machine looks at the dark
side of the coin: our terrible urge to self-destruction...

 

Could the human species be a gigantic evolutionary mistake? To answer that
startling question Koestler examines how experts on evolution and psychology
all too often write about people with an ‘antiquated slot-machine model based on
the naively mechanistic world-view of the nineteenth century. His brilliant
polemic helped to instigate a major revolution in the life sciences, yet its
‘glimpses of an alternative world-view’ form only the background to an even
more challenging analysis of the human predicament. Perhaps, he suggests, we
are a species in which ancient and recent brain structures - or reason and emotion
- are not fully co-ordinated. Such in-built deficiencies may explain the paranoia,
violence and insanity that are central strands of human history. And however
disturbing we find such issues, Koestler contends, it is only when we face our
limitations head-on that we can hope to find a remedy.
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In The Sleepwalkers and The Act of Creation Arthur Koestler provided pioneering studies of scientific
discovery and artistic inspiration, the twin pinnacles of human achievement. The Ghost in the Machine looks
at the dark side of the coin: our terrible urge to self-destruction...

 

Could the human species be a gigantic evolutionary mistake? To answer that startling question Koestler
examines how experts on evolution and psychology all too often write about people with an ‘antiquated slot-
machine model based on the naively mechanistic world-view of the nineteenth century. His brilliant polemic
helped to instigate a major revolution in the life sciences, yet its ‘glimpses of an alternative world-view’
form only the background to an even more challenging analysis of the human predicament. Perhaps, he
suggests, we are a species in which ancient and recent brain structures - or reason and emotion - are not fully
co-ordinated. Such in-built deficiencies may explain the paranoia, violence and insanity that are central
strands of human history. And however disturbing we find such issues, Koestler contends, it is only when we
face our limitations head-on that we can hope to find a remedy.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Poston:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Ghost in
the Machine, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Joshua Cameron:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This reserve The Ghost in the Machine was filled with regards to science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.

John Damm:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Ghost in the Machine can make you experience more interested
to read.

Allen Yopp:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the



world. By book The Ghost in the Machine we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To
get creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life by this book The Ghost in the Machine. You can more attractive
than now.
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