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Drawing on extensive field work in Nicaragua and Argentina, as well as public
opinion and elite data, Leslie E. Anderson's Social Capital in Developing
Democracies explores the contribution of social capital to the process of
democratization and the limits of that contribution. Anderson finds that in
Nicaragua, strong, positive, bridging social capital has enhanced democratization
while in Argentina the legacy of Peronism has created bonding and non-
democratic social capital that perpetually undermines the development of
democracy. Faced with the reality of an anti-democratic form of social capital,
Anderson suggests that Argentine democracy is developing on the basis of an
alternative resource - institutional capital. Anderson concludes that social capital
can and does enhance democracy under historical conditions that have created
horizontal ties among citizens, but that social capital can also undermine
democratization where historical conditions have created vertical ties with
leaders and suspicion or non-cooperation among citizens.
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Drawing on extensive field work in Nicaragua and Argentina, as well as public opinion and elite data, Leslie
E. Anderson's Social Capital in Developing Democracies explores the contribution of social capital to the
process of democratization and the limits of that contribution. Anderson finds that in Nicaragua, strong,
positive, bridging social capital has enhanced democratization while in Argentina the legacy of Peronism has
created bonding and non-democratic social capital that perpetually undermines the development of
democracy. Faced with the reality of an anti-democratic form of social capital, Anderson suggests that
Argentine democracy is developing on the basis of an alternative resource - institutional capital. Anderson
concludes that social capital can and does enhance democracy under historical conditions that have created
horizontal ties among citizens, but that social capital can also undermine democratization where historical
conditions have created vertical ties with leaders and suspicion or non-cooperation among citizens.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book provides a masterful analysis of political development in the cases of Argentina and Nicaragua.
The analysis links citizen participation and institutional development in a novel way that shows how mass
movements can establish enduring patterns of relationships between citizens and the state. The writing
demonstrates the great depth of Leslie E. Anderson's knowledge of the two countries and the strength of her
command of the political and historical literature on them."
- Lisa Baldez, Dartmouth College

"An unconventional comparison . . . chock-full of surprising and original arguments about the origins and
varieties of social capital and the lasting legacies of nineteenth-century state-making."
- Nancy Bermeo, Nuffield College, University of Oxford

"In this excellent book, Leslie Anderson provides an engaging account - and offers a compelling explanation
- of the differences in the history, character, and quality of political development in Nicaragua and
Argentina. The analysis is both straightforward and clear and at the same time rich and complex. The
juxtaposition of the familiar concept of social capital with that of 'institutional' capital as alternative
underpinnings for democratization in the two countries is particularly insightful and provocative. The
extensive and careful research, which includes several types of empirical evidence, and the accompanying
interpretation Anderson offers makes the book a particularly intriguing intellectual statement. It should
appeal to a wide range of readers, within and beyond political science, interested in the social and structural
factors that shape democracy in various contexts."
- Rodney E. Hero, University of Notre Dame

"Anderson's careful comparative politics of Argentina and Nicaragua avoids facile answers. Do economic
development and social capital foster democracy? Not necessarily, as the reader discovers in these
theoretically sharp, empirically girded - but artful - case studies."
- Michael S. Lewis-Beck, University of Iowa

"Anderson examines political attitudes and political behavior in Nicaragua and Argentina from the 1990s
through 2007 via archival research, interviews, and public opinion surveys. Anderson's empirical analyses
mix municipal surveys in Bello Horizonts, Nicaragua, and La Matanza, Argentina, with national surveys
conducted as part of the Latinobarometer series. Recommended."
- C.H. Blake, James Madison University, Choice

About the Author
Leslie E. Anderson is a University of Florida Research Foundation Professor of Political Science at the
University of Florida. She is a scholar of democracy, popular politics and protest, and democratic
development. Professor Anderson is also the author of The Political Ecology of the Modern Peasant:
Calculation and Community and Learning Democracy: Citizen Engagement and Electoral Choice in
Nicaragua, 1990-2001 (with Lawrence C. Dodd), in addition to multiple journal articles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Cynthia Richards:

The experience that you get from Social Capital in Developing Democracies could be the more deep you
searching the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to know but Social Capital in Developing Democracies giving you excitement feeling
of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having that Social Capital in Developing Democracies instantly.

Rodney Wilson:

This book untitled Social Capital in Developing Democracies to be one of several books that will best seller
in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to
buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Richard Cassidy:

The book untitled Social Capital in Developing Democracies is the reserve that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You
also might get the e-book of Social Capital in Developing Democracies from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Larry Artz:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Social Capital in Developing Democracies to make
your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading.
Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and
examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the
book Social Capital in Developing Democracies can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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