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The architects of ancient Rome developed a vibrant and enduring tradition,
inspiring those who followed in their profession even to the present day. This
original book is the first to explore their approach to design. Mark Wilson Jones
draws on both new archaeological discoveries and his own analyzes of the
monuments to reveal how Roman architects went about the creative process.
Wilson Jones begins by outlining the state of knowledge regarding Roman
architects, Vitruvius in particular, as well as the dynamics of design as
illuminated by surviving architectural drawings and models. Then, in a series of
thematic chapters dedicated to the plan, the elevation, and the principal
distributive element of Roman buildings, the Corinthian column, he focuses on
underlying patterns of design that transcend function and typology. The success
of Roman architecture is shown to rest on a robust yet subtle synthesis of theory,
beauty, content, and practicality. At the same time, it maintains a vital
equilibrium between the apparently conflicting goals of rule and variety. The
next part of the book focuses on two singularly enigmatic monuments, Trajan’s
Column and the Pantheon, to illustrate how architects might bend principles to
circumstance. The author resolves long-standing controversies over their
conception, showing how both structures came to be modified after work on the
site had begun. Even the Romans’ mighty building machine had to come to terms
with the gap between ideals and the physical realities of construction.
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The architects of ancient Rome developed a vibrant and enduring tradition, inspiring those who followed in
their profession even to the present day. This original book is the first to explore their approach to design.
Mark Wilson Jones draws on both new archaeological discoveries and his own analyzes of the monuments to
reveal how Roman architects went about the creative process.
Wilson Jones begins by outlining the state of knowledge regarding Roman architects, Vitruvius in particular,
as well as the dynamics of design as illuminated by surviving architectural drawings and models. Then, in a
series of thematic chapters dedicated to the plan, the elevation, and the principal distributive element of
Roman buildings, the Corinthian column, he focuses on underlying patterns of design that transcend function
and typology. The success of Roman architecture is shown to rest on a robust yet subtle synthesis of theory,
beauty, content, and practicality. At the same time, it maintains a vital equilibrium between the apparently
conflicting goals of rule and variety. The next part of the book focuses on two singularly enigmatic
monuments, Trajan’s Column and the Pantheon, to illustrate how architects might bend principles to
circumstance. The author resolves long-standing controversies over their conception, showing how both
structures came to be modified after work on the site had begun. Even the Romans’ mighty building machine
had to come to terms with the gap between ideals and the physical realities of construction.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is an important work which throws new light on a number of aspects of Roman construction. It is well
illustrated by the author's own drawings, by reproductions from classical works on the subject, and by
excellent colour photographs."

From the Publisher
Winner of the 2002 Alice Davis Hitchcock Medallion, Winner of the 2001 Sir Banister Fletcher Award

From the Inside Flap
The architects of ancient Rome developed a vibrant and enduring tradition, inspiring those who followed in
their profession even to the present day. This original book is the first to explore their approach to design.
Mark Wilson Jones draws on both new archaeological discoveries and his own analyzes of the monuments to
reveal how Roman architects went about the creative process. Wilson Jones begins by outlining the state of
knowledge regarding Roman architects, Vitruvius in particular, as well as the dynamics of design as
illuminated by surviving architectural drawings and models. Then, in a series of thematic chapters dedicated
to the plan, the elevation, and the principal distributive element of Roman buildings, the Corinthian column,
he focuses on underlying patterns of design that transcend function and typology. The success of Roman
architecture is shown to rest on a robust yet subtle synthesis of theory, beauty, content, and practicality. At
the same time, it maintains a vital equilibrium between the apparently conflicting goals of rule and variety.
The next part of the book focuses on two singularly enigmatic monuments, Trajan's Column and the
Pantheon, to illustrate how architects might bend principles to circumstance. The author resolves long-
standing controversies over their conception, showing how both structures came to be modified after work
on the site had begun. Even the Romans' mighty building machine had to come to terms with the gap
between ideals and the physical realities of construction.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Rankins:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Principles of Roman Architecture will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Teresa Spillman:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Principles of Roman Architecture
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react when it



comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you may pick Principles of Roman Architecture become your current starter.

Edward White:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Principles of Roman Architecture will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Ann McLemore:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Principles of Roman Architecture was vibrant and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Principles of Roman Architecture has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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