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This book describes and discusses research methods for four alternative
paradigms. These methodologies are organized according to the stages of a
generalist model of social work practice. In my first book on Social Work
Research Methods (Morris, 2006) I introduced the idea that social workers can
carry out research in a more liberated fashion than is usually outlined in most
research methods text books. I gave a philosophical, theoretical, historical and
practical foundation for implementing research from four alternative
perspectives: positivism, post positivism, critical theory, and constructivism. As
well as introducing these paradigms, I integrated research methodologies with
social work practice by translating the steps of the generalist, social work,
practice model (engagement, assessment, planning, implementation, evaluation,
termination and follow up) into the research process (research focus, design, data
collection, data analysis, data interpretation, and communication and
dissemination of findings). I divided that book into four parts according to each
paradigm with a fifth part that addressed cross cutting issues such as ethics,
diversity, politics, and technology. This book updates and reorganizes these ideas
and methods so that the flow of the discussion more closely parallels the flow of
the research process. Instead of being organized according to the paradigms, it is
organized according to the stages of the research process. Also, to assist with
instruction on this new organization, there are additional resources that contain
power point slides, full texts of example student studies using these approaches,
test questions, and other supplementary materials. These can be accessed by
contacting me at tmorris@csusb.edu I have made these changes because, after
using my first book for a few years, I realized that starting with positivism and
ending with constructivism has left students who are keen to learn about critical
theory and constructivism “cooling their heels” for half of the course. Now, when
I integrate the four paradigms throughout the course, I offer a continual
comparison of those approaches as we learn about each stage of generalist
research methods. Having tried this with drafts of this book, I can honestly say
that classroom discussion has become more lively….and demanding.
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This book describes and discusses research methods for four alternative paradigms. These methodologies are
organized according to the stages of a generalist model of social work practice. In my first book on Social
Work Research Methods (Morris, 2006) I introduced the idea that social workers can carry out research in a
more liberated fashion than is usually outlined in most research methods text books. I gave a philosophical,
theoretical, historical and practical foundation for implementing research from four alternative perspectives:
positivism, post positivism, critical theory, and constructivism. As well as introducing these paradigms, I
integrated research methodologies with social work practice by translating the steps of the generalist, social
work, practice model (engagement, assessment, planning, implementation, evaluation, termination and
follow up) into the research process (research focus, design, data collection, data analysis, data interpretation,
and communication and dissemination of findings). I divided that book into four parts according to each
paradigm with a fifth part that addressed cross cutting issues such as ethics, diversity, politics, and
technology. This book updates and reorganizes these ideas and methods so that the flow of the discussion
more closely parallels the flow of the research process. Instead of being organized according to the
paradigms, it is organized according to the stages of the research process. Also, to assist with instruction on
this new organization, there are additional resources that contain power point slides, full texts of example
student studies using these approaches, test questions, and other supplementary materials. These can be
accessed by contacting me at tmorris@csusb.edu I have made these changes because, after using my first
book for a few years, I realized that starting with positivism and ending with constructivism has left students
who are keen to learn about critical theory and constructivism “cooling their heels” for half of the course.
Now, when I integrate the four paradigms throughout the course, I offer a continual comparison of those
approaches as we learn about each stage of generalist research methods. Having tried this with drafts of this
book, I can honestly say that classroom discussion has become more lively….and demanding.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
eresa Morris is from England via Australia. She worked in England and Australia as a teacher, community
worker and academic. She received her M.S.W. from the University of Hawaii and her Doctorate from UC,
Berkeley. She has written two books on research methods and published refereed articles on refugees,
research methods, professional education, and leadership. She is a professor Emerita at California State
University, San Bernardino where she has been a member of the faculty since 1989. For 12 years she was the
Director of the School of Social Work and currently she teaches research methods and directs the social work
distance learning program.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Clayton:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book Practice Informed Research Methods for Social
Workers seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Practice Informed Research Methods for Social
Workers is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
while using book Practice Informed Research Methods for Social Workers. You never feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Georgetta Watson:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Practice Informed Research Methods for Social Workers book is readable simply by
you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding
Practice Informed Research Methods for Social Workers content conveys thinking easily to understand by
lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So
, do you even now thinking Practice Informed Research Methods for Social Workers is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Faye Springer:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When



you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Practice
Informed Research Methods for Social Workers, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Catherine Gober:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Practice Informed
Research Methods for Social Workers that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how
they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, you can pick Practice Informed Research Methods for Social Workers become your own
personal starter.
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