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This compact introduction to Islam describes the essential aspects of Islam as a
living religion and social force. The book is organized around seven topics: the
life of Muhammad; Islamic political development and territorial expansion; the
important groupings of Islamic believers (Sunni, Shi‘ite, and Sufi); the Qur’an
(the Holy Book of Islam); Sunnah, Hadith (the record of the Prophet’s actions
and sayings), and Shari‘ah (the compilation of Islamic law); the five Articles of
Faith and the so-called Five Pillars of Islam that govern faith and action; and
other binding religious observances and festivals. The presentation of these seven
aspects of Islam strikes a balance between fact, tradition, current interpretation,
and commentary.

S. A. Nigosian underscores two fundamental points: that to understand Islam
properly, it is necessary to see it as a major faith tradition, with Muhammad as
the last of a series of messengers sent by God; and that to grasp the spirit of
Islam, one must recognize its emphasis on an uncompromising monotheism, with
strict adherence to certain social, political, and religious practices, as taught by
the Prophet and elaborated by tradition.
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This compact introduction to Islam describes the essential aspects of Islam as a living religion and social
force. The book is organized around seven topics: the life of Muhammad; Islamic political development and
territorial expansion; the important groupings of Islamic believers (Sunni, Shi‘ite, and Sufi); the Qur’an (the
Holy Book of Islam); Sunnah, Hadith (the record of the Prophet’s actions and sayings), and Shari‘ah (the
compilation of Islamic law); the five Articles of Faith and the so-called Five Pillars of Islam that govern faith
and action; and other binding religious observances and festivals. The presentation of these seven aspects of
Islam strikes a balance between fact, tradition, current interpretation, and commentary.

S. A. Nigosian underscores two fundamental points: that to understand Islam properly, it is necessary to see
it as a major faith tradition, with Muhammad as the last of a series of messengers sent by God; and that to
grasp the spirit of Islam, one must recognize its emphasis on an uncompromising monotheism, with strict
adherence to certain social, political, and religious practices, as taught by the Prophet and elaborated by
tradition.
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Editorial Review

Review

Nigosian (Univ. of Toronto) has written a remarkable book. Though one might quibble over the omission of
any meaningful discussion of fiqh (at least it's in the glossary) or object to glib treatment of some rather
controversial topics (the influence of the Night Journey and Ascension literature on Dante is not as cut and
dried as the author repeatedly asserts), this panoramic overview of Islam is refreshing in its conciseness and
logical order of presentation. Succinct discussions of complicated topics, such as the origins and
development of Shi'ism, the causes of Ottoman decline, the phenomenon of jihad, moral and social behavior
of Muslims, women's religious duties, Islamic feminism, and observances and festivals, all merit especial
praise. In addition, there is a seminal theological comparison of Islam to Christianity (normally not included
in a work such as this), a discussion that does not gloss over important differences or sugarcoat the rough
edges that religious traditions often exhibit. There are a few misstatements of fact (the third surah of the
Qur'an is not entitled Ali Imran). The occasional typographical errors, appearing mostly in relation to the
author's own system of transliteration, are relatively minor. Summing Up: Highly recommended. General
readers and lower?level undergraduates.S. P. Blackburn, Hartford Seminary, Choice, November 2004

"Nigosian (Univ. of Toronto) has written a remarkable book.... this panoramic overview of Islam is
refreshing in its conciseness and logical order of presentation.... Highly recommended. General readers and
lower-level undergraduates." ?Choice, November 2004

About the Author

S. A. Nigosian is Research Associate at the University of Toronto, Victoria College, and author of Judaism:
The Way of Holiness; The Zoroastrian Faith: Tradition and Modern Research; Occultism in the Old
Testament; and World Religions: A Historical Approach.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Campanelli:

This book untitled Islam: Its History, Teaching, and Practices to be one of several books this best seller in
this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.



Mike Gray:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Islam:
Its History, Teaching, and Practices the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide
then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Islam:
Its History, Teaching, and Practices giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern
the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning
a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Thomas Dacosta:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading
a book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Islam: Its History, Teaching,
and Practices which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Kimberly Hogan:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book
Islam: Its History, Teaching, and Practices. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical
that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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