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An accessible overview of the work of legendary American photographer
Irving Penn

Famous for his fashion portraits and experimentation with still life images, Irving
Penn (1917–2009) ranks as one of the foremost photographers of the 20th
century. In an illustrious career that spanned nearly 70 years, Penn was a master
of both black-and-white and color photography, and his revival of platinum
printing in the 1960s and 1970s was a catalyst for significant change in the art
world.
 
Drawing from the extensive holdings of the Smithsonian American Art Museum,
including a major gift from The Irving Penn Foundation, this magnificent
catalogue compiles 161 of Penn’s iconic images, including a number of
unpublished works. Beautifully designed and illustrated, Irving Penn: Beyond
Beauty accompanies the first retrospective exhibition of Penn’s work in nearly 20
years and features photographs from all stages of his career, including street
scenes from the late 1930s, celebrity portraits, Parisian fashion photographs, and
more private studio images. Merry A. Foresta’s captivating essay introduces this
photographer to a younger generation and delves into Penn’s use of photography
to respond to social and cultural change, speaking to the depths of human
existence. 
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An accessible overview of the work of legendary American photographer Irving Penn

Famous for his fashion portraits and experimentation with still life images, Irving Penn (1917–2009) ranks as
one of the foremost photographers of the 20th century. In an illustrious career that spanned nearly 70 years,
Penn was a master of both black-and-white and color photography, and his revival of platinum printing in the
1960s and 1970s was a catalyst for significant change in the art world.
 
Drawing from the extensive holdings of the Smithsonian American Art Museum, including a major gift from
The Irving Penn Foundation, this magnificent catalogue compiles 161 of Penn’s iconic images, including a
number of unpublished works. Beautifully designed and illustrated, Irving Penn: Beyond Beauty
accompanies the first retrospective exhibition of Penn’s work in nearly 20 years and features photographs
from all stages of his career, including street scenes from the late 1930s, celebrity portraits, Parisian fashion
photographs, and more private studio images. Merry A. Foresta’s captivating essay introduces this
photographer to a younger generation and delves into Penn’s use of photography to respond to social and
cultural change, speaking to the depths of human existence. 
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Editorial Review

Review

"...provides a comprehensive look at the true range of his work."—Erica Schwiegershausen, T: The New
York Times Style Magazine 
 
(T: The New York Times Style Magazine 2015-10-26)

"...Irving Penn: Beyond Beauty showcases over 150 of his images, quite a few of which have never been
published."—Stephanie Eckardt, New York 
(New York 2015-12-08)

About the Author

Merry A. Foresta is an independent curator and arts writer. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christina Rogers:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar
on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Irving Penn:
Beyond Beauty to read.

Christi Ross:

This Irving Penn: Beyond Beauty book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind
of Irving Penn: Beyond Beauty without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Irving Penn: Beyond Beauty can bring whenever you are
and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Irving Penn: Beyond Beauty having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not feel uninterested in reading.

Carolyn Bailey:

The book with title Irving Penn: Beyond Beauty includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can



get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Donald Noble:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Irving Penn: Beyond Beauty can be the
respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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