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The so-called first war of the twenty-first century actually began more than 2,300
years ago when Alexander the Great led his army into what is now a sprawling
ruin in northern Afghanistan. Frank L. Holt vividly recounts Alexander's
invasion of ancient Bactria, situating in a broader historical perspective
America's war in Afghanistan.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Explicitly echoing Afghanistan's tragic recent history, Holt explores the difficulties Alexander the Great
encountered when he marched into the country, whose ancient name was Bactria. Like subsequent British,
Russian, and, now, American and allied armies, the Macedonian wunderking discovered in 329 B.C.E. that
invading was easier than conquering. Not persuaded by Alexander's apologists both ancient and modern,
Holt narrates the campaign as an unredeeming exercise in pillage and massacre, with the twist that the
Bactrians gave as good as they got: Alexander's armies received more damage invading Bactria than in
overthrowing the Persian Empire. Alexander attempted to gain the upper hand through policies alternating
scorched-earth campaigns with diplomacy, but the Bactrians would renege, revolt, or retreat to the mountains
with frustrating regularity. Sound uncannily familiar? Holt's striking parallels between the warlords
Alexander pursued and their modern Afghan avatars result in that rarity of history books: one immediately
practical to current-day events. Surely, the journalists, humanitarian workers, and officials rotating into
Afghanistan today would profit from Holt's insights. Gilbert Taylor
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“Frank Holt...narrates [Alexander's] struggle in clear prose that makes this ancient campaign come alive and
gives greater appreciation for the challenges that confront all counterinsurgents in Afghanistan—including
the U.S. troops still fighting there more than a decade after 9/11.”
(Wall Street Journal 2013-01-25)

From the Inside Flap

"Into the Land of Bones is the fullest narrative of Alexander's campaigns in Afghanistan available in English.
It is informed by a comprehensive knowledge of the ancient sources, geography, and archaeology of
Afghanistan. The work uses the history of Alexander to raise provocative questions about current affairs. Its
long-term value, however, lies in its detailed and masterly account of Alexander's Bactrian campaigns in
light of the history and geography of Afghanistan. This is one of the most important works on Alexander to
appear in the last ten years."—Stanley Burstein, author of Outpost of Hellenism: The Emergence of Heraclea
on the Black Sea

“The terrain, climate, and volatile socio-political milieu of Afghanistan have always been a logistical
nightmare for invaders. Holt's vivid evocation of Alexander the Great's grueling, brutal, inconclusive war,
and the telling parallels he draws with British, Soviet, and U.S. attempts to bludgeon the region into
submission, make for grim reading.”—Amelie Kuhrt, author of The Ancient Near East, c.3000-330 BC

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Lawless:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Into the Land of Bones: Alexander the
Great in Afghanistan book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Dave Thomas:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Into the Land of Bones: Alexander the Great in
Afghanistan as your daily resource information.

Bobby Blade:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes studying,
not only science book and also novel and Into the Land of Bones: Alexander the Great in Afghanistan as well
as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes
Into the Land of Bones: Alexander the Great in Afghanistan to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this.

Iva Simmon:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book
Into the Land of Bones: Alexander the Great in Afghanistan. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial
that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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