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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Those who read Brightman's NBCC-winning biography Writing Dangerously: Mary McCarthy and Her
World will remember the snippets of this correspondence as one of the highlights. Wise, eloquent and loving,
the letters chronicled a quarter-century friendship between two women of widely differing backgrounds
united by respect and a shared contempt for intellectual fraud. Their characters and their circumstances made
for a rich exchange: Based in Europe, the American writer McCarthy (1912-1989) gave the German-born
political philosopher Arendt (1906-1975) an earpiece into Europe, while Arendt, based in New York City
and Chicago, served a similar function for McCarthy. McCarthy's carefully constructed, wonderfully
perceptive letters and Arendt's more studious replies return time and again to moral philosophy, politics and
shared friends (including many of the intellectuals of the time). But the letters are also models of the fine art
of constructive criticism and the role of friendship. "Workmanly friendship," as McCarthy says, describing
Arendt's Men in Dark Times, "of apprentices starting out with their bundle on a pole and doing a piece of the
road together." That their bundle included a half-dozen important books and their road was an uneven one of
critical kudos, unfavorable reviews, the popular success of McCarthy's The Group and the intellectual furor
over Arendt's Eichmann in Jerusalem should not obscure the warmth or trueness of this deeply engaging
exchange.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
For three decades, Mary McCarthy (1912-89), the American novelist and literary critic, and Hannah Arendt
(1906-75), the German-born American philosopher and political scientist, shared a rare and enviable
friendship that spanned the continents. Their long correspondence is fascinating in its revelation of two very
different personalities and their views on notable political, philosophical, and literary figures and events of
the day, such as Karl Jaspers, Robert Lowell, the Vietnam War, the trial of Adolf Eichmann, Richard Nixon,
and Watergate. The two intellectuals share professional and personal concerns and critique each other's
works. The collection is uneven, with more letters from McCarthy than Arendt. Contextual notes are placed
at the beginning of the correspondence or at the end, with the exception of explanatory terms found in
brackets within the letters, a practice that is both helpful and distracting. For all interested readers.
--Jeris Cassel, Rutgers Univ. Libs., New Brunswick, N.J.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

MARY MCCARTHY (1912-1989) was a short-story writer, bestselling novelist, essayist, and critic. She was
the author of The Stones of Florence and Birds of America, among other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patrina Eaton:

The book Between Friends: The Correspondence of Hannah Arendt and Mary McCarthy 1949-1975 make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can



make reading a book Between Friends: The Correspondence of Hannah Arendt and Mary McCarthy 1949-
1975 to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read
a e-book Between Friends: The Correspondence of Hannah Arendt and Mary McCarthy 1949-1975. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about
this book?

Matthew Hood:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the guide untitled Between Friends: The Correspondence of Hannah Arendt and Mary
McCarthy 1949-1975 can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Regina Wingler:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Between Friends: The Correspondence of Hannah Arendt
and Mary McCarthy 1949-1975 why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Brittany Gonzalez:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Between Friends: The Correspondence of Hannah
Arendt and Mary McCarthy 1949-1975 was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book Between Friends: The Correspondence of Hannah Arendt and Mary McCarthy 1949-1975 has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in
which.
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