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Bob Backlund began life as a poor farm boy in the little village of Princeton,
Minnesota, with a population of just over 2,000 people. He was a below-average
student with a lackluster work ethic and a bad attitude, who hung with the wrong
crowd and made a lot of bad choices. He was a kid whose life was headed for
disaster—until a local coach took interest in him, suggested that he take up
amateur wrestling, and offered to work with him if he promised to stay out of
trouble.

It was in North Dakota that Bob Backlund had the first of several chance
encounters that would shape his destiny. While working out at the YMCA
gymnasium in Fargo, North Dakota, where he wrestled for North Dakota State,
Backlund met a well-known professional wrestler, “Superstar” Billy Graham.
The men talked, and at Graham’s suggestion, Backlund was inspired to pursue a
career in professional wrestling.

Less than five years from that day, on February 20, 1978, Backlund would find
himself halfway across the country, standing in the middle of the ring at Madison
Square Garden with his hand raised in victory as the newly crowned World Wide
Wrestling Federation Heavyweight Champion. The man Backlund pinned for the
championship that night was none other than Superstar Billy Graham.

Featuring contributions from Bruno Sammartino, Harley Race, Terry Funk, Pat
Patterson, Ken Patera, Sergeant Slaughter, The Magnificent Muraco, George
“The Animal” Steele, “Mr. USA” Tony Atlas, The Iron Sheik, and many others,
this book tells the incredible story of the life and nearly forty-year career of one
of the most famous men to ever grace the squared circle.

Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing imprint, is proud to publish
a broad range of books for readers interested in sports—books about baseball,
pro football, college football, pro and college basketball, hockey, or soccer, we
have a book about your sport or your team.
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In addition to books on popular team sports, we also publish books for a wide
variety of athletes and sports enthusiasts, including books on running, cycling,
horseback riding, swimming, tennis, martial arts, golf, camping, hiking, aviation,
boating, and so much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New
York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to publishing
books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers and to
authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Robert Lee Bob Backlund is the former two-time World Wrestling Federation Heavyweight Champion, with
an in-ring career that has spanned nearly 40 years. He has wrestled nearly every big name in the sport,
including Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, Superfly Jimmy Snuka, Rowdy Roddy Piper, Macho Man Randy Savage,
and Andre the Giant. Backlund continues to make occasional appearances for the WWE, teaching amateur
wrestling to children and traveling the country as a much-loved motivational speaker. He will be inducted
into the WWE Hall of Fame on April 6, 2013.
Robert H. Rob Miller is a trial lawyer, equity partner, and member of the Management Committee at the
New Englandbased law firm of Sheehan, Phinney, Bass & Green. He is also the critically acclaimed author
of titles including "Law School Confidential." A fan of wrestling since childhood, Miller has always
considered Bob Backlund his hero. Miller lives in Hopkinton, New Hampshire, with his wife, Carolyn, and
their two sons."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patrina Eaton:

The book Backlund: From All-American Boy to Professional Wrestling's World Champion can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best
thing like a book Backlund: From All-American Boy to Professional Wrestling's World Champion? Several
of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Backlund: From All-American Boy to
Professional Wrestling's World Champion has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Dawn Spigner:

Backlund: From All-American Boy to Professional Wrestling's World Champion can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Backlund: From All-American Boy to Professional Wrestling's World Champion but doesn't forget
the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.



Ralph Capra:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is just spending
your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top record
in your reading list is Backlund: From All-American Boy to Professional Wrestling's World Champion. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Sylvia Ferland:

You can find this Backlund: From All-American Boy to Professional Wrestling's World Champion by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but also can
you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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