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The first English translation of Mipham Rinpoche's commentary on the
"wisdom" chapter of Shantideva's classic text, in which Mipham explains
Madhyamaka philosophy from the perspective of the Dzogchen tradition of
Tibetan Buddhism.

Sh?ntideva’s guide to the training of a Bodhisattva is one of the most important
and beloved texts in the Tibetan tradition. The ninth chapter, however, dealing
with Madhyamaka, the Middle Way, the most profound wisdom view of
Mahayana Buddhism, has always posed unique challenges to readers.

This commentary by the great scholar Mipham Rinpoche presents in quite
straightforward terms Sh?ntideva’s exposition of emptiness, the essential
foundation of all Buddhist doctrine, demonstrating that it is not only compatible
with, but in fact crucial to, the correct understanding of other important Buddhist
teachings such as karma, rebirth, and the practice of compassion. Mipham
interprets Sh?ntideva according to the view of the Nyingma school, which in
some respects was at variance with the religiously and politically dominant
interpretation of the text in Tibet at that time. As a result, his commentary stirred
up a furious debate. With the addition of a critique of Mipham Rinpoche’s view
by a prominent scholar of the time, along with Mipham’s response, that debate is
beautifully captured in this volume.
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Tibetan tradition. The ninth chapter, however, dealing with Madhyamaka, the Middle Way, the most
profound wisdom view of Mahayana Buddhism, has always posed unique challenges to readers.

This commentary by the great scholar Mipham Rinpoche presents in quite straightforward terms
Sh?ntideva’s exposition of emptiness, the essential foundation of all Buddhist doctrine, demonstrating that it
is not only compatible with, but in fact crucial to, the correct understanding of other important Buddhist
teachings such as karma, rebirth, and the practice of compassion. Mipham interprets Sh?ntideva according to
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Editorial Review

Review
“Shantideva’s ‘Wisdom Chapter’ essentializes the Madhyamika teachings. With reasoning that precisely
elucidates all of Nagarjuna’s subtle points, this single chapter has provided a doorway to the Middle Way
teachings for many great masters, including Jamgön Mipham Rinpoche, author of the Ketaka Jewel.
Mipham’s commentary and his subsequent debate with Drakar Tulku of the Riwo Gadenpa school show us
the potential of deep debate. This dialogue about the nature of phenomena between two of the preeminent
scholars and meditation masters of the nineteenth century has moved and inspired many, including myself. I
hope this translation serves in the same manner that their original discussion has, ever since it came into
being. I am delighted to see that Wulstan Fletcher and the Padmakara Translation Group have accomplished
such a great feat, and dedicate the merit of their undertaking to the blossoming of prajna in all
beings.”—Dzigar Kongtrul, author of The Intelligent Heart

“It is important to understand that the Buddha never taught because of his knowledge but always through his
compassion—according to the needs of his hearers. That’s why he didn’t really mean what he said in some
teachings and did really mean it in others. That distinction is very important, because Shantideva’s ninth
chapter is a commentary on what the Buddha really meant! It’s also most important to understand that the
reasoning Buddhists use to investigate ultimate truth cannot be used to examine relative truth. And yet,
unconsciously, we always do that—which creates the huge pitfall of underestimating relative truth and
exaggerating ultimate truth, or the reverse.

If you truly want to understand this, then read Shantideva’s ninth chapter again and again. In fact, never stop
reading it. To that end, Mipham Rinpoche’s commentary is like a magnifying glass and telescope
combined—for those who are farsighted and nearsighted.” —Dzongsar Jamyamg Khyentse, author of The
Guru Drinks Bourbon?

“The Padmakara Translation Group has made yet another major contribution to Buddhist scholarship with
this compilation of beautiful and accessible translations of important Tibetan Buddhist texts. The Wisdom
Chapter presents a major debate that has been going on for centuries on the nature of ultimate truth, and a
debate with continued relevance for living Buddhist traditions in the contemporary world. The introduction
and translations here guide the reader through the dynamic and complex world of Buddhist commentarial
tradition as it charts the contours of two major lines of interpretation of Madhyamaka in Tibet.”—Douglas S.
Duckworth, author of Jamgön Mipam: His Life and Teachings

About the Author
Jamgön Mipham (1846–1912) is one of the most extraordinary figures in the history of Tibetan Buddhism of
the modern age. An important member of the nonsectarian movement of nineteenth-century Tibet, he was a
scholar of outstanding brilliance whose writings are eagerly sought after by present-day teachers and
students of the practice of Dzogchen and the Nyingma tradition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Michael Mazzariello:

The book The Wisdom Chapter: Jamgön Mipham's Commentary on the Ninth Chapter of The Way of the
Bodhisattva make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your
subject. If you can make examining a book The Wisdom Chapter: Jamgön Mipham's Commentary on the
Ninth Chapter of The Way of the Bodhisattva to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you
like wide open and read a book The Wisdom Chapter: Jamgön Mipham's Commentary on the Ninth Chapter
of The Way of the Bodhisattva. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Angela Dreiling:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Wisdom Chapter: Jamgön Mipham's Commentary
on the Ninth Chapter of The Way of the Bodhisattva as your daily resource information.

Erin Weiss:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The Wisdom
Chapter: Jamgön Mipham's Commentary on the Ninth Chapter of The Way of the Bodhisattva, you can tells
your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make
them reading a guide.

John Coffin:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Wisdom Chapter: Jamgön Mipham's Commentary on the Ninth Chapter of The Way of the Bodhisattva the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The Wisdom Chapter: Jamgön
Mipham's Commentary on the Ninth Chapter of The Way of the Bodhisattva giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life within
this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
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