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An acclaimed sociologist illuminates the public life of an American city,
offering amajor reinterpretation of theracial dynamicsin America.

Elijah Anderson, called "one of our best urban ethnographers" by the New York
Times Book Review, introduces the concept of the "cosmopolitan canopy": the
urban islands of civility amid segregated ghettos, suburbs, and ethnic enclaves.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Starred Review. Y ale sociology professor Anderson (Code of the Street) takes the reader on an ethnographic
walking tour of Philadel phiato observe how city dwellersinteract across racia lines. He attends particularly
to the "cosmopolitan canopy"—public settings like parks, malls, town sguares that maintain civil and
comfortable interactions between diverse popul ations. Anderson moves then to those areas where the canopy
breaks down (the workplace, public transportation). Anderson's nuanced treatment of "the social dynamics of
racial inequality" and his precise observations (the politics of eye contact, for example), while rooted in
scholarship, are uncommonly readable: snippets from his journals and sketches of neighborhood habitués
offer immediate pleasure, and the book is a people watcher's delight. And while Anderson doesn't gloss over
how prevalent and pernicious racism remains in America—"There comes atime in the life of every African
American, regardless of how high he or she has risen in society, when he or sheis reminded of hisor her
place as a black man or woman"—nhis study allows a cautious optimism that "the canopy offers a taste of
how inclusive and civil socia relationships could become.” (Mar.)

(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Cosmopolitan canopies are those spaces in urban environments that offer a break from the tensions of
chafing racial and economic differences, a place for diverse peoples to assemble and rub elbows. Sociologist
and folk ethnographer Anderson offers arich narrative of such spacesin Philadelphia, including Reading
Terminal Market and Rittenhouse Square. Anderson details the give-and-take of public interaction in urban
settings, much of it dictated by race and class. He observes how close and far away people sit, whether they
greet each other, how deep or long their interactions are, and whether they break or reinforce barriers. He
also chronicles the daily shifting of space used by the homeless, workers, residents, and commuters as they
encounter, interact, and evade. Anderson?s observations are keen but not distant as he offers journal pages
and interviews, showing his own full engagement in interactions with a cross section of Philadel phians.
Anderson also offers singular insight into the social machinations of blacks in professional versus social
settings. Fascinating sociology and people-watching at its profound best. --Vanessa Bush

Review
“Fascinating sociology and people-watching at its profound best.” (Booklist)

“Anderson's nuanced treatment of 'the social dynamics of racial inequality' and his precise observations. . .
offer immediate pleasure.” (Publishers Weekly)

“Vintage Elijah Anderson?original, creative, engaging, and thought-provoking . . . . This book isamust-
read.” (William Julius Wilson, Harvard University)

“The most important book on race relationsin many years.” (Randall Collins, president, American
Sociological Association)

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Rebecca Shadwick:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life.
Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant the
book The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life. Y ou can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

LeeFlynn:

This book untitled The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher
on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book
in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Michaedl Due

In this eraglobalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. Y ou
will seethat now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life this guide
consist alot of the information from the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some research when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book acceptable al of you.

Shirley Pedro:

Isit anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and
Civility in Everyday Life can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are thus out of
date, spending your extratime by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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