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Vice Adm. William H. McRaven helped to devise the strategy for how to bring
down Osama bin Laden, and commanded the courageous U.S. military unit that
carried it out on May 1, 2011, ending one of the greatest manhunts in history. In
Spec Ops, a well-organized and deeply researched study, McRaven analyzes
eight classic special operations. Six are from WWII: the German commando raid
on the Belgian fort Eben Emael (1940); the Italian torpedo attack on the
Alexandria harbor (1941); the British commando raid on Nazaire, France (1942);
the German glider rescue of Benito Mussolini (1943); the British midget-
submarine attack on the Tirpitz (1943); and the U.S. Ranger rescue mission at the
Cabanatuan POW camp in the Philippines (1945). The two post-WWII examples
are the U.S. Army raid on the Son Tay POW camp in North Vietnam (1970) and
the Israeli rescue of the skyjacked hostages in Entebbe, Uganda (1976).
McRaven—who commands a U.S. Navy SEAL team—pinpoints six essential
principles of “spec ops” success: simplicity, security, repetition, surprise, speed
and purpose. For each of the case studies, he provides political and military
context, a meticulous reconstruction of the mission itself and an analysis of the
operation in relation to his six principles. McRaven deems the Son Tay raid “the
best modern example of a successful spec op [which] should be considered
textbook material for future missions.” His own book is an instructive textbook
that will be closely studied by students of the military arts. Maps, photos.
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Vice Adm. William H. McRaven helped to devise the strategy for how to bring down Osama bin Laden, and
commanded the courageous U.S. military unit that carried it out on May 1, 2011, ending one of the greatest
manhunts in history. In Spec Ops, a well-organized and deeply researched study, McRaven analyzes eight
classic special operations. Six are from WWII: the German commando raid on the Belgian fort Eben Emael
(1940); the Italian torpedo attack on the Alexandria harbor (1941); the British commando raid on Nazaire,
France (1942); the German glider rescue of Benito Mussolini (1943); the British midget-submarine attack on
the Tirpitz (1943); and the U.S. Ranger rescue mission at the Cabanatuan POW camp in the Philippines
(1945). The two post-WWII examples are the U.S. Army raid on the Son Tay POW camp in North Vietnam
(1970) and the Israeli rescue of the skyjacked hostages in Entebbe, Uganda (1976). McRaven—who
commands a U.S. Navy SEAL team—pinpoints six essential principles of “spec ops” success: simplicity,
security, repetition, surprise, speed and purpose. For each of the case studies, he provides political and
military context, a meticulous reconstruction of the mission itself and an analysis of the operation in relation
to his six principles. McRaven deems the Son Tay raid “the best modern example of a successful spec op
[which] should be considered textbook material for future missions.” His own book is an instructive textbook
that will be closely studied by students of the military arts. Maps, photos.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this well-organized and deeply researched study, McRaven analyzes eight special operations. Six are from
WWII: the German commando raid on the Belgian fort Eben Emael (1940); the Italian torpedo attack on the
Alexandria harbor (1941); the British commando raid on Nazaire, France (1942); the German glider rescue
of Benito Mussolini (1943); the British midget-submarine attack on the Tirpitz (1943); and the U.S. Ranger
rescue mission at the Cabanatuan POW camp in the Philippines (1945). The two post-WWII examples are
the U.S. Army raid on the Son Tay POW camp in North Vietnam (1970) and the Israeli rescue of the
skyjacked hostages in Entebbe, Uganda (1976). McRaven?who commands a U.S. Navy SEAL
team?pinpoints six essential principles of "spec ops" success: simplicity, security, repetition, surprise, speed
and purpose. For each of the case studies, he provides political and military context, a meticulous
reconstruction of the mission itself and an analysis of the operation in relation to his six principles. McRaven
deems the Son Tay raid "the best modern example of a successful spec op [which] should be considered
textbook material for future missions." His own book is an instructive textbook that will be closely studied
by students of the military arts. Maps, photos.-- should be considered textbook material for future missions."
His own book is an instructive textbook that will be closely studied by students of the military arts. Maps,
photos.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Ward:

The book Spec Ops: Case Studies in Special Operations Warfare: Theory and Practice give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a
book Spec Ops: Case Studies in Special Operations Warfare: Theory and Practice to get your habit, you can
get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like available and read a guide Spec Ops: Case Studies in Special
Operations Warfare: Theory and Practice. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Marilyn Washington:

The feeling that you get from Spec Ops: Case Studies in Special Operations Warfare: Theory and Practice
may be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Spec Ops: Case Studies in Special
Operations Warfare: Theory and Practice giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We recommend you for having that Spec Ops: Case Studies in Special Operations Warfare: Theory and



Practice instantly.

Jeanne Gonzales:

Spec Ops: Case Studies in Special Operations Warfare: Theory and Practice can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Spec Ops: Case Studies in Special Operations Warfare: Theory and
Practice however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new
stage of crucial contemplating.

Leslie Heidelberg:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Spec Ops: Case Studies in Special
Operations Warfare: Theory and Practice e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty
Spec Ops: Case Studies in Special Operations Warfare: Theory and Practice as good book not simply by the
cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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