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Winner of the American Book Award (2009)

Please explores the points in our lives at which love and violence intersect.
Drunk on its own rhythms and full of imaginative and often frightening imagery,
Please is the album playing in the background of the history and culture that
surround African American/male identity and sexuality. Just as radio favorites
like Marvin Gaye, Donny Hathaway, and Pink Floyd characterize loss,
loneliness, addiction, and denial with their voices, these poems’ chorus of
speakers transform moments of intimacy and humor into spontaneous music. In
Please, Jericho Brown sings the influence soul culture has on American life with
the accuracy of the blues.
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Please explores the pointsin our lives at which love and violence intersect. Drunk on its own rhythms and
full of imaginative and often frightening imagery, Please is the album playing in the background of the
history and culture that surround African American/male identity and sexuality. Just as radio favoriteslike
Marvin Gaye, Donny Hathaway, and Pink Floyd characterize |loss, loneliness, addiction, and denial with their
voices, these poems’ chorus of speakers transform moments of intimacy and humor into spontaneous music.
In Please, Jericho Brown sings the influence soul culture has on American life with the accuracy of the blues.
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Editorial Review
Review

“In Brown's Please, there is no quiet build up, thereis only booming climax. The poet’ s first collection of
poemsis masterfully presented with unigue craft and conviction; Jericho Brown presents true monumental
voice in American poetry. Please exemplifies brave and honest writing in aworld that shrugs off or pushes
away the controversial and the ugly.”—Gina Vaynshteyn, The Rumpus

Review

“Jericho Brown' s debut collection Please resonates like aftershocks on afault line. The poems here are
hauntingly the consequence of liveslived. The silent terror in these poemsiis the future they seem to inform
despite the attempts to integrate the incoherent with the coherent moments of lived experience. Please
continually repositions its readers inside the violence of the interruption, the psychic break. To read these
poemsisto encounter the devastating genius of Jericho Brown: ‘If | had known the location of my own
runaway / Breath, | too would have found ablues.’” (Claudia Rankine)

About the Author

JERICHO BROWN worked as speechwriter for the Mayor of New Orleans before receiving hisPh.D. in
Creative Writing and Literature from the University of Houston. He aso holds an M.F.A. from the
University of New Orleansand aB.A. from Dillard University. The recipient of the Whiting Writers Award,
the Bunting Fellowship from the Radcliffe Institute at Harvard University, and two travel fellowshipsto the
Krakow Poetry Seminar in Poland, Brown teaches at the University of San Diego where heisthe Director of
the Cropper Center for Creative Writing. His poems have appeared in The lowa Review, jubilat, Oxford
American, A Public Space, and several other journals and anthologies. Please, hisfirst book, won the 2009
American Book Award.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Terry Sugg:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Please (First Book). Try to face the book Please (First
Book) as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Y eah, it isvery fortuned for you. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

John Valdez:

This Please (First Book) tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Please (First Book) can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your



previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Please (First Book) giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it appreciate reading.

Carol Smith:

Reading a book being new life stylein this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, such us novel,
comics, and soon. The Please (First Book) will give you new experience in studying a book.

Jerry Bates:

This Please (First Book) is new way for you who has attention to look for some information as it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this Please (First Book) can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading areserve especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't
missthis! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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