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Although recent works on Galileo’s trial have reached new heights of erudition,
documentation, and sophistication, they often exhibit inflated complexities,
neglect 400 years of historiography, or make little effort to learn from Galileo.
This book strives to avoid such lacunae by judiciously comparing and contrasting
the two Galileo affairs, that is, the original controversy over the earth’s motion
ending with his condemnation by the Inquisition in 1633, and the subsequent
controversy over the rightness of that condemnation continuing to our day. The
book argues that the Copernican Revolution required that the hypothesis of the
earth’s motion be not only constructively supported with new reasons and
evidence, but also critically defended from numerous old and new objections.
This defense in turn required not only the destructive refutation, but also the
appreciative understanding of those objections in all their strength. A major
Galilean accomplishment was to elaborate such a reasoned, critical, and fair-
minded defense of Copernicanism. Galileo’s trial can be interpreted as a series of
ecclesiastic attempts to stop him from so defending Copernicus. And an essential
thread of the subsequent controversy has been the emergence of many arguments
claiming that his condemnation was right, as well as defenses of Galileo from
such criticisms. The book’s particular yet overarching thesis is that today the
proper defense of Galileo can and should have the reasoned, critical, and fair-
minded character which his own defense of Copernicus had.
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Editorial Review

Review

From the reviews:

“Defending Copernicus and Galileo is an important addition to Maurice Finocchiaro’s significant corpus of
writings, translations and edited works dealing with Galileo … . the book is primarily about Galileo and his
defense of Copernicus. … this apparatus of fine distinctions serves not only as an expository device, but also
an evaluative or advocacy purpose.” (Peter Slezak, Science and Education, Vol. 20, 2011)

“The book is aimed at presenting and defending a tentative interpretation and evaluation of the two Galileo
affaires … . Overall, the book is very well-written, very well-documented, and it consists of very lucid
explanations of the many different positions, arguments and criticisms that can and have been put forward
during the period of four hundred years in which the two Galileo affairs have developed so far. … it is a true
Fundgrube for further research on the subject … .” (Jean H. M. Wagemans, Argumentation, Vol. 25, 2011)

“The merit of this work is that it approaches the whole affair by attempting to offer a defense of Galileo by
employing the same critical reasoning that Galileo himself used in defending Copernicus. … it makes an
important contribution to the very meaning of science by studying the origins of modern science in Galileo’s
research techniques. … It will be very helpful to Galileo scholars.” (George V. Coyne, The Catholic
Historical Review, Vol. 98 (2), April, 2012)

From the Back Cover

Although recent works on Galileo’s trial have reached new heights of erudition, documentation, and
sophistication, they often exhibit inflated complexities, neglect 400 years of historiography, or make little
effort to learn from Galileo. This book strives to avoid such lacunae by judiciously comparing and
contrasting the two Galileo affairs, that is, the original controversy over the earth’s motion ending with his
condemnation by the Inquisition in 1633, and the subsequent controversy over the rightness of that
condemnation continuing to our day. The book argues that the Copernican Revolution required that the
hypothesis of the earth’s motion be not only constructively supported with new reasons and evidence, but
also critically defended from numerous old and new objections. This defense in turn required not only the
destructive refutation, but also the appreciative understanding of those objections in all their strength. A
major Galilean accomplishment was to elaborate such a reasoned, critical, and fair-minded defense of
Copernicanism. Galileo’s trial can be interpreted as a series of ecclesiastic attempts to stop him from so
defending Copernicus. And an essential thread of the subsequent controversy has been the emergence of
many arguments claiming that his condemnation was right, as well as defenses of Galileo from such
criticisms. The book’s particular yet overarching thesis is that today the proper defense of Galileo can and
should have the reasoned, critical, and fair-minded character which his own defense of Copernicus had.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jack Unger:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Defending Copernicus
and Galileo: Critical Reasoning in the Two Affairs: 280 (Boston Studies in the Philosophy and History of
Science) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with
you?

Gregory Sims:

The guide with title Defending Copernicus and Galileo: Critical Reasoning in the Two Affairs: 280 (Boston
Studies in the Philosophy and History of Science) contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Judy Bowen:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Defending Copernicus and Galileo: Critical
Reasoning in the Two Affairs: 280 (Boston Studies in the Philosophy and History of Science) can be the
response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Beatrice Kennemer:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Defending
Copernicus and Galileo: Critical Reasoning in the Two Affairs: 280 (Boston Studies in the Philosophy and
History of Science).
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