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Drawing on extensive ethnographic fieldwork in Cambodia, Erik W. Davis
radically reorients approaches toward the nature of Southeast Asian Buddhism's
interactions with local religious practice and, by extension, reorients our
understanding of Buddhism itself. Through avivid study of contemporary
Cambodian Buddhist funeral rites, he reveals the powerfully integrative role
monks play as they care for the dead and negotiate the interplay of non-Buddhist
spirits and formal Buddhist customs.

Buddhist monks perform funeral rituals rooted in the embodied practices of
Khmer rice farmers and the social hierarchies of Khmer culture. The monks
realization of death underwrites key components of the Cambodian social
imagination: the distinction between wild death and celibate life, the forest and
the field, and moral and immoral forms of power. By connecting the
performative aspects of Buddhist death rituals to Cambodian history and
everyday life, Davis undermines the theory that Buddhism and rural belief
systems necessarily oppose each other. Instead, he shows Cambodian Buddhism
to be arobust tradition with ethical and popular components extending
throughout Khmer society.
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Drawing on extensive ethnographic fieldwork in Cambodia, Erik W. Davis radically reorients approaches
toward the nature of Southeast Asian Buddhism's interactions with local religious practice and, by extension,
reorients our understanding of Buddhism itself. Through avivid study of contemporary Cambodian Buddhist
funeral rites, he reveals the powerfully integrative role monks play as they care for the dead and negotiate the
interplay of non-Buddhist spirits and forma Buddhist customs.

Buddhist monks perform funera rituals rooted in the embodied practices of Khmer rice farmers and the
social hierarchies of Khmer culture. The monks' realization of death underwrites key components of the
Cambodian socia imagination: the distinction between wild death and celibate life, the forest and the field,
and moral and immoral forms of power. By connecting the performative aspects of Buddhist death rituals to
Cambodian history and everyday life, Davis undermines the theory that Buddhism and rural belief systems
necessarily oppose each other. Instead, he shows Cambodian Buddhism to be a robust tradition with ethical
and popular components extending throughout Khmer society.
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Editorial Review
Review

Deathpower provides a compelling and provocative analysis, both reflective and challenging, that will stand
the test of time. More importantly, Davisis clearly emotionally and intellectualy invested in hiswork. His
care for Cambodia and its people isamodel of responsible and sincere scholarship.

(Justin McDaniel, University of Pennsylvania)

In an original and thought-provoking book, Erik W. Davis studies the Cambodian social imagination of the
wild and savage in relation to moral and hierarchical civilization based on water and rice, providing arich
interpretive ethnography connecting death and death rituals, kingship, agriculture, fertility, monasticism and
monastic robes, gifts, hungry ghosts, witchcraft, boundaries, violence, and much else besides. Throughout he
considers the interrel ationship of what are called 'Buddhism' and 'Brahmanism.'

(Steven Collins, University of Chicago)

In this capacious and intricate book, Davis tells us how Cambodian Buddhists domesticate ‘death power' by
ritually linking rebirth to the agricultural cycle and by empowering Buddhist monks to confront, bind, and
overwhelm the wild spirits that spring into the world when anyone dies. His fresh, wide-ranging findings
make this an invaluable book, and his often luminous style makesit areader's feast.

(David Chandler, Monash University)

Davis's beautifully written and provocative examination of the ritual power that allows the living to care for
and transform the dead is not only a significant addition to literature on Buddhist funerary practices, it isalso
the most perceptive, meticulous, informative, and important study of contemporary Cambodian Buddhism to
date. Davis's book will be aclassic for its fascinating theoretical treatment of the religious imaginary in
Cambodia and for its humane consideration of death and all it involves.

(Anne Hansen, University of Wisconsin-Madison)

A significant contribution to the anthropological study of death.... [Davis] goes much further than funerary
practices to shed light on witchcraft, gift exchange, the nature and circulations of rumor, rituals of
sovereignty, and the acquisition of various forms of power.... Valuable for serious students of anthropology,
Buddhism, and Southeast Asia.... Highly recommended.

(Choice)

Onething I love about this book is the way in which Davis's sophisticated analysis is complemented by his
giftsas astoryteller.



(Buddhadharma)

A beautifully realized ethnography of Buddhist ritualsin Cambodia, full of details and well-crafted
narratives that bear witness to the empathic depth of his fieldwork. Given its fruitful marriage of precise
ethnography and daring theory, Deathpower is one of the first English-language books on Cambodia that
will reshape the study of Buddhism beyond Southeast Asia.

(Trent Walker Religious Studies Review)

An expected pleasure and a surprise.... Davisis an engaging and richly detailed writer, a skill which leaves
me no other option than to wholeheartedly recommend Deathpower .

(Mortality Journal)
About the Author

Erik W. Davisis associate professor of religious studies at Macalester College. His research interests include
contemporary religious movements, spirit possession, and the ritualization of ethnic boundaries.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Andrew Parker:

Here thing why this particular Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in Cambodia are different and
dependable to be yours. First of al reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it
which isthe content is as yummy as food or not. Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in Cambodia
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide
that ssimilar with Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in Cambodia. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can
be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home
by train. For anyone who is having difficultiesin bringing the branded book maybe the form of Deathpower:
Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in Cambodiain e-book can be your choice.

Jeanne Crank:

Often the book Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in Cambodia will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. When you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual
Imagination in Cambodiais much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.



Susan Preuss.

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professional s understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended for your requirements is Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual |magination in Cambodia
this e-book consist alot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explainiit is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of
you.

Robert Mills;

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
aswell asto make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's spirit or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in
Cambodia can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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