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It is now one hundred years since drugs were first banned in the United States.
On the eve of this centenary, journalist Johann Hari set off on an epic three-year,
thirty-thousand-mile journey into the war on drugs. What he found is that more
and more people all over the world have begun to recognize three startling truths:
Drugs are not what we think they are. Addiction is not what we think it is. And
the drug war has very different motives to the ones we have seen on our TV
screens for so long.

In Chasing the Scream, Hari reveals his discoveries entirely through the stories
of people across the world whose lives have been transformed by this war. They
range from a transsexual crack dealer in Brooklyn searching for her mother, to a
teenage hit-man in Mexico searching for a way out. It begins with Hari's
discovery that at the birth of the drug war, Billie Holiday was stalked and killed
by the man who launched this crusade--and it ends with the story of a brave
doctor who has led his country to decriminalize every drug, from cannabis to
crack, with remarkable results.

Chasing the Scream lays bare what we really have been chasing in our century of
drug war--in our hunger for drugs, and in our attempt to destroy them. This book
will challenge and change how you think about one of the most controversial--
and consequential--questions of our time.
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It is now one hundred years since drugs were first banned in the United States. On the eve of this centenary,
journalist Johann Hari set off on an epic three-year, thirty-thousand-mile journey into the war on drugs. What
he found is that more and more people all over the world have begun to recognize three startling truths:
Drugs are not what we think they are. Addiction is not what we think it is. And the drug war has very
different motives to the ones we have seen on our TV screens for so long.

In Chasing the Scream, Hari reveals his discoveries entirely through the stories of people across the world
whose lives have been transformed by this war. They range from a transsexual crack dealer in Brooklyn
searching for her mother, to a teenage hit-man in Mexico searching for a way out. It begins with Hari's
discovery that at the birth of the drug war, Billie Holiday was stalked and killed by the man who launched
this crusade--and it ends with the story of a brave doctor who has led his country to decriminalize every
drug, from cannabis to crack, with remarkable results.

Chasing the Scream lays bare what we really have been chasing in our century of drug war--in our hunger
for drugs, and in our attempt to destroy them. This book will challenge and change how you think about one
of the most controversial--and consequential--questions of our time.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A compassionate and humane argument to overturn draconian drug policies." - Kirkus Reviews

"Hari has made a stimulating hybrid of a book--simultaneously a readable history of the war on drugs and a
powerful case for radical reform." - Publishers Weekly

"Breath-taking . . . A powerful contribution to an urgent debate." - John Harris, The Guardian

"Check out Johann Hari's extraordinary new book Chasing the Scream, one of the best books I've ever read
about the world of drugs." - Touré, MSNBC

"A riveting book." - San Francisco Chronicle

"A terrific book." - Bill Maher

"Wonderful. I couldn't put it down." - Noam Chomsky

"An absolutely stunning book. It will blow people away." - Elton John

"This book is as intoxicatingly thrilling as crack, without destroying your teeth. It will change the drug
debate forever." - Russell Brand

"Superb journalism and thrilling story-telling." - Naomi Klein

"Johann Hari's book is the perfect antidote to the war on drugs, one of the most under-discussed moral
injustices of our time. It combines rigorous research and deeply human story-telling. It will prompt an
urgently-needed debate." - Glenn Greenwald

"Amazing and bracing and smart. It’s really revolutionary." - Dan Savage

"An astounding book . . . You have to read it." - Amy Goodman, host of DEMOCRACY NOW!

"Incredibly insightful and provocative." - B.J. Novak, writer for THE OFFICE

"Chasing the Scream vividly paints the war on drugs as the century-long bad LSD trip that it is; in doing so it
sticks a big nail in its coffin." - Ioan Grillo, author of EL NARCO

"Johann Hari has written a drug policy reform book like no other. Many have studied, or conducted, the
science surrounding the manifold ills of drug prohibition. But Hari puts it all into riveting story form, and
humanizes it . . . Chasing the Scream is beautifully wrought: lively, humorous, and poignant. And, it's a
compelling case for why the drug war must end, yesterday." - Norman Stamper, former chief of the Seattle
Police

"This book is an entertainment, a great character study, and page-turning story-telling all rolled into one very
sophisticated and compelling cry for social justice." - Stephen Downing, former deputy chief, LAPD



About the Author

Johann Hari was a columnist for the Independent in London for nine years and was twice named
Newspaper Journalist of the Year by Amnesty International UK. He has written for the New York Times, the
Los Angeles Times, the Guardian, Le Monde, Slate, the New Republic, and the Nation, among others. He has
also been awarded the Comment Award for Cultural Commentator of the Year by Editorial Intelligence, and
has been named Journalist of the Year by Stonewall. Hari lives in London.
www.johannhari.com
@johannhari101

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Galen Dent:

This Chasing the Scream: The First and Last Days of the War on Drugs are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Chasing the Scream: The First and Last Days of the
War on Drugs can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed you with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside
that this Chasing the Scream: The First and Last Days of the War on Drugs forcing you to have an enormous
of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in
your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Allen Brown:

The book Chasing the Scream: The First and Last Days of the War on Drugs has a lot info on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The
author makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after scanning this book.

Michael Roberts:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the
book you have read will be Chasing the Scream: The First and Last Days of the War on Drugs.

Donald Thomas:

Chasing the Scream: The First and Last Days of the War on Drugs can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could



increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Chasing the Scream: The First and Last Days of the War on Drugs however doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.
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