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Between 1935 and 1944 the field of microbiology, and by implication medicine
as a whole, underwent dramatic advancement. The discovery of the extraordinary
antibacterial properties of sulphonamides, penicillin, and streptomycin triggered
a frantic hunt for more antimicrobial drugs that was to yield an abundant harvest
in a very short space of time. By the early 1960s more than 50 antibacterial
agents were available to the prescribing physician and, largely by a process of
chemical modification of existing compounds, that number has more than tripled
today. We have become so used to the ready availability of these relatively safe
and highly effective 'miracle drugs' that it is now hard to grasp how they
transformed the treatment of infection.

This book documents the progress made from the first tentative search for an
elusive 'chemotherapy' of infection in the early days of the twentieth century, to
the development of effective antiviral agents for the management of HIV as the
millennium drew to a close. It also offers a celebration of the individuals and
groups that made this miracle happen, as well as examining the inexorable rise of
the global pharmaceutical industry, and, most intriguingly, the essential input of
luck.

Infection still maintains a high profile in both medicine and the media, with the
current threats of 'superbugs' such as MRSA acquired in hospital, and a potential
resistance to antibiotics. This book tracks the history of antimicrobial drugs, a
remarkable medical triumph that has provided doctors with an amazing armoury
of safe and effective drugs that ensure that reversion to the helpless state of the
fight against infection witnessed in the early 1900s is extremely unlikely. This
timely compendium acknowledges the agents that have surely led to the relief of
more human and animal suffering than any other class of drugs in the history of
medical endeavour.
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Between 1935 and 1944 the field of microbiology, and by implication medicine as a whole, underwent
dramatic advancement. The discovery of the extraordinary antibacterial properties of sulphonamides,
penicillin, and streptomycin triggered a frantic hunt for more antimicrobial drugs that was to yield an
abundant harvest in a very short space of time. By the early 1960s more than 50 antibacterial agents were
available to the prescribing physician and, largely by a process of chemical modification of existing
compounds, that number has more than tripled today. We have become so used to the ready availability of
these relatively safe and highly effective 'miracle drugs' that it is now hard to grasp how they transformed the
treatment of infection.

This book documents the progress made from the first tentative search for an elusive 'chemotherapy' of
infection in the early days of the twentieth century, to the development of effective antiviral agents for the
management of HIV as the millennium drew to a close. It also offers a celebration of the individuals and
groups that made this miracle happen, as well as examining the inexorable rise of the global pharmaceutical
industry, and, most intriguingly, the essential input of luck.

Infection still maintains a high profile in both medicine and the media, with the current threats of 'superbugs'
such as MRSA acquired in hospital, and a potential resistance to antibiotics. This book tracks the history of
antimicrobial drugs, a remarkable medical triumph that has provided doctors with an amazing armoury of
safe and effective drugs that ensure that reversion to the helpless state of the fight against infection witnessed
in the early 1900s is extremely unlikely. This timely compendium acknowledges the agents that have surely
led to the relief of more human and animal suffering than any other class of drugs in the history of medical
endeavour.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Enterprises such as this book require huge efforts from the author and pay great dividends to the loyal
reader. For the origins of such drugs as avlosulphon and zanamivir, and many in between, this volume is a
thorough and entertaining introduction."--British Medical Journal

"...offers a fascinating account. The book has been written with great care and each chapter is extensively
referenced...will be of interest to all lecturers, researchers, students, and drug company employees engaged
in antibiotic-related teaching and work. Every library should have a copy!"--Society for General
Microbiology

"...accurate and well balanced...I urge all pharmacists to read this book..."--Peter taylor, Professor of
Micriobiology, School of Pharmacy, London in The Pharmaceutical Journal

"This is an elegant and comprehensive history of the antibiotic era....I commend it to anyone, specialist or
not, who is interesed in antibiotics or the history of medicine."--D.M. Livermore, Health Protection Agency,
London, UK in Journal of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy

About the Author

Professor Greenwood was formerly at St Batholomew's Hospital, London before joining the Department of
Microbiology at the University of Nottingham Medical School in 1974, where he remained until retirement
in 2000. He was Professor of Antimicrobial Science between 1989 and 2000, and is the former Archivist to
the British Society for Antimicrobial Chemotherapy. He has contributed more than 200 scientific articles and
books on antimicrobial agents over 40 years.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tyrone Smith:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Antimicrobial Drugs: Chronicle of a twentieth
century medical triumph seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Antimicrobial Drugs: Chronicle of a



twentieth century medical triumph is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship using the book Antimicrobial Drugs: Chronicle of a twentieth century medical triumph. You
never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Sally Norman:

This Antimicrobial Drugs: Chronicle of a twentieth century medical triumph book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This Antimicrobial Drugs: Chronicle of a twentieth century medical triumph
without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
become worry Antimicrobial Drugs: Chronicle of a twentieth century medical triumph can bring if you are
and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even phone. This Antimicrobial Drugs: Chronicle of a twentieth century medical triumph having good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

David Paras:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Antimicrobial Drugs: Chronicle of a twentieth century medical triumph your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get ahead of. The Antimicrobial Drugs: Chronicle of a twentieth century medical triumph
giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Juan Jensen:

Antimicrobial Drugs: Chronicle of a twentieth century medical triumph can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Antimicrobial
Drugs: Chronicle of a twentieth century medical triumph yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader
the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.
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