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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
A folk belief that on bitter cold nights the stars come down to mate with wolves. An adolescent boy, sexually
aroused by an "iron maiden" torture device. The smell of paprika and boiled chicken served with Tokay
wine. These and other vivid images of Hungary in the 16th century, and Hungary today, swirl together amid
scenes of luxury and barbarity and talk of Martin Luther's Christianity and post-Communist ideals in this
gloriously gruesome novel inspired by the life of Countess Elizabeth Bathory. They say she killed 650 virgin
girls in order to rejuvenate herself with their blood.

From Publishers Weekly
Codrescu, journalist, poet, NPR commentator and filmmaker, has now written an ambitious first novel based
on the fantastically grotesque character of a real-life Hungarian aristocrat. The novel tells two stories: the
third-person tale of 16th-century Countess Elizabeth Bathory, a magisterial, beautiful and terrifying woman
who bathes in the blood of virgin girls to preserve her youth; and the first-person narrative of her distant
descendant, a journalist returning to his native Hungary to confront his feelings of guilt amid the
sociopolitical turmoil of post-Soviet Central Europe. Told in alternating chapters or passages, the two stories
merge violently near novel's end in a scene of feverish melodrama. Europe's social, political, intellectual and
religious histories are skillfully interwoven with the more slippery threads of magic and myth in this intimate
account of Countess Bathory's bizarre and sadistic obsessions, resulting in a neo-gothic tale as revealing as it
is disarmingly horrific. Moving forward at a quick clip against a detailed period backdrop, the language
graphically depicts erotic bodily functions and acts of physical torture while drawing a rich psychological
portrait of a precocious and insatiably curious girl who evolves into a figure of monstrous complexity, at
once insightful and manipulative, erudite yet pathologically superstitious, part psychotic and part seeker.
Finally, Elizabeth becomes pure literary symbol, a ghostly figure "from whose ashes has risen the modern
world and all its horrors." That is an enormous burden for any character to bear, and Codrescu is less
persuasive in connecting his journalist's interpretations to his fable-like reconstruction of Elizabeth's life.
Fortunately, the bulk of the narrative concerns the blood-soaked realm of the countess, conjuring a
historically rooted nightmare that is hard to resist. 150,000 first printing; Literary Guild and Doubleday Book
Club alternates; audio rights to S&S Audio; author tour.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
It is a little chilling to realize that Codrescu is related to Countess Elizabeth Barthory, the "heroine" of his
first novel, who reputedly bathed in the blood of slaughtered virgins to recapture her youthfulness. Expect
the author, a poet, National Public Radio announcer, and distinguished essayist (whose A Hole in the Flag
was one of LJ's Best Books of 1991), to give this 16th-century horror story a literary twist.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barry Phelan:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the



world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book The Blood Countess will make you
to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think that open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

John Barrow:

The experience that you get from The Blood Countess will be the more deep you looking the information
that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to know but The Blood Countess giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of
this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this specific The Blood Countess instantly.

James Smith:

The e-book with title The Blood Countess posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a
lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the
e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Robert Dougherty:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular The Blood Countess can give you a lot of buddies
because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great men
and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Blood Countess.
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