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The most comprehensive sourcebook of Shakespeare's monologues ever
available in one volume.

A detailed guide to approaching Shakespearean text, Speak the Speech! contains
everything an actor needs to select and prepare a Shakespeare monologue for
classwork, auditions, or performance.

Included herein are over 150 monologues. Each one is placed in context with a
brief introduction, is carefully punctuated in the manner that best illustrates its
meaning, and is painstakingly and thoroughly annotated. Each is also
accompanied by commentary that will spark the actor's imagination by exploring
how the interrelationship of meter and the choice of words and sounds yields
clues to character and performance. And throughout the book sidebars relate
historical, topical, technical, and other useful and entertaining information
relevant to the text. In addition, the authors include an overview of poetic and
rhetorical elements, brief synopses of all the plays, and a comprehensive index
along with other guidelines that will help readers locate the perfect monologue
for their needs.

More than just an actor's toolkit, Speak the Speech! is also an entertaining
resource that will help demystify Shakespeare's language for the student and
theater lover alike.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Over 150 of the Bard's monologues are reprinted and explained for the aspiring actor or director in Speak the
Speech! Shakespeare's Monologues Illuminated. The knowledgeable and breezy commentary ("Dial Lady M
for Murder," reads one section heading) by acting coach Rhona Silverbush and playwright Sami Plotkin
offers a brief context for each monologue, explains unfamiliar vocabulary and expressions, examines the
relationship between mood and meter and even reminds readers what words to elide or expand. Boxed asides
offer historical background and describe literary controversies over various lines and passages. There's also a
general discussion of rhetorical elements.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This handbook provides easy access to information needed by actors or students preparing a monolog drawn
from Shakespeare. Acting coach Silverbush and actor Plotkin offer synopses of Shakespeare's plays and
cover his use of iambic pentameter, poetic and rhetorical elements, and historical and social context. They
also include the full, modernized text of 150 monologs, arranged by genre. The monologs are identified by
play title, act and scene, name of character speaking, character's gender and age range, and frequency of use
in auditions. Brief introductions place the monologs in context, and extensive glosses of unfamiliar
vocabulary are followed by an analysis aimed at helping an actor interpret the text. No other volume treating
Shakespeare's monologs is as complete as this one. Recommended for public and academic libraries. Shana
C. Fair, Ohio Univ. Lib., Zanesville
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“I celebrate all things that demystify Shakespeare so that artists and audiences alike can breathe and live
inside his wonderous words. Speak the Speech! does just that. It is a great resource not just for actors but for
anyone who loves the Bard.” ?George C. Wolfe, Producer, the Joseph Papp Public Theater/New York
Shakespeare Festival

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Partee:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Speak the Speech!: Shakespeare's Monologues Illuminated as your daily
resource information.



Charles Hager:

This book untitled Speak the Speech!: Shakespeare's Monologues Illuminated to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Frank Anderson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Speak the Speech!: Shakespeare's
Monologues Illuminated as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science book,
any other book likes Speak the Speech!: Shakespeare's Monologues Illuminated to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Terry Pullen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different
hobby. And you know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to
provide you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards
to something by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Speak the
Speech!: Shakespeare's Monologues Illuminated.
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