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The Film Theory in Practice Series fills a gaping hole in the world of film theory.
By marrying the explanation of film theory with interpretation of a film, the
volumes provide discrete examples of how film theory can serve as the basis for
textual analysis. The first book in the series, Psychoanalytic Film Theory and
The Rules of the Game, offers a concise introduction to psychoanalytic film
theory in jargon-free language and shows how this theory can be deployed to
interpret Jean Renoir's classic film. It traces the development of psychoanalytic
film theory through its foundation in the thought of Sigmund Freud and Jacques
Lacan through its contemporary manifestation in the work of theorists like Slavoj
Žižek and Joan Copjec. This history will help students and scholars who are
eager to learn more about this important area of film theory and bring the
concepts of psychoanalytic film theory into practice through a detailed
interpretation of the film.
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The Film Theory in Practice Series fills a gaping hole in the world of film theory. By marrying the
explanation of film theory with interpretation of a film, the volumes provide discrete examples of how film
theory can serve as the basis for textual analysis. The first book in the series, Psychoanalytic Film Theory
and The Rules of the Game, offers a concise introduction to psychoanalytic film theory in jargon-free
language and shows how this theory can be deployed to interpret Jean Renoir's classic film. It traces the
development of psychoanalytic film theory through its foundation in the thought of Sigmund Freud and
Jacques Lacan through its contemporary manifestation in the work of theorists like Slavoj Žižek and Joan
Copjec. This history will help students and scholars who are eager to learn more about this important area of
film theory and bring the concepts of psychoanalytic film theory into practice through a detailed
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Editorial Review

Review

“This is a brilliantly lucid account of psychoanalytic theory and its relevance to the interpretation of the film
text. Todd McGowan presents a clear and rigorous explication of psychoanalytic theory in his illuminating
textual analysis of Jean Renoir's The Rules of the Game, one of the cinema's greatest films. This is an
indispensable book for anyone interesting in the interpretation of films and fascinating reading for those with
a particular interest in film as a form of public dreaming.” ?Barbara Creed, Professor of Culture and
Communication, University of Melbourne, Australia

“Todd McGowan's Psychoanalytic Film Theory and The Rules of the Game is a long overdue up-to-date
survey of the field and its key thinkers.The book is an invaluable resource for both new students as well as
advanced readers because it not only explores the concepts of desire, fantasy, and enjoyment of film and in
film but also considers the debates between critical methodologies involving screen theory, the gaze, and
ideological fantasy.Its comprehensive review of The Rules of the Game provides an insightful
psychoanalysis of the director, characters, and audience.Beyond writing an exemplary model of cogent
theory and lucid criticism, McGowan demonstrates how the psychoanalytic study of film offers radical and
revolutionary possibilities for art and life.” ?Alex E. Blazer, Associate Professor of English at Georgia
College & State University, USA

“This is a brilliantly lucid account of psychoanalytic theory and its relevance to the interpretation of the film
text. Todd McGowan presents a clear and rigorous explication of psychoanalytic theory in his illuminating
textual analysis of Jean Renoir's The Rules of the Game, one of the cinema's greatest films. This is an
indispensable book for anyone interested in the interpretation of films and fascinating reading for those with
a particular interest in film as a form of public dreaming.” ?Barbara Creed, Professor of Screen Studies,
University of Melbourne, Australia

About the Author
Todd McGowan teaches theory and film at the University of Vermont, USA. He is the author of The
Fictional Christopher Nolan (2012), Out of Time: Desire in Atemporal Cinema (2011), The Impossible
David Lynch (2007), The Real Gaze: Film Theory After Lacan (2007), and other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this Psychoanalytic Film Theory and The Rules of the Game (Film Theory in Practice).



Dora Dickey:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top
list in your reading list is definitely Psychoanalytic Film Theory and The Rules of the Game (Film Theory in
Practice). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Michael Jones:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Psychoanalytic Film Theory and The Rules of the
Game (Film Theory in Practice) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book Psychoanalytic Film Theory and The Rules of the Game (Film Theory in Practice) has many kinds
or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Frank Moore:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Psychoanalytic Film Theory and The
Rules of the Game (Film Theory in Practice) to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to
like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Psychoanalytic Film Theory and The Rules of
the Game (Film Theory in Practice) can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of this time.
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