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"Clear, balanced, and lively." -- Steven Pinker, bestselling author of How the
Mind Works

ARE YOU AFRAID OF THE "RIGHT" RISKS?

Do you worry more about radiation from nuclear power or from the sun?

Are you more afraid of getting cancer than heart disease?

Are you safer talking on your cell phone or using a hands-free device when you
drive?

Do you think global warming is a serious threat to your health?

GET THE FACTS BEHIND YOUR FEARS—AND DISCOVER . . . HOW
RISKY IS IT, REALLY?
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International risk expert David Ropeik takes an in-depth look at our perceptions
of risk and explains the hidden factors that make us unnecessarily afraid of
relatively small threats and not afraid enough of some really big ones. This read
is a comprehensive, accessible, and entertaining mixture of what's been
discovered about how and why we fear—too much or too little. It brings into
focus the danger of The Perception Gap: when our fears don’t match the facts,
and we make choices that create additional risks.

This book will not decide for you what is really risky and what isn't. That's up to
you. HOW RISKY IS IT, REALLY? will tell you how you make those decisions.
Understanding how we perceive risk is the first step toward making wiser and
healthier choices for ourselves as individuals and for society as a whole.

TEST YOUR OWN "RISK RESPONSE" IN DOZENS OF SELF-
QUIZZES!
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International risk expert David Ropeik takes an in-depth look at our perceptions of risk and explains the
hidden factors that make us unnecessarily afraid of relatively small threats and not afraid enough of some
really big ones. This read is a comprehensive, accessible, and entertaining mixture of what's been discovered
about how and why we fear—too much or too little. It brings into focus the danger of The Perception Gap:
when our fears don’t match the facts, and we make choices that create additional risks.

This book will not decide for you what is really risky and what isn't. That's up to you. HOW RISKY IS IT,
REALLY? will tell you how you make those decisions. Understanding how we perceive risk is the first step



toward making wiser and healthier choices for ourselves as individuals and for society as a whole.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
David Ropeik  is an international consultant and widely sought-after public speaker on risk perception and
risk communication. Ropeik is an instructor at the Harvard University Extension School's Environmental
Management Program and taught risk perception and risk communication at Harvard School of Public Heath
(2000-2006). He was a commentator on risk for NPR Morning Edition program and has been a guest host for
NPR's “The Connection.” He has written articles about risk perception for The New York Times, The
Washington Post, USA Today, LA Times, and The Boston Globe, and Nova among others.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roger Everman:

With other case, little individuals like to read book How Risky Is It, Really?: Why Our Fears Don't Always
Match the Facts. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book How Risky Is It, Really?: Why Our Fears Don't Always Match the Facts. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Christopher Gaul:

The book How Risky Is It, Really?: Why Our Fears Don't Always Match the Facts can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good
thing like a book How Risky Is It, Really?: Why Our Fears Don't Always Match the Facts? A few of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book How Risky Is It, Really?: Why Our
Fears Don't Always Match the Facts has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Susan Frame:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual How Risky Is It, Really?: Why Our



Fears Don't Always Match the Facts is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Paul Quintana:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
the whole day to reading a book. The book How Risky Is It, Really?: Why Our Fears Don't Always Match
the Facts it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book features high quality.
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