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In this fascinating and erudite book, Bryan Cheyette throws new light on a wide
range of modern and contemporary writers—some at the heart of the canon,
others more marginal—to explore the power and limitations of the diasporic
imagination after the Second World War. Moving from early responses to the
death camps and decolonization, through internationally prominent literature
after the Second World War, the book culminates in fresh engagements with
contemporary Jewish, post-ethnic, and postcolonial writers.
 
Cheyette regards many of the twentieth- and twenty-first-century luminaries he
examines—among them Hannah Arendt, Anita Desai, Frantz Fanon, Albert
Memmi, Primo Levi, Caryl Phillips, Philip Roth, Salman Rushdie, Edward Said,
Zadie Smith, and Muriel Spark—as critical exemplars of the diasporic
imagination. Against the discrete disciplinary thinking of the academy, he
elaborates and argues for a new comparative approach across Jewish and
postcolonial histories and literatures. And in so doing, Cheyette illuminates the
ways in which histories and cultures can be imagined across national and
communal boundaries.
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In this fascinating and erudite book, Bryan Cheyette throws new light on a wide range of modern and
contemporary writers—some at the heart of the canon, others more marginal—to explore the power and
limitations of the diasporic imagination after the Second World War. Moving from early responses to the
death camps and decolonization, through internationally prominent literature after the Second World War,
the book culminates in fresh engagements with contemporary Jewish, post-ethnic, and postcolonial writers.
 
Cheyette regards many of the twentieth- and twenty-first-century luminaries he examines—among them
Hannah Arendt, Anita Desai, Frantz Fanon, Albert Memmi, Primo Levi, Caryl Phillips, Philip Roth, Salman
Rushdie, Edward Said, Zadie Smith, and Muriel Spark—as critical exemplars of the diasporic imagination.
Against the discrete disciplinary thinking of the academy, he elaborates and argues for a new comparative
approach across Jewish and postcolonial histories and literatures. And in so doing, Cheyette illuminates the
ways in which histories and cultures can be imagined across national and communal boundaries.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Diasporas of the Mind is a rare book: serious, critically imaginative and theoretically aware, it is incisive,
thoughtful, detailed, well-written, with an astonishing intellectual hinterland. Centrally, it sets the contours
for a series of new debates about post-War literature, cultural history and the history of ideas."—Professor
Robert Eaglestone, Royal Holloway, University of London (Professor Robert Eaglestone 2013-11-24)

“Brian Cheyette's Diasporas of the Mind elegantly weaves together Jewish and postcolonial writers and
thinkers to make new and unexpected links and illuminations.”—Professor Robert Eaglestone, THES, Book
of the Year (Professor Robert Eaglestone THES 2013-12-19)

‘Bryan Cheyette’s rangy and authoritative new book not only takes a challenging look back at writers such as
Rushdie and their imaginative claims to the territory of “migration, displacement”, but also tries to imagine a
creative and political environment in which writers might turn the idea of “diaspora” into something active
and specific, as opposed to the supposedly disengaged or cosmopolitan qualities with which it has sometimes
been identified by its detractors of widely different ideological stamps. . . Diasporas of the Mind remains a
major contribution to its field: a timely sometimes uncomfortable remapping of its intellectual
territory.’—Bharat Tandon, TLS
 
(Bharat Tandon TLS 2014-08-22)

About the Author

Bryan Cheyette is professor of modern literature at the University of Reading. He lives in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Jude:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question
mainly because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Diasporas of the Mind: Jewish
and Postcolonial Writing and the Nightmare of History to read.

Markus Walker:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by



simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you that Diasporas of the Mind: Jewish and
Postcolonial Writing and the Nightmare of History book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Mike Hodges:

The feeling that you get from Diasporas of the Mind: Jewish and Postcolonial Writing and the Nightmare of
History could be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Diasporas of the Mind:
Jewish and Postcolonial Writing and the Nightmare of History giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read that because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this specific Diasporas of the Mind: Jewish and Postcolonial Writing
and the Nightmare of History instantly.

William Devine:

The reason why? Because this Diasporas of the Mind: Jewish and Postcolonial Writing and the Nightmare of
History is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such
as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having
that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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