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Cost-benefit analysis (CBA) is the systematic and analytical process of
comparing benefits and costs in evaluating the desirability of a project or
programme, often of a social nature and for society as a whole. CBA is
fundamental to government decision-making and can be an effective tool for
informed decisions on the use of society's scarce resources. This book highlights
the main concepts and principles of cost-benefit analysis used in real life cases
and actual applications. The book contains rich cases, materials and examples of
real life CBA applications with emphasis both on physical and non-physical
projects and infrastructure developments in Asia and beyond. The book also
discusses techniques frequently used in applied CBA.

The first part of the book introduces the key concepts and principles of CBA
before Part Two covers some pertinent issues relating to CBA, such as the recent
trend of using behavioural economics and frequently used techniques in applied
CBA. Finally, in Part Three, case studies are written up to illustrate how CBA is
done, and questions for the readers and students to ponder are raised at the end of
each chapter.

The scope of the case studies is more than just physical infrastructures but will
include public sector policies and programmes covering a host of social policies
as in health, education, social welfare programmes, and the environment. For
each case, there will be illustrations of the key concepts and principles of CBA
used. Undertakings analyzed include:

the Three Gorges Dam in China ●

the 2008 Beijing Olympics●

the Costs of Global Warming●

the Jamuna Bridge in Bangladesh●

The case studies, many of which have taken or are to take place in developing
countries provide a rich background to the principles of the method, and are
accompanied by a wealth of explanatory material. As well as being suitable for
courses in Cost-Benefit Analysis, Public Finance, Environmental and Health
Economics, the book should be of interest to all public policy decision makers
and planners.
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Cost-benefit analysis (CBA) is the systematic and analytical process of comparing benefits and costs in
evaluating the desirability of a project or programme, often of a social nature and for society as a whole.
CBA is fundamental to government decision-making and can be an effective tool for informed decisions on
the use of society's scarce resources. This book highlights the main concepts and principles of cost-benefit
analysis used in real life cases and actual applications. The book contains rich cases, materials and examples
of real life CBA applications with emphasis both on physical and non-physical projects and infrastructure
developments in Asia and beyond. The book also discusses techniques frequently used in applied CBA.

The first part of the book introduces the key concepts and principles of CBA before Part Two covers some
pertinent issues relating to CBA, such as the recent trend of using behavioural economics and frequently
used techniques in applied CBA. Finally, in Part Three, case studies are written up to illustrate how CBA is
done, and questions for the readers and students to ponder are raised at the end of each chapter.

The scope of the case studies is more than just physical infrastructures but will include public sector policies
and programmes covering a host of social policies as in health, education, social welfare programmes, and
the environment. For each case, there will be illustrations of the key concepts and principles of CBA used.
Undertakings analyzed include:

the Three Gorges Dam in China ●

the 2008 Beijing Olympics●

the Costs of Global Warming●

the Jamuna Bridge in Bangladesh●

The case studies, many of which have taken or are to take place in developing countries provide a rich
background to the principles of the method, and are accompanied by a wealth of explanatory material. As
well as being suitable for courses in Cost-Benefit Analysis, Public Finance, Environmental and Health
Economics, the book should be of interest to all public policy decision makers and planners.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Euston Quah is Head of Economics at the Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore. He is co-
author, with E. J. Mishan, of the fifth edition of Cost-Benefit Analysis, also published by Routledge.

Raymond Toh is an Executive in the Corporate Development Division at the Singapore Land Transport
Authority.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marjorie Brown:

The book Cost-Benefit Analysis: Cases and Materials can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Cost-Benefit Analysis: Cases and
Materials? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many facts
for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Cost-Benefit Analysis: Cases and
Materials has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the
enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Gayle Skinner:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Cost-Benefit Analysis: Cases and
Materials is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Allen Reilley:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience
happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Cost-Benefit Analysis:
Cases and Materials is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.



Katherine Adkins:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need
more time to be go through. Cost-Benefit Analysis: Cases and Materials can be your answer because it can
be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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