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Only once we understand the long history of human efforts to draw sustenance
from the land can we grasp the nature of the crisis that faces humankind today, as
hundreds of millions of people are faced with famine or flight from the land.
From Neolithic times through the earliest civilizations of the ancient Near East,
in savannahs, river valleys and the terraces created by the Incas in the Andean
mountains, an increasing range of agricultural techniques have developed in
response to very different conditions. These developments are recounted in this
book, with detailed attention to the ways in which plants, animals, soil, climate,
and society have interacted.

Mazoyer and Roudart’s A History of World Agriculture is a path-breaking and
panoramic work, beginning with the emergence of agriculture after thousands of
years in which human societies had depended on hunting and gathering, showing
how agricultural techniques developed in the different regions of the world, and
how this extraordinary wealth of knowledge, tradition and natural variety is
endangered today by global capitialism, as it forces the unequal agrarian
heritages of the world to conform to the norms of profit.

During the twentieth century, mechanization, motorization and specialization
have brought to a halt the pattern of cultural and environmental responses that
characterized the global history of agriculture until then. Today a small number
of corporations have the capacity to impose the farming methods on the planet
that they find most profitable. Mazoyer and Roudart propose an alternative global
strategy that can safegaurd the economies of the poor countries, reinvigorate the
global economy, and create a livable future for mankind.
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Only once we understand the long history of human efforts to draw sustenance from the land can we grasp
the nature of the crisis that faces humankind today, as hundreds of millions of people are faced with famine
or flight from the land. From Neolithic times through the earliest civilizations of the ancient Near East, in
savannahs, river valleys and the terraces created by the Incas in the Andean mountains, an increasing range
of agricultural techniques have developed in response to very different conditions. These developments are
recounted in this book, with detailed attention to the ways in which plants, animals, soil, climate, and society
have interacted.

Mazoyer and Roudart’s A History of World Agriculture is a path-breaking and panoramic work, beginning
with the emergence of agriculture after thousands of years in which human societies had depended on
hunting and gathering, showing how agricultural techniques developed in the different regions of the world,
and how this extraordinary wealth of knowledge, tradition and natural variety is endangered today by global
capitialism, as it forces the unequal agrarian heritages of the world to conform to the norms of profit.

During the twentieth century, mechanization, motorization and specialization have brought to a halt the
pattern of cultural and environmental responses that characterized the global history of agriculture until then.
Today a small number of corporations have the capacity to impose the farming methods on the planet that
they find most profitable. Mazoyer and Roudart propose an alternative global strategy that can safegaurd the
economies of the poor countries, reinvigorate the global economy, and create a livable future for mankind.
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Editorial Review

Review
A magnificent book, by far the best ever produced on the subject.' Samir Amin 'Replete with rich reflections
on agriculture . . . It is a testament to the enormous erudition of its authors and a defense of peasant
economies victimized by neoliberal policies.' Le Matin (France) 'This book is a major contribution to the
analysis of agricultural history as well as to reflection on the long term economic, social and environmental
development of society.' Michel Griffon, Hum Ecol (2008)

About the Author

Marcel Mazoyer is professor of comparative agriculture and agricultural development at the National
Institute of Agronomy (INA) in Paris, where he succeeded Rene Dumont. He is the author of several books
on the history of agriculture and has worked on agricultural policy in more than twenty countries.

Laurence Roudart is an agricultural engineer and researcher at the National Institute of Agronomy (INA) in
Paris, and has consulted extensively on agriculture in Africa and Asia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Gould:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book A History of World Agriculture: From the Neolithic Age to the
Current Crisis was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information.
It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve A History of World Agriculture: From the Neolithic
Age to the Current Crisis is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the
book A History of World Agriculture: From the Neolithic Age to the Current Crisis. You never truly feel
lose out for everything if you read some books.

Kevin Hamby:

Often the book A History of World Agriculture: From the Neolithic Age to the Current Crisis has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.



Carl Guerra:

A History of World Agriculture: From the Neolithic Age to the Current Crisis can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing A
History of World Agriculture: From the Neolithic Age to the Current Crisis although doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Rita Furguson:

This A History of World Agriculture: From the Neolithic Age to the Current Crisis is great e-book for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point
out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having A History of World Agriculture: From the Neolithic Age to the Current Crisis in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you
world in ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?
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