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Saudi Arabia is a wealthy and powerful country which exerts influence in the
West and across the Islamic world. Yet it remains a closed society. The author
traces its history from the age of emirates in the nineteenth century to the present
day. Fusing chronology with analysis, personal experience with oral histories,
she illuminates the social and cultural life of the Saudis. This rich and rewarding
book will be invaluable to students as well as others trying to understand the
enigma of Saudi Arabia.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An accessible narrative that even those readers already familiar with the outlines of Saudi history can read
with profit." Middle East Policy

"The book...is written in a style that quite simply makes for a 'good read.' If I were recommending one book
on the history of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia...this would be it." Middle East Journal

"Al-Rasheed's book is concise, timely, and well suited for a broad readership...Skillfully written and
insightful." History: Reviews of New Books

"Madawi Al-Rasheed's critical reinterpretation of Saudi Arabian history is not only timely, it is provocative.
It is informed by both excellent scholarship and a familiarity with the subject that comes from knowing it
from the inside. Both sympathizers with and critics of the country will find their stereotypes of the Saudi
reality challenged." F. Gregory Gause, III, University of Vermont

"This is one of the most refreshing, well-researched and clearly-written books to appear on Saudia Arabia in
recent times." Hala Fattah, Bulletin of the Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies

"Al-Rasheed has written a strong general history of Saudi Arabia that at the same time offers analysis of
selected narrower issues and phenomena." - Peter C. Valenti, New York University

About the Author
Madawi Al-Rasheed is Senior Lecturer in Social Anthropology at King's College, University of London. Her
publications include Politics in an Arabian Oasis (1991) and Iraqi Assyrian Christians in London (1998).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Araiza:

The book A History of Saudi Arabia make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem
using your subject. If you can make reading a book A History of Saudi Arabia being your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve A History of Saudi Arabia. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about
this e-book?

Keri Yokum:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline A History of
Saudi Arabia suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book
untitled A History of Saudi Arabiais the main of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book



was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily
to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Michelle Morrow:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be go through. A History of Saudi Arabia can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you
who have those short extra time problems.

Joan Ortega:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book A History of Saudi Arabia to make your
current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially.
It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the publication A
History of Saudi Arabia can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of this time.
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