
Vita: Life in a Zone of Social Abandonment

By João Biehl

Vita: Life in a Zone of Social Abandonment By João Biehl

Zones of social abandonment are emerging everywhere in Brazil’s big
cities—places like Vita, where the unwanted, the mentally ill, the sick, and the
homeless are left to die. This haunting, unforgettable story centers on a young
woman named Catarina, increasingly paralyzed and said to be mad, living out her
time at Vita. Anthropologist João Biehl leads a detective-like journey to know
Catarina; to unravel the cryptic, poetic words that are part of the “dictionary” she
is compiling; and to trace the complex network of family, medicine, state, and
economy in which her abandonment and pathology took form.

An instant classic, Vita has been widely acclaimed for its bold fieldwork,
theoretical innovation, and literary force. Reflecting on how Catarina’s life story
continues, this updated edition offers the reader a powerful new afterword and
gripping new photographs following Biehl and Eskerod’s return to Vita.
Anthropology at its finest, Vita is essential reading for anyone who is grappling
with how to understand the conditions of life, thought, and ethics in the
contemporary world.
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Zones of social abandonment are emerging everywhere in Brazil’s big cities—places like Vita, where the
unwanted, the mentally ill, the sick, and the homeless are left to die. This haunting, unforgettable story
centers on a young woman named Catarina, increasingly paralyzed and said to be mad, living out her time at
Vita. Anthropologist João Biehl leads a detective-like journey to know Catarina; to unravel the cryptic,
poetic words that are part of the “dictionary” she is compiling; and to trace the complex network of family,
medicine, state, and economy in which her abandonment and pathology took form.

An instant classic, Vita has been widely acclaimed for its bold fieldwork, theoretical innovation, and literary
force. Reflecting on how Catarina’s life story continues, this updated edition offers the reader a powerful
new afterword and gripping new photographs following Biehl and Eskerod’s return to Vita. Anthropology at
its finest, Vita is essential reading for anyone who is grappling with how to understand the conditions of life,
thought, and ethics in the contemporary world.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"João Biehl's Vita is a greatly arresting work. The tale of Catarina is one that haunts the reader. This book's
central character is sure to become an anthropological classic, her humanity reaffirmed by the
author."—Arthur Kleinman, author of Writing at the Margin: Discourse between Anthropology and
Medicine

About the Author

João Biehl is Professor of Anthropology at Princeton University. His website is www.joaobiehl.net. Torben
Eskerod is an artist and works as a freelance photographer in Copenhagen. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Raymond Roth:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Vita: Life in a Zone of Social Abandonment will make
you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Traci Farris:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Vita: Life in a Zone of Social Abandonment has been making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
reserve Vita: Life in a Zone of Social Abandonment is not only giving you far more new information but also
for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Vita: Life in a Zone of Social Abandonment.
You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Loren Hatfield:

This Vita: Life in a Zone of Social Abandonment are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Vita: Life in a Zone of Social Abandonment can be one of many great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with
information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Vita:
Life in a Zone of Social Abandonment giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving



you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Maria Green:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Vita: Life in a Zone of
Social Abandonment which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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