The Tet Offensive: Politics, War, and Public
Opinion (Vietnam: America in the War Years)

By David F. Schmitz

' Read Online ©

The Tet Offensive: Politics, War, and Public Opinion (Vietham: Americain
the War Years) By David F. Schmitz

On January 30, 1968 approximately 84,000 North Vietnamese Army and
National Liberation Front forces launched nearly simultaneous attacks against
over 100 cities and military installations in South Vietnam. The well-coordinated
urban attacks came during the most sacred of Vietnamese holidays and caught
American commanders by surprise. The results of the Tet Offensive were
monumental, tens of thousands were killed and many more wounded. But its
importance goes far beyond its military outcome to the powerful political,
psychological, and economic impact in the United States.

In this new work, historian David F. Schmitz analyzes what is arguably the most
important event in the history of the Vietnam conflict. Schmitz situates the Tet
Offensive in the context of American foreign policy and the state of the war up to
1968 while carefully considering the impact of the media on American public
opinion. Through his up-to-date analysis of recently available sources, Schmitz
works to dispel myths and clarify the central debates surrounding this pivotal
event that brought an end to American escalation of the war and led to LBJ's
decision to withdraw from the presidential race.
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On January 30, 1968 approximately 84,000 North Vietnamese Army and National Liberation Front forces
launched nearly simultaneous attacks against over 100 cities and military installations in South Vietnam. The
well-coordinated urban attacks came during the most sacred of Vietnamese holidays and caught American
commanders by surprise. The results of the Tet Offensive were monumental, tens of thousands were killed
and many more wounded. But its importance goes far beyond its military outcome to the powerful political,
psychological, and economic impact in the United States.

In this new work, historian David F. Schmitz analyzes what is arguably the most important event in the
history of the Vietham conflict. Schmitz situates the Tet Offensive in the context of American foreign policy
and the state of the war up to 1968 while carefully considering the impact of the media on American public
opinion. Through his up-to-date analysis of recently available sources, Schmitz works to dispel myths and
clarify the central debates surrounding this pivotal event that brought an end to American escalation of the
war and led to LBJs decision to withdraw from the presidential race.
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Editorial Review

Review

The Tet Offensive is alucid and authoritative reexamination of a key moment in the Vietham War. Schmitz is
an intelligent and discerning historian, and he showsiit in this excellent brief introduction to the subject.
(Fredrik Logevall, Cornell University; author of Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the
Escalation of War in Vietnam)

The Tet Offensive is essential reading for scholars and students of the Vietham War as well as general readers
interested in one of the key turning pointsin post-1945 American history. Writing with remarkable economy
and clarity, David F. Schmitz persuasively argues for a new understanding of U.S. decision-making during
the critical early months of 1968. In the process, he dismantles the old and pernicious notion that the
American media turned a military victory for the United States into a defeat by convincing the U.S. public
that the war was unwinnable. This book will surely stand for years to come as the most authoritative brief
account of American responsesto the Tet Offensive. (Mark A. Lawrence, University of Texas at Austin;
author of The Vietnam War: A Concise International History)

Schmitz offers a concise, convincing portrayal of the Tet Offensive's crucial significance in the history of the
Vietnam War. . . . Highly recommended. (H. Shapiro, University of Cincinnati CHOICE)

David F. Schmitz has produced a compact and readable history of what is arguably the most important
chapter in the American war in Vietnam. (Erik B. Villard, U.S. Center of Military History)

David Schmitz has provided a sound, compact, and fast-paced account of the critical phase of the Vietnam
War, nicely blending military, political, diplomatic, and economic developments. This book should prove
appealing to students and general readers alike. (Robert J. McMahon, The Ohio State University)

About the Author

David F. Schmitz is Robert Allen Skotheim Chair of History at Whitman College. He is the author of Henry
L. Stimson: The First Wise Man, Thank God They're On Our Sde: The United Sates and Right-Wing
Dictatorships, 1921-1965, and The United States and Fascist Italy, 1922—-1940.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Arthur Sanchez:

The publication untitled The Tet Offensive: Politics, War, and Public Opinion (Vietnam: Americain the War
Y ears) is the publication that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content
that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The article author was did alot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to
your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of The Tet Offensive: Palitics, War, and
Public Opinion (Vietnam: Americain the War Y ears) from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free
time.



Jonathan Peter son:

Why? Because this The Tet Offensive: Politics, War, and Public Opinion (Viethnam: Americain the War

Y ears) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
jolt you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So, it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of benefits than the other book get such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So, still want to delay having that book? If |
have been you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Stephanie Armstrong:

Y ou can get this The Tet Offensive: Politics, War, and Public Opinion (Vietnam: Americain the War Y ears)
by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Colleen Edwards:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the The Tet Offensive: Politics, War, and Public Opinion (Vietnam: Americain the War Y ears) when you
desired it?
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