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HOW DO WE KEEP AMERICA GREAT?

Rick Baker, former mayor of St. Petersburg, Florida, provides a
compelling—and challenging—answer: by making American cities great. And
great cities are built first of all through strong leadership.

During his two terms in office, Rick Baker worked toward a clear,
uncompromising goal: to make St. Petersburg the best city in America. He led a
downtown renaissance, rebuilt the most economically depressed area of the city,
attracted businesses, worked to reduce violent crime, and made public schools a
city priority—all with measurable results. The Seamless City offers practical
advice, based on his nine years of experience in City Hall, to show how every
mayor and city council can make their city dramatically better.

In The Seamless City you’ll step behind the scenes of city government to learn:

How maintaining basic amenities, like running water, requires constant
vigilance—and sometimes tough decisions on the part of city leadership
Why a vibrant downtown is essential to attract businesses and create jobs
Why the most effective leadership is servant leadership
How to find and implement the most effective solutions to a city’s most
challenging problems
Why city government needs to regard the city as a seamless whole, with no
section under-served or overlooked
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HOW DO WE KEEP AMERICA GREAT?

Rick Baker, former mayor of St. Petersburg, Florida, provides a compelling—and challenging—answer: by
making American cities great. And great cities are built first of all through strong leadership.

During his two terms in office, Rick Baker worked toward a clear, uncompromising goal: to make St.
Petersburg the best city in America. He led a downtown renaissance, rebuilt the most economically
depressed area of the city, attracted businesses, worked to reduce violent crime, and made public schools a
city priority—all with measurable results. The Seamless City offers practical advice, based on his nine years
of experience in City Hall, to show how every mayor and city council can make their city dramatically
better.

In The Seamless City you’ll step behind the scenes of city government to learn:

How maintaining basic amenities, like running water, requires constant vigilance—and sometimes tough
decisions on the part of city leadership
Why a vibrant downtown is essential to attract businesses and create jobs
Why the most effective leadership is servant leadership
How to find and implement the most effective solutions to a city’s most challenging problems
Why city government needs to regard the city as a seamless whole, with no section under-served or
overlooked
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

PRAISE FOR THE SEAMLESS CITY

“The Seamless City tells Mayor Baker’s story, but it also provides a road map. It is an example of how
preparation, planning, persistence, and a passion for service can move America’s cities closer to the goal of
becoming seamless—places where citizens in all neighborhoods enjoy safe streets, reliable infrastructure, a
high quality of life, and the opportunity to pursue their dreams.”
—Jeb Bush

“Rick Baker transformed a city with a history of divisive challenges into a thriving community by cracking
down on crime, implementing public-private partnerships, and improving the quality of life. No other
conservative Republican that I’m aware of can say they won 90 percent of the vote in the core,
predominantly African-American Democratic precincts in his re-election. St. Petersburg’s revival wasn’t a
miracle—it was a mission that Rick Baker undertook with all his considerable energy, innovation, and
determination.
—John Avlon, author and senior political columnist for The Daily Beast

“Mayor Rick Baker applied a businessman’s principles to identify the problems of the city, to analyze and
select the best solutions, and then focus on leading the community to achieving those goals. As both a
business manager and leader, he led a renaissance in St. Petersburg, Florida. Politicians, please read this
book!”
—Tom James, Executive Chairman of Raymond James Financial, Inc.

“Rick Baker does a superb job drawing on his experiences as mayor of St. Petersburg and the turnaround he
led in that city’s fortunes. All of us, whether in the private sector or government service, can learn something
about leadership from the lessons in this book.”
—Mitt Romney

From the Back Cover

PRAISE FOR THE SEAMLESS CITY
The Seamless City tells Mayor Baker s story, but it also provides a road map. It is an example of how
preparation, planning, persistence, and a passion for service can move America s cities closer to the goal of
becoming seamless places where citizens in all neighborhoods enjoy safe streets, reliable infrastructure, a
high quality of life, and the opportunity to pursue their dreams.
 Jeb Bush
Rick Baker transformed a city with a history of divisive challenges into a thriving community by cracking
down on crime, implementing public-private partnerships, and improving the quality of life. No other
conservative Republican that I m aware of can say they won 90 percent of the vote in the core,
predominantly African-American Democratic precincts in his re-election. St. Petersburg s revival wasn t a
miracle it was a mission that Rick Baker undertook with all his considerable energy, innovation, and
determination.



 John Avlon, author and senior political columnist for The Daily Beast
Mayor Rick Baker applied a businessman s principles to identify the problems of the city, to analyze and
select the best solutions, and then focus on leading the community to achieving those goals. As both a
business manager and leader, he led a renaissance in St. Petersburg, Florida. Politicians, please read this
book!
 Tom James, Executive Chairman of Raymond James Financial, Inc.
Rick Baker does a superb job drawing on his experiences as mayor of St. Petersburg and the turnaround he
led in that city s fortunes. All of us, whether in the private sector or government service, can learn something
about leadership from the lessons in this book.
 Mitt Romney
"

About the Author

From 2001 through early 2010, Rick Baker was mayor of St. Petersburg, Florida’s fourth largest city. In
2008 he was named Mayor-Public Official of the Year by Governing Magazine. Baker formerly practiced
business law and is now Director of the University of South Florida’s Innovation Partnerships. He holds a
B.S. in Management, an MBA, and a Juris Doctor (with honors) from Florida State University. He is
currently an adjunct fellow at the Manhattan Institute’s Center for State and Local Leadership. Baker studied
comparative law at Oxford University and was a legal intern to Florida Supreme Court Justice Ben Overton.
He and his wife Joyce have two children, Julann and Jacob.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jonathan Flannagan:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this The Seamless City: A
Conservative Mayor's Approach to Urban Revitalization that Can Work Anywhere to read.

Wilda Alexander:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Seamless City: A Conservative Mayor's Approach to Urban Revitalization that Can Work Anywhere.



Laura Dupont:

The reason why? Because this The Seamless City: A Conservative Mayor's Approach to Urban
Revitalization that Can Work Anywhere is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you
to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Roxie Gregory:

The Seamless City: A Conservative Mayor's Approach to Urban Revitalization that Can Work Anywhere can
be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide
has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Seamless City: A Conservative Mayor's Approach to Urban Revitalization that
Can Work Anywhere yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial pondering.
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