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The political hypocrisy and personal horrors of one of the most repressive anti-
abortion regimes in history came to the world's attention soon after the fall of
Romanian dictator Nicolae Ceausescu. Photographs of orphans with vacant eyes,
sad faces, and wasted bodies circled the globe, as did alarming maternal mortality
statistics and heart-breaking details of a devastating infant AIDS epidemic. Gail
Kligman's chilling ethnography—of the state and of the politics of
reproduction—is the first in-depth examination of this extreme case of political
intervention into the most intimate aspects of everyday life.

Ceausescu's reproductive policies, among which the banning of abortion was
central, affected the physical and emotional well-being not only of individual
men, women, children, and families but also of society as a whole. Sexuality,
intimacy, and fertility control were fraught with fear, which permeated daily life
and took a heavy moral toll as lying and dissimulation transformed both
individuals and the state. This powerful study is based on moving interviews with
women and physicians as well as on documentary and archival material. In
addition to discussing the social implications and human costs of restrictive
reproductive legislation, Kligman explores the means by which reproductive
issues become embedded in national and international agendas. She concludes
with a review of the lessons the rest of the world can learn from Romania's tragic
experience.
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The political hypocrisy and personal horrors of one of the most repressive anti-abortion regimes in history
came to the world's attention soon after the fall of Romanian dictator Nicolae Ceausescu. Photographs of
orphans with vacant eyes, sad faces, and wasted bodies circled the globe, as did alarming maternal mortality
statistics and heart-breaking details of a devastating infant AIDS epidemic. Gail Kligman's chilling
ethnography—of the state and of the politics of reproduction—is the first in-depth examination of this
extreme case of political intervention into the most intimate aspects of everyday life.

Ceausescu's reproductive policies, among which the banning of abortion was central, affected the physical
and emotional well-being not only of individual men, women, children, and families but also of society as a
whole. Sexuality, intimacy, and fertility control were fraught with fear, which permeated daily life and took a
heavy moral toll as lying and dissimulation transformed both individuals and the state. This powerful study is
based on moving interviews with women and physicians as well as on documentary and archival material. In
addition to discussing the social implications and human costs of restrictive reproductive legislation,
Kligman explores the means by which reproductive issues become embedded in national and international
agendas. She concludes with a review of the lessons the rest of the world can learn from Romania's tragic
experience.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"Essentially an ethnography about politics, public policy, and lived experience, this timely analysis of the
Orwellian tragedy of Ceausescu's Romania is superbly researched—a cross-disciplinary contribution of
immense value and wide interest that in places almost reads like a novel."—Henry P. David, author of Born
Unwanted

From the Back Cover
"Essentially an ethnography about politics, public policy, and lived experience, this timely analysis of the
Orwellian tragedy of Ceausescu's Romania is superbly researched--a cross-disciplinary contribution of
immense value and wide interest that in places almost reads like a novel."--Henry P. David, author of "Born
Unwanted

About the Author

Gail Kligman is Professor of Sociology at the University of California, Los Angeles, and author of The
Wedding of the Dead: Ritual, Poetics, and Popular Culture in Transylvania (California, 1988).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Morefield:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one with theme
for entertaining including comic or novel. The The Politics of Duplicity: Controlling Reproduction in
Ceausescu’s Romania (Contraversions, Critical Studies in Jewish Literature Culture and Society , No 11) is
kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

John Lambeth:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a reserve. The book The Politics of Duplicity: Controlling Reproduction in
Ceausescu’s Romania (Contraversions, Critical Studies in Jewish Literature Culture and Society , No 11) it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore



easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high
quality.

Nicholas Riley:

The book untitled The Politics of Duplicity: Controlling Reproduction in Ceausescu’s Romania
(Contraversions, Critical Studies in Jewish Literature Culture and Society , No 11) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice go through.

Gordon Lipsky:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is The
Politics of Duplicity: Controlling Reproduction in Ceausescu’s Romania (Contraversions, Critical Studies in
Jewish Literature Culture and Society , No 11) this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition
of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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