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In the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries the first modern, public museums
of art—civic, state, or national—appeared throughout Europe, setting a standard
for the nature of such institutions that has made its influence felt to the present
day. Although the emergence of these museums was an international
development, their shared history has not been systematically explored until now.
Taking up that project, this volume includes chapters on fifteen of the earliest and
still major examples, from the Capitoline Museum in Rome, opened in 1734, to
the Alte Pinakothek in Munich, opened in 1836. These essays consider a number
of issues, such as the nature, display, and growth of the museums’ collections and
the role of the institutions in educating the public. 

The introductory chapters by art historian Carole Paul, the volume’s editor, lay
out the relationship among the various museums and discuss their evolution from
private noble and royal collections to public institutions. In concert, the accounts
of the individual museums give a comprehensive overview, providing a basis for
understanding how the collective emergence of public art museums is indicative
of the cultural, social, and political shifts that mark the transformation from the
early-modern to the modern world. The fourteen distinguished contributors to the
book include Robert G. W. Anderson, former director of the British Museum in
London; Paula Findlen, Ubaldo Pierotti Professor of Italian History at Stanford
University; Thomas Gaehtgens, director of the Getty Research Institute; and
Andrew McClellan, dean of academic affairs and professor of art history at Tufts
University.
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In the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries the first modern, public museums of art—civic, state, or
national—appeared throughout Europe, setting a standard for the nature of such institutions that has made its
influence felt to the present day. Although the emergence of these museums was an international
development, their shared history has not been systematically explored until now. Taking up that project, this
volume includes chapters on fifteen of the earliest and still major examples, from the Capitoline Museum in
Rome, opened in 1734, to the Alte Pinakothek in Munich, opened in 1836. These essays consider a number
of issues, such as the nature, display, and growth of the museums’ collections and the role of the institutions
in educating the public. 

The introductory chapters by art historian Carole Paul, the volume’s editor, lay out the relationship among
the various museums and discuss their evolution from private noble and royal collections to public
institutions. In concert, the accounts of the individual museums give a comprehensive overview, providing a
basis for understanding how the collective emergence of public art museums is indicative of the cultural,
social, and political shifts that mark the transformation from the early-modern to the modern world. The
fourteen distinguished contributors to the book include Robert G. W. Anderson, former director of the
British Museum in London; Paula Findlen, Ubaldo Pierotti Professor of Italian History at Stanford
University; Thomas Gaehtgens, director of the Getty Research Institute; and Andrew McClellan, dean of
academic affairs and professor of art history at Tufts University.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Exemplary.”—Choice

“Leading academics and curators contribute chapters on 15 museums, from the Capitoline Museums in
Rome to Munich’s Alte Pinakothek. They provide detailed analysis of how collection, display and education
were conceived at the time, as well as how the modern museum reflected the period’s broad social
changes.”—Apollo

“[These] accounts of the individual museums give a comprehensive overview, providing a basis for
understanding how the collective emergence of public art museums is indicative of the cultural, social, and
political shifts that mark the transformation from the early-modern to the modern world.”—Enfilade

About the Author

Carole Paul is a scholar of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century art in Italy, whose recent work concerns the
history of museums and collections in the early modern period. Her publications include Making a Prince’s
Museum: Drawings for the Late-Eighteenth-Century Redecoration of the Villa Borghese (Getty, 2000).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bill Bobby:

The e-book untitled The First Modern Museums of Art: The Birth of an Institution in 18th- and Early- 19th-
Century Europe is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information
that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The First Modern Museums of
Art: The Birth of an Institution in 18th- and Early- 19th-Century Europe from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.

Kara Corbett:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your personal
free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the book untitled The First Modern Museums of Art: The Birth of an Institution in 18th-



and Early- 19th-Century Europe can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Melvin Loch:

Often the book The First Modern Museums of Art: The Birth of an Institution in 18th- and Early- 19th-
Century Europe has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book.
This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Mary McClellan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The First
Modern Museums of Art: The Birth of an Institution in 18th- and Early- 19th-Century Europe.
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