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Welcome to the social and environmental devastation that is Britain in 1996.
Welcome to interchangeable political parties and their chattering media jesters
pulling together to make Johnny Rotten’s dream come true: no future. But
despite their best efforts, fear, cynicism and the National Lottery aren’t the whole
story. Protest hasn’t disappeared during the last twenty years, and nor have
solidarity and imagination. They have simply taken new forms; they have moved
out and moved on. More and more people, young people especially, are making a
virtue of necessity and living outside Britain’s rotting institutional fabric.
Travelers, tribes, ravers or squatters, direct-action protesters of every kind,
DIYers. This book is the first attempt to write their history, to explore and to
celebrate their endlessly creative senselessness.

George McKay looks back at the hippies of the sixties and punks of the
seventies, and shows how their legacies have been transformed into what he calls
cultures of resistance. His journey through the undergrounds of the last two
decades take us from the Windsor Free Festival of 1972 to the Castlemorton Free
Rave Megaparty exactly twenty years later, from the anarchopunk band Crass via
Teepee Valley and Glastonbury to today’s ever-intensifying anti-road protests,
and to the widespread opposition to the Criminal Justice Act.

Drawing on fanzines and free papers, record lyrics, interviews and diaries,
Senseless Acts of Beauty gives a vivid, insider account of countercultures,
networks and movements that until now have remained largely unrecorded. At
the same time, George McKay analyzes their effects, and gives his own answers
to the questions they pose: what are their politics, their aspirations, their
consequences? One thing is certain, he argues: if there is resistance anywhere in
Britain today, then it is here, in the beat-up buses, beleaguered squats and tree-
top barricades, that we should start to look for it.
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Welcome to the social and environmental devastation that is Britain in 1996. Welcome to interchangeable
political parties and their chattering media jesters pulling together to make Johnny Rotten’s dream come true:
no future. But despite their best efforts, fear, cynicism and the National Lottery aren’t the whole story.
Protest hasn’t disappeared during the last twenty years, and nor have solidarity and imagination. They have
simply taken new forms; they have moved out and moved on. More and more people, young people
especially, are making a virtue of necessity and living outside Britain’s rotting institutional fabric. Travelers,
tribes, ravers or squatters, direct-action protesters of every kind, DIYers. This book is the first attempt to
write their history, to explore and to celebrate their endlessly creative senselessness.

George McKay looks back at the hippies of the sixties and punks of the seventies, and shows how their
legacies have been transformed into what he calls cultures of resistance. His journey through the
undergrounds of the last two decades take us from the Windsor Free Festival of 1972 to the Castlemorton
Free Rave Megaparty exactly twenty years later, from the anarchopunk band Crass via Teepee Valley and
Glastonbury to today’s ever-intensifying anti-road protests, and to the widespread opposition to the Criminal
Justice Act.

Drawing on fanzines and free papers, record lyrics, interviews and diaries, Senseless Acts of Beauty gives a
vivid, insider account of countercultures, networks and movements that until now have remained largely
unrecorded. At the same time, George McKay analyzes their effects, and gives his own answers to the
questions they pose: what are their politics, their aspirations, their consequences? One thing is certain, he
argues: if there is resistance anywhere in Britain today, then it is here, in the beat-up buses, beleaguered
squats and tree-top barricades, that we should start to look for it.
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Editorial Review

Review
“The secret history of the last two decades.”—Jon Savage

“This is the most authoritative and compelling book on DIY culture I’ve come across.”—Jeremy
Cunningham, The Levellers

About the Author
George McKay is Professor of Cultural Studies at the University of Salford, UK, where he is Director of the
Communication, Cultural & Media Studies Research Centre. He writes on alternative cultures and
identities—‘cultural studies with a soundtrack’ is how his website puts it—and his books include DiY
Culture, Senseless Acts of Beauty, Glastonbury: A Very English Fair, Community Music: A Handbook (co-
edited with Pete Moser), Circular Breathing: The Cultural Politics of Jazz in Britain, Radical Gardening:
Politics, Idealism & Rebellion in the Garden, and Shakin’ All Over: Popular Music and Disability. He
maintains his own website at georgemckay.org.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Henry Robinson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled
Senseless Acts of Beauty: Cultures of Resistence Since the Sixties? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Sally Norman:

The book Senseless Acts of Beauty: Cultures of Resistence Since the Sixties give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a
book Senseless Acts of Beauty: Cultures of Resistence Since the Sixties for being your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like open and read a publication Senseless Acts of Beauty: Cultures of
Resistence Since the Sixties. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this publication?



Julio Canfield:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Senseless Acts of Beauty: Cultures of Resistence Since the Sixties the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Senseless Acts of Beauty: Cultures of Resistence
Since the Sixties giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Suzanne Robbins:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and Senseless Acts of Beauty: Cultures of Resistence Since
the Sixties or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other
book likes Senseless Acts of Beauty: Cultures of Resistence Since the Sixties to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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