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From the creator of the much-loved Constable Evan Evans mysteries comes a
colorful new series set in turn-of-the-century New York City. When spirited
redhead Molly Murphy was growing up a peasant on the coast of Ireland she
always imagined there was something more in store for her. She couldn't have
known how right she was until the day she became a murderer, albeit in self-
defense. Under drastic circumstances, Molly is forced to strike out into a new
world. With the police right behind her, Molly's only chance at escape is a false
identity and a steamship that will take her far, far away: to America.

When her ship sails into New York Harbor, with the majestic figure of the Statue
of Liberty providing comfort and inspiration, Molly is sure her whole life is in
front of her. But she's got one last hurdle to clear: Ellis Island. She is just one
among thousands of immigrants on the tiny island, awaiting their fate with
anxiety and hope. Unfortunately for Molly, before she is able to leave the island a
man is brutally murdered, his throat cut from ear to ear, and coincidence and fate
make her a suspect in a crime she didn't commit. Under a cloud of suspicion, and
due largely to a growing mutual attraction between Molly and the handsome
police captain in charge of the case, she is allowed to leave Ellis Island for
Manhattan. Unfortunately, she's got a mission she couldn't have anticipated: clear
her own name of murder. Alone in a new country with no one to lean on, Molly
hits the vibrant streets of New York intent on finding out what really happened.
After all, if she can't, she'll be sent back to Ireland, where the dreaded gallows
await.

With the sweeping skyline of 19th century New York and the gritty, pulsating
underworld of recently arrived immigrants forming a vivid backdrop, Rhys
Bowen transports readers back in time to America's not-so-distant past. The first
entry in the Molly Murphy series is a fascinating look at our immigrant history as
well as an intensely absorbing page-turner.
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From the creator of the much-loved Constable Evan Evans mysteries comes a colorful new series set in turn-
of-the-century New York City. When spirited redhead Molly Murphy was growing up a peasant on the coast
of Ireland she always imagined there was something more in store for her. She couldn't have known how
right she was until the day she became a murderer, albeit in self-defense. Under drastic circumstances, Molly
is forced to strike out into a new world. With the police right behind her, Molly's only chance at escape is a
false identity and a steamship that will take her far, far away: to America.

When her ship sails into New York Harbor, with the majestic figure of the Statue of Liberty providing
comfort and inspiration, Molly is sure her whole life is in front of her. But she's got one last hurdle to clear:
Ellis Island. She is just one among thousands of immigrants on the tiny island, awaiting their fate with
anxiety and hope. Unfortunately for Molly, before she is able to leave the island a man is brutally murdered,
his throat cut from ear to ear, and coincidence and fate make her a suspect in a crime she didn't commit.
Under a cloud of suspicion, and due largely to a growing mutual attraction between Molly and the handsome
police captain in charge of the case, she is allowed to leave Ellis Island for Manhattan. Unfortunately, she's
got a mission she couldn't have anticipated: clear her own name of murder. Alone in a new country with no
one to lean on, Molly hits the vibrant streets of New York intent on finding out what really happened. After
all, if she can't, she'll be sent back to Ireland, where the dreaded gallows await.

With the sweeping skyline of 19th century New York and the gritty, pulsating underworld of recently arrived
immigrants forming a vivid backdrop, Rhys Bowen transports readers back in time to America's not-so-
distant past. The first entry in the Molly Murphy series is a fascinating look at our immigrant history as well
as an intensely absorbing page-turner.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The prolific Bowen, creator of Welsh constable Evan Evans (Evan Can Wait; Evan and Elle; etc.), relies a bit
too much on coincidence but conveys a nice sense of place and period in this debut of a new historical series
with its spunky, 19th-century Irish heroine, Molly Murphy. Defending herself from the unwelcome advances
of the local landowner's son, Molly accidentally kills him and flees her village to escape hanging. She heads
for the anonymity of London, where a twist of fate introduces her to Kathleen O'Connor. Kathleen has two
small children and tickets for a ship to America, where she plans to join her husband. But knowing they
won't let her on the ship because of her tuberculosis, Kathleen persuades the desperate Molly to take her
children to America. On board, Molly attracts the loud attentions of a crude, boisterous type named
O'Malley. Her public argument with him comes back to haunt her when he is found murdered on Ellis
Island; Molly becomes a prime suspect, along with a young man she befriended. The handsome young
policeman investigating the case, Daniel Sullivan, appears to believe Molly's protestations of innocence, but
Molly decides her she'd better investigate on her own behalf and that of her friend. Wending her way through
a vivid, Tammany Hall-era New York, Molly struggles to prove her innocence, aided by one coincidence
after another. (Oct. 15)Forecast: Bowen's solid reputation will generate strong sales for this series debut,
though Constable Evans fans should beware that the gentle humor of those novels is lacking here.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Nimble of plot and fleet in the telling, Bowen's latest begins a new series starring the plucky Molly Murphy.
Hiding her fiery red hair but not her audacious ways, Molly escapes from her Irish village after inadvertently
causing the death of the young laird who tried to rape her. She finds herself in possession of a steerage ticket
to New York and the custody of two small children when the kids' consumptive mother begs her to deliver
the youngsters to their father in New York. The passage to America and the tumultuous events of Ellis
Island, where another murder takes place, are vividly described, as is Molly's negotiation of the Cherry Street
Irish ghetto, Hell's Kitchen, and the children's overwhelmed Da and his unsavory relatives. Run-ins with the
police and Tammany Hall are only a few of Molly's adventures. The murder is solved in unorthodox ways,
Molly finds love and work, and there's promise of more adventures. History-mystery fans should add Molly
to their lists of characters to follow. GraceAnne DeCandido
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Bowen tells a phenomenal story, and it will be a real treat to see what fate has in store for Molly and
Daniel." 
--Romantic Times, top pick

"Perceptive and poignant writing... make us look forward to Molly's return." 
--Chicago Tribune

"Rhys Bowen launches her Molly Murphy series with the same skill that has made her five Constable Evans
novels so enjoyable... Entertaining." 
--Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel
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"Conveys a nice sense of place and period in this debut of a new historical series with its spunky, 19th
century heroine." 
--Publishers Weekly

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Larry Parrish:

The reason why? Because this Murphy's Law: A Molly Murphy Mystery (Molly Murphy Mysteries Book 1)
is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended
up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Deborah Hagan:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Murphy's Law: A Molly Murphy Mystery (Molly Murphy Mysteries
Book 1) this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.

Nicholas McNeal:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Murphy's Law: A Molly Murphy Mystery
(Molly Murphy Mysteries Book 1) was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Murphy's Law: A Molly Murphy Mystery (Molly Murphy Mysteries Book 1) has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.

Jeffrey Cooks:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to



there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Murphy's Law: A Molly Murphy Mystery (Molly Murphy
Mysteries Book 1) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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