
Dreaming Anastasia: A Novel of Love, Magic,
and the Power of Dreams

By Joy Preble

Dreaming Anastasia: A Novel of Love, Magic, and the Power of Dreams By
Joy Preble

What really happened to Anastasia Romanov?

Anastasia Romanov thought she would never feel more alone than when the
gunfire started and her family began to fall around her. Surely the bullets would
come for her next. But they didn't. Instead, two gnarled old hands reached for
her. When she wakes up she discovers that she is in the ancient hut of the witch
Baba Yaga, and that some things are worse than being dead.

In modern-day Chicago, Anne doesn't know much about Russian history. She is
more concerned about getting into a good college—until the dreams start. She is
somewhere else. She is someone else. And she is sharing a small room with a
very old woman. The vivid dreams startle her, but not until a handsome stranger
offers to explain them does she realize her life is going to change forever. She is
the only one who can save Anastasia. But, Anastasia is having her own dreams…
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 9 Up—This convoluted and contrived story shuttles between contemporary Chicago, Russia during
the reign and downfall of the Romanovs, and the enchanted world of Baba Yaga. Ann, 17, who lives in
Chicago, and Ethan, a handsome 18-year-old who mysteriously enters her world, share the narration. She is
attracted by his beauty, and she soon develops strange magical powers. Ethan has powers as well; he can
protect people and places. Readers eventually learn that he is actually a man who died in 1918 during the
Russian Revolution. Ann begins to hear Anastasia's voice in her dreams and sees Baba Yaga and her
frightening antics. Supposedly Ann is the one who can save Anastasia Romanov from Baba Yaga's clutches,
where she has been since her family was brutally murdered by the revolutionaries, and Ethan has come to
enlist her help. After a great deal of mystery about Ann's connection to the Romanov legacy, readers learn
that she is the great-great granddaughter of Victor, Anastasia's illegitimate brother who has also survived
since 1918. He is trying to stop Ann and Ethan from rescuing Anastasia; if she is found, Ethan and Victor
will become mortal and die. In spite of the confusing back and forth, persevering readers might forge ahead
to see how the story concludes, but it is a difficult read. Also, the contemporary scenes between Ann and her
friend Tess contrast sharply with the book's main focus, and Tess's bitterness over the loss of her virginity
awkwardly intrudes on the main plot.—Renee Steinberg, formerly at Fieldstone Middle School, Montvale,
NJ
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
A very entertaining and original story. (Wendy Cueto The Book Lush 20090901)

The novel is cleverly written in alternating points of view (Anastasia, Anne, and Ethan) and takes you on a
ride of paranormal fantasy, contemporary and historical fiction, with a little bit of romance. It's the perfect
blend that will attract a variety of readers. (Lori Calabrese Examiner.com 20090922)

I really enjoyed this book. It made me want to research the Romanov family and the fairy tale character of
Baba Yaga... DREAMING ANASTASIA is easy to read and an enjoyable story. Thank you, Ms. Preble, for
a great read. (Marta Morrison TeensReadToo.com 20090924)

Dreaming Anastasia is a story of love and loss on many different levels. It was a wild, fun and sweetly
romantic ride. (Michelle Franz Galleysmith.com 20090917)

Dreaming Anastasia is a fun young adult fantasy that takes the reader back and forth from current-day
Chicago to the time of the Romanovs, and throws in elements of a Russian folktale for added chills. (Belle
Wong MsBookish.com )

Joy Preble has given readers an intriguing tale of magic, tragedy, love, and betrayal... Be prepared to fall into
this story; your heart will ache for the characters and what they've suffered, especially Anastasia. Lovers of
fantasy and romance will not be disappointed, and a sudden twist at the end will leave readers eyes wide and
mouths agape... Dreaming Anastasia will most definitely be gracing my shelves from now on. (Noel Furniss
YABooksCentral.com )

About the Author



Joy Preble grew up in Chicago and later moved to Texas. She has an English degree from Northwestern
University and she teaches English to high school kids. Dreaming Anastasia is her first novel.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Herb Baker:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Dreaming
Anastasia: A Novel of Love, Magic, and the Power of Dreams? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Donald Shelby:

Here thing why this Dreaming Anastasia: A Novel of Love, Magic, and the Power of Dreams are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Dreaming Anastasia: A Novel of Love, Magic,
and the Power of Dreams giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no reserve that similar with Dreaming Anastasia: A Novel of Love, Magic, and the Power
of Dreams. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper
book maybe the form of Dreaming Anastasia: A Novel of Love, Magic, and the Power of Dreams in e-book
can be your option.

Mae Mosley:

This Dreaming Anastasia: A Novel of Love, Magic, and the Power of Dreams are usually reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Dreaming Anastasia: A Novel of Love,
Magic, and the Power of Dreams can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this Dreaming Anastasia: A Novel of Love, Magic, and the Power of
Dreams giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

William Sanders:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone.



From media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Dreaming Anastasia: A Novel of Love, Magic, and the Power of Dreams when you
required it?
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