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Fresh from a party, ateen posts a photo on Facebook of afriend drinking a beer.
A college student repurposes an article from Wikipediafor a paper. A group of
playersin a multiplayer online game routinely cheat new players by selling them
worthless virtual accessories for high prices. In Disconnected, Carrie James
examines how young people and the adultsin their lives think about these sorts
of online dilemmas, describing ethical blind spots and disconnects.

Drawing on extensive interviews with young people between the ages of 10 and
25, James describes the nature of their thinking about privacy, property, and
participation online. She identifies three ways that young people approach online
activities. A teen might practice self-focused thinking, concerned mostly about
consequences for herself; moral thinking, concerned about the consequences for
people he knows; or ethical thinking, concerned about unknown individuals and
larger communities. James finds, among other things, that youth are often blind
to moral or ethical concerns about privacy; that attitudes toward property range
from "what's theirsistheirs' to "free for all"; that hostile speech can be met with
abelief that online content is"just ajoke"; and that adults who are consulted
about such dilemmas often emphasize personal safety issues over online ethics
and citizenship.

Considering ways to address the digital ethics gap, James offers avision of
conscientious connectivity, which involves ethical thinking skills but, perhaps
more important, is marked by sensitivity to the dilemmas posed by online life, a
motivation to wrestle with them, and a sense of moral agency that supports
socialy positive online actions.
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Fresh from a party, a teen posts a photo on Facebook of afriend drinking abeer. A college student
repurposes an article from Wikipediafor a paper. A group of playersin amultiplayer online game routinely
cheat new players by selling them worthless virtual accessories for high prices. In Disconnected, Carrie
James examines how young people and the adultsin their lives think about these sorts of online dilemmas,
describing ethical blind spots and disconnects.

Drawing on extensive interviews with young people between the ages of 10 and 25, James describes the
nature of their thinking about privacy, property, and participation online. She identifies three ways that
young people approach online activities. A teen might practice self-focused thinking, concerned mostly about
consequences for herself; moral thinking, concerned about the consequences for people he knows; or ethical
thinking, concerned about unknown individuals and larger communities. James finds, among other things,
that youth are often blind to moral or ethical concerns about privacy; that attitudes toward property range
from "what's theirsistheirs' to "freefor all"; that hostile speech can be met with a belief that online content
is"just ajoke"; and that adults who are consulted about such dilemmas often emphasize personal safety
issues over online ethics and citizenship.

Considering ways to address the digital ethics gap, James offers avision of conscientious connectivity, which
involves ethical thinking skills but, perhaps more important, is marked by sensitivity to the dilemmas posed
by online life, amotivation to wrestle with them, and a sense of moral agency that supports socially positive
online actions.
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Editorial Review
Review

Carrie James's thought-provoking book offers a nuanced and sobering account of how youth think about, and
at timesignore, moral and ethical issues related to online privacy, property, and participation. Whether or not
one agrees with her diagnosis of amoral and ethical gap, the book demonstrates uniquely the challenges of
aligning fluid youth perspectives and practices with adult-normative views on ethical problemsin the
evolving digital environment.

(Urs Gasser, Professor of Practice, Harvard Law School; Executive Director, Berkman Center for Internet &
Society; coauthor of Born Digital and Interop)

This book is awakeup call for anyone with a stake in the health of online culture and society. James focuses
on ethical breakdowns, disconnects, and blind-spots in young peopl€e's view of online life, while noting that
the real responsibility liesin the adult world's failure to provide positive examples and meaningful guidance.
She argues for the need to move beyond simple scare tactics about negative consequences to a deeper
engagement with and reflection on what it means to be part of collective life in a networked era.

(Mizuko Ito, Professor in Residence, University of California Humanities Research Ingtitute; author of
Hanging Out, Messing Around, and Geeking Out: Kids Living and Learning with New Media)

In thistimely and fascinating book, Carrie James presents arevealing look at how today's young respond to
ethical dilemmasin an online world. It should be essential reading for anyone wishing to understand the
effect of the new media on young people's social and moral development. James offers wise guidance for
developing sound ethical footing in the digital age.

(William Damon, Professor of Education, Stanford University)

American university presses havefilled their lists exposing the "threat" of new media. But what renders this
short book superior to the usual "young people are out of our control” diatribe isits focus on the ethics of
online participation.

(Times Higher Education)

Disconnected: Youth, New Media, and the Ethics Gap is an enlightening read, not only for its analysis of
online decision making but also for its revelation of what youth have (and haven't) learned from the adultsin
their lives prior to making those decisions. James's work is relevant for any parent, teacher, graduate student,
and professor who has ever wondered, in response to ayoung person's ethically questionable decision online,
What were they thinking? Upon reading Disconnected, however, well-meaning adults will realize that the
guestion they should ask: What are we teaching? After all, the so-called digital natives were born into a
participatory culture. Their predecessors should be willing to inform them of and guide them with principles
of ethical participation.



(Nancy Clare Morgan Journal of Digital and Media Literacy)
About the Author

Carrie Jamesis asociologist and Principal Investigator at Project Zero at the Harvard Graduate School of
Education. She was codirector (with Howard Gardner) of the Good Play Project, which collected the data
that inform Disconnected.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shawn Croll:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Disconnected: Y outh, New Media, and the Ethics Gap
(The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Series on Digital Media and Learning). You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant some sort
of book Disconnected: Y outh, New Media, and the Ethics Gap (The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation Series on Digital Media and Learning). Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by abook. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able
to know that. In this era, we could open abook or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou may
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Novella Tinch:

The book Disconnected: Y outh, New Media, and the Ethics Gap (The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation Series on Digital Media and Learning) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need to use
to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Disconnected: Y outh, New Media,
and the Ethics Gap (The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Series on Digital Mediaand

L earning) to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open and read ae-
book Disconnected: Y outh, New Media, and the Ethics Gap (The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation Series on Digital Media and Learning). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopediaor other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Allen Grimm:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work thisis difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Disconnected: Y outh, New Media, and the Ethics Gap
(The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Series on Digital Media and Learning) why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly make



suggestions to pick up this book.

Jocelyn Har per:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people lovesto read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The Disconnected: Y outh, New Media, and the Ethics Gap (The John D. and Catherine T.
MacArthur Foundation Series on Digital Media and Learning) provide you with new experience in reading
through a book.
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