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Of all the Roman experors none, with the possible exception of Nero, surpasses
Caligulas reputation for infamy. But was Caligulareally the mad despot and
depraved monster of popular legend or the victim of hostile ancient historians?
In thisfirst major reassessment of Caligulas life, reign and violent death for over
fifty years, Anthony Barrett draws on the archaeol ogical and numismatic
evidence to supplement the later written record. While Caligula's unpredictable
behaviour clearly caused distress among the nobility, public reaction to his
nation was anger, not relief: his self-indulgence had been generally
enjoyed after Tiberian austerity and most of his named victims had been executed
not capricioudly, but for involvement in plots against him. Moreover, Caligulas
short reign (AD 37-41) isnot historically insignificant. He formul ated the plans
for the conguest of Britain; hisreign saw the first serious outbreak of anti-
semitism in the Roman world; most important of all, because of a complaisant
Senate, he became the first emperor to enjoy almost unlimited powers. The
manner of his accession established a pattern that was to be repeated over the
next four centuries.

In Professor Barrett's view, the mystery of Caligulas reign is not why he
descended into autocracy, but how any intelligent Roman could have imagined a
different outcome. To make an inexperienced young man, brought up by aged
and repressive guardians, master of the world was to court disaster. The
autocracy of Caligulaand of subsequent emperors was one of the Romans own
making.
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Of al the Roman experors none, with the possible exception of Nero, surpasses Caligula's reputation for
infamy. But was Caligulareally the mad despot and depraved monster of popular legend or the victim of
hostile ancient historians?

In thisfirst major reassessment of Caligulaslife, reign and violent death for over fifty years, Anthony
Barrett draws on the archaeol ogical and numismatic evidence to supplement the later written record. While
Caligula's unpredictable behaviour clearly caused distress among the nobility, public reaction to his
assassination was anger, not relief: his self-indulgence had been generally enjoyed after Tiberian austerity
and most of his named victims had been executed not capriciously, but for involvement in plots against him.
Moreover, Caligulas short reign (AD 37-41) is not historically insignificant. He formulated the plans for the
conquest of Britain; hisreign saw the first serious outbreak of anti-semitism in the Roman world; most
important of all, because of a complaisant Senate, he became the first emperor to enjoy almost unlimited
powers. The manner of his accession established a pattern that was to be repeated over the next four
centuries.

In Professor Barrett's view, the mystery of Caligulasreign is not why he descended into autocracy, but how
any intelligent Roman could have imagined a different outcome. To make an inexperienced young man,
brought up by aged and repressive guardians, master of the world was to court disaster. The autocracy of
Caligulaand of subsequent emperors was one of the Romans own making.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Having studied at the Universities of Oxford, Durham and Toronto, Anthony Barrett is currently Professor of
Classics at the University of British Columbiain Vancouver. He has written extensively in the field of
classical antiquity.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Edick:

Here thing why this particular Caligula: The Corruption of Power (Roman Imperial Biographies) are
different and reputable to be yours. First of al examining a book is good but it really depends in the content
than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Caligula: The Corruption of Power (Roman
Imperia Biographies) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no reserve that similar with Caligula: The Corruption of Power (Roman Imperial
Biographies). It givesyou thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened
in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere likein
recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficultiesin bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Caligula: The Corruption of Power (Roman Imperia Biographies) in e-
book can be your substitute.

Megan Snyder:

This Caligula: The Corruption of Power (Roman Imperial Biographies) are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Caligula: The Corruption of Power (Roman
Imperial Biographies) can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditionsin
the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Caligula: The Corruption of Power (Roman Imperial
Biographies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Rita Merritt:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Caligula: The Corruption of Power (Roman Imperial
Biographies) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Caligula:
The Corruption of Power (Roman Imperial Biographies) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.



Donna Solano:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Caligula: The Corruption of Power (Roman Imperial Biographies) when you essential it?
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