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What if we were all designed to be smarter than we actually are? That is the
premise of master science fiction novelist Poul Anderson's 1954 debut work,
Brain Wave. Unbeknown to its inhabitants, the solar system has for millions of
years been caught in a force field that has had the effect of supressing
intelligence. When in the course of normal galactic movement the solar system
breaks free of the force field that has held it in its sway for so long, gone are the
inhibiting effects and a remarkable change begins to sweep across the earth.

In fact, the entire world is turned upside-down and Anderson's novel is devoted
to detailing the sometimes surprising, sometimes chilling aftereffects of this
watershed event. In one of the novel's opening scenes, Archie Brock, a mentally
disabled man, finds himself suddenly awash in new kinds of thought as he
ponders the night sky. In another scene, a young boy on a summer break works
out the basic fundamental foundations of calculus before breakfast. Human life is
dramatically transformed, as people with IQs of 400 find themselves living
within social structures and institutions designed for people of considerably
lower intelligence. There are others who refuse to accept what has happened and
instead band together in a rebellion against the new order.

In another interesting twist, human relationships with other creatures on the
planet are likewise thrown into upheaval, as animals likewise rediscover their
native intelligence. Archie Brock, for instance, finds working on a farm with
intelligent animals a frustrating, comic and confounding experience, as some
animals band together and escape while others befriend their former masters.

Brain Wave is a fascinating "what if" novel and an exploration into the ways in
which human society is organized and the assumptions that are made about how
we value life. It is also a novel about equality and what happens when the
hierarchical structures that we know and arrange our lives by finally disappear.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Acclaimed science fiction writer Poul Anderson (1926-2001) was born in Bristol,
Pennsylvania. After earning a degree in physics from the University of
Minnesota, he moved to San Francisco where he lived with his wife and writing
partner, Karen.
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Anderson was a prolific writer with more than one hundred titles to his name. He
wrote from a unique position and point of view having a deep understanding of
science as well as a keen interest in Norse mythology. While Anderson had
written some fantasy novels, including The Broken Sword (1954), Three Hearts
and Three Lions (1961), and A Midsummer Tempest (1974), his reputation rests
primarily on the strength of his science fiction.

Anderson's first science fiction novel was the 1954 Brain Wave, and it is
considered by most to be a classic in the genre. Anderson liked to write series of
novels, including his popular Time Patrol works beginning with 1981's
Guardians of Time. He also wrote novellas and many short stories.

To his credit, Anderson has numerous science fiction awards including three
Nebula awards, seven Hugo awards and the SFWA Grand Master Award (1997).
But it is perhaps for the 1970 novel Tau Zero that Anderson will be best
remembered. Anderson's last novel, Genesis (2000), won the John W. Campbell
Memorial Award (2001) for best science fiction novel of the year.
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What if we were all designed to be smarter than we actually are? That is the premise of master science
fiction novelist Poul Anderson's 1954 debut work, Brain Wave. Unbeknown to its inhabitants, the solar
system has for millions of years been caught in a force field that has had the effect of supressing intelligence.
When in the course of normal galactic movement the solar system breaks free of the force field that has held
it in its sway for so long, gone are the inhibiting effects and a remarkable change begins to sweep across the
earth.

In fact, the entire world is turned upside-down and Anderson's novel is devoted to detailing the sometimes
surprising, sometimes chilling aftereffects of this watershed event. In one of the novel's opening scenes,
Archie Brock, a mentally disabled man, finds himself suddenly awash in new kinds of thought as he ponders
the night sky. In another scene, a young boy on a summer break works out the basic fundamental foundations
of calculus before breakfast. Human life is dramatically transformed, as people with IQs of 400 find
themselves living within social structures and institutions designed for people of considerably lower
intelligence. There are others who refuse to accept what has happened and instead band together in a
rebellion against the new order.

In another interesting twist, human relationships with other creatures on the planet are likewise thrown into
upheaval, as animals likewise rediscover their native intelligence. Archie Brock, for instance, finds working
on a farm with intelligent animals a frustrating, comic and confounding experience, as some animals band
together and escape while others befriend their former masters.

Brain Wave is a fascinating "what if" novel and an exploration into the ways in which human society is
organized and the assumptions that are made about how we value life. It is also a novel about equality and
what happens when the hierarchical structures that we know and arrange our lives by finally disappear.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Acclaimed science fiction writer Poul Anderson (1926-2001) was born in Bristol, Pennsylvania. After
earning a degree in physics from the University of Minnesota, he moved to San Francisco where he lived
with his wife and writing partner, Karen.

Anderson was a prolific writer with more than one hundred titles to his name. He wrote from a unique
position and point of view having a deep understanding of science as well as a keen interest in Norse
mythology. While Anderson had written some fantasy novels, including The Broken Sword (1954), Three
Hearts and Three Lions (1961), and A Midsummer Tempest (1974), his reputation rests primarily on the
strength of his science fiction.

Anderson's first science fiction novel was the 1954 Brain Wave, and it is considered by most to be a classic
in the genre. Anderson liked to write series of novels, including his popular Time Patrol works beginning
with 1981's Guardians of Time. He also wrote novellas and many short stories.

To his credit, Anderson has numerous science fiction awards including three Nebula awards, seven Hugo



awards and the SFWA Grand Master Award (1997). But it is perhaps for the 1970 novel Tau Zero that
Anderson will be best remembered. Anderson's last novel, Genesis (2000), won the John W. Campbell
Memorial Award (2001) for best science fiction novel of the year.
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Editorial Review

Review
''A masterpiece.'' --Larry Niven author of the Ringworld series and Fleet of Worldsseries

About the Author
POUL ANDERSON (1926-2001) was one of the most prolific and popular writers in science fiction. He won
the Hugo Award seven times and the Nebula Award three times, as well as many other awards, including the
Grand Master Award of the Science Fiction Writers of America for a lifetime of distinguished achievement.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ian Ashlock:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Brain Wave book because this book offers you
rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in
it you may already know.

Brian Pena:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Brain Wave
suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Brain
Waveis the main of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in
the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Johnny Rogowski:

You may spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Brain Wave is simple to create you
can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

June Hargrove:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just



watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Brain Wave which is having the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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