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During the civil rights era, Atlanta thought of itself as"The City Too Busy to
Hate," arare place in the South where the races lived and thrived together. Over
the course of the 1960s and 1970s, however, so many whites fled the city for the
suburbs that Atlanta earned a new nickname: "The City Too Busy Moving to
Hate."

In thisreappraisal of racial politics in modern America, Kevin Kruse explains the
causes and consequences of "white flight" in Atlanta and el sewhere. Seeking to
understand segregationists on their own terms, White Flight moves past simple
stereotypes to explore the meaning of white resistance. In the end, Kruse finds
that segregationist resistance, which failed to stop the civil rights movement,
neverthel ess managed to preserve the world of segregation and even perfect it in
subtler and stronger forms.

Challenging the conventional wisdom that white flight meant nothing more than
aliteral movement of whites to the suburbs, this book argues that it represented a
more important transformation in the political ideology of those involved. In a
provocative revision of postwar American history, Kruse demonstrates that
traditional elements of modern conservatism, such as hostility to the federal
government and faith in free enterprise, underwent important transformations
during the postwar struggle over segregation. Likewise, white resistance gave
birth to several new conservative causes, like the tax revolt, tuition vouchers, and
privatization of public services. Tracing the journey of southern conservatives
from white supremacy to white suburbia, Kruse locates the origins of modern
American politics.
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During the civil rights era, Atlanta thought of itself as"The City Too Busy to Hate," arare place in the South
where the races lived and thrived together. Over the course of the 1960s and 1970s, however, so many whites
fled the city for the suburbs that Atlanta earned a new nickname: "The City Too Busy Moving to Hate."

In thisreappraisal of racial politicsin modern America, Kevin Kruse explains the causes and consequences
of "white flight" in Atlanta and elsewhere. Seeking to understand segregationists on their own terms, White
Flight moves past simple stereotypes to explore the meaning of white resistance. In the end, Kruse finds that
segregationist resistance, which failed to stop the civil rights movement, nevertheless managed to preserve
the world of segregation and even perfect it in subtler and stronger forms.

Challenging the conventional wisdom that white flight meant nothing more than aliteral movement of whites
to the suburbs, this book argues that it represented a more important transformation in the political ideology
of those involved. In a provocative revision of postwar American history, Kruse demonstrates that traditional
elements of modern conservatism, such as hostility to the federal government and faith in free enterprise,
underwent important transformations during the postwar struggle over segregation. Likewise, white
resistance gave hirth to several new conservative causes, like the tax revalt, tuition vouchers, and
privatization of public services. Tracing the journey of southern conservatives from white supremacy to
white suburbia, Kruse locates the origins of modern American palitics.
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Editorial Review

Review

Ronald Brownstein, " American Prospect” American Prospect : In White Flight, a study of white
resistance to desegregation in Atlanta, Kruse produces a panoramic and engaging portrayal of the struggle
over desegregation.

Jeff Roche, " Journal of American History" Journal of American History : An ambitious, well-
researched, and interesting study, White Flight offers a provocative examination of the connections between
race and conservative palitics.

Jonathan Tilove, " Times-Picayune' Times-Picayune : Kruse presents a nuanced portrayal of the trends
that fostered the growth of the suburbs and the casting aside of racist demagoguery.

R. Claire Snyder, " New Palitical Science" New Political Science : White Flight provides adetailed yet
fascinating history of right-wing backlash against the civil rights movement that has relevance not only for
historians but also for political scientists. Kevin Kruse's study deserves awide reading.

Kristen O'Hare, " Urban History Review" Urban History Review : In his book, Kevin Kruse analyzes the
ideology accompanying white flight and its ongoing impact on American politics. . . . In abeautifully
written, clearly structured, and deeply researched narrative, Kruse lays out the historical processes that led to
the devel opment of modern conservatism.

Clay Risen, " Nashville Scene" Nashville Scene : Kruse's ultimate success lies in using history to answer
contemporary political questions, and without compromising his professiona standards.

From the Back Cover

"In his study of Atlanta over the last 60 years, Kevin Kruse convincingly describes the critical connections
between race, Sun Belt suburbanization, the rise of the new Republican majority. White Flight is a powerful
and compelling book that should be read by anyone interested in modern American politics and post-World
War |l urban history."--Dan Carter, University of South Carolina

"White Flight is a myth-shattering book. Focusing on the city that prided itself as 'too busy to hate,' Kevin
Kruse reveds the everyday ways that middle-class whites in Atlantaresisted civil rights, withdrew from the
public sphere, and in the process fashioned a new, grassroots, suburban-based conservatism. Thisimportant
book has national implications for our thinking about the links between race, suburbanization, and the rise of
the New Right."--Thomas J. Sugrue, Kahn Professor of History and Sociology, University of
Pennsylvania, author of The Origins of the Urban Crisis

"Thisisan imaginative work that ably treats an important subject. Kruse gets beyond and beneath Atlanta's



image as a place of racial moderation, the national center of the civil rights movement, and a seedbed of
black political power to reveal other simultaneous, important currents at work."--Clifford Kuhn, Georgia
State Univer sity

"Kevin Kruse recasts our understanding of the conservative resistance to the civil rights movement. Shifting
the spotlight from racial extremists to ordinary white urban dwellers, he shows that "white flight" to the
suburbs was among the most powerful social movements of our time. That movement not only reconfigured
the urban landscape, it also transformed political ideology, laying the groundwork for the rise of the New
Right and undermining the commitment of white Americans to the common good. No one can read this book
and come away believing that the politics of suburbia are colorblind."--Jacquelyn Hall, University of North
Caroalina, Chapéd Hill

About the Author
Kevin M. Kruse is a professor of history at Princeton University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Brian Nelson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guysthiskind of aren't like that. This White Flight: Atlanta and the Making of Modern Conservatism
(Politics and Society in Modern America) book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style.

Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with White Flight: Atlanta and the
Making of Modern Conservatism (Politics and Society in Modern America) content conveys the thought
easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different by means of it. So, do you even now thinking White Flight: Atlanta and the Making of Modern
Conservatism (Politics and Society in Modern America) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Edward Thompson:

The book White Flight: Atlanta and the Making of Modern Conservatism (Politics and Society in Modern
America) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
clarify theideais very unigue. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you.
The book White Flight: Atlanta and the Making of Modern Conservatism (Politics and Society in Modern
America) is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can a so get the e-book from your official web site, so
you can quickly to read the book.

Shar on Bedgood:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide White Flight: Atlanta and the Making of Modern Conservatism
(Politics and Saciety in Modern America) was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your



knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era
like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.

James Brown:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and White Flight: Atlanta and the Making of
Modern Conservatism (Politics and Society in Modern America) as well as others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes White Flight: Atlanta
and the Making of Maodern Conservatism (Politics and Society in Modern America) to make your spare time
far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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