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Opened to the public in 1910, McKim, Mead & White's Pennsylvania Station
featured a dramatic vaulted glass ceiling over its expansive main concourse and
was inspired in part by the Roman Baths of Caracalla, giving visitor and
commuter alike an experience of grandeur in entering and leaving the city. The
decision in 1962 to replace the old station and its subsequent demolition
ultimately proved to be key moments in the birth of the historical preservation
movement--a movement that came too late to save Penn Station itself. But during
this period one might on any given day of the week, have seen Peter Moore in the
station, carefully photographing the building and the process of its destruction,
even as above his head--and above the heads of the 200, 000 commuters who
transversed the station each day--cranes were beginning to take down what had
been one of the grandest public buildings of the twentieth century. Moore visited
the Station again and again between 1962 and 1966 to document its architectural
form as well as the drama of its ''unbuilding.'' The resulting photographs combine
compositionally elegant images of architectural form and details with haunting
pictures of glass and masonry stripped away from steel girders as the building is
progressively demolished.
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Opened to the public in 1910, McKim, Mead & White's Pennsylvania Station featured a dramatic vaulted
glass ceiling over its expansive main concourse and was inspired in part by the Roman Baths of Caracalla,
giving visitor and commuter alike an experience of grandeur in entering and leaving the city. The decision in
1962 to replace the old station and its subsequent demolition ultimately proved to be key moments in the
birth of the historical preservation movement--a movement that came too late to save Penn Station itself. But
during this period one might on any given day of the week, have seen Peter Moore in the station, carefully
photographing the building and the process of its destruction, even as above his head--and above the heads of
the 200, 000 commuters who transversed the station each day--cranes were beginning to take down what had
been one of the grandest public buildings of the twentieth century. Moore visited the Station again and again
between 1962 and 1966 to document its architectural form as well as the drama of its ''unbuilding.'' The
resulting photographs combine compositionally elegant images of architectural form and details with
haunting pictures of glass and masonry stripped away from steel girders as the building is progressively
demolished.
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Editorial Review

Review
...grand cathedral-like Pennsylvania Railroad Station was torn down…Moore documented that sad,
historically controversial process on large-format black-and-white film. -- Popular Photography, May 2001 -
-M.R.

Curiously, his most bracing images record the early stages of destruction, when commuters were moving
through unfazed… -- The New Yorker, April 9, 2001

The sequence and editing of photos…give[s] you a strong sense of something almost alive that is slowly
dying. -- Paris Photo, Summer 2001 --R.S.

…guaranteed to shock those who’ve only known the station’s undistinguished replacement. Peter Moore’s
light-filled paeans to preservation… -- New York Magazine, April 9, 2001

…the loss of the old station was a factor is the creation of the Landmarks Preservation Commission in 1965.
-- The New York Times, May 20, 2001

…ultimately, by allowing contemporary viewers to experience freshly that slow-motion tragedy, they
illustrate why New Yorker’s sense of loss endures... -- The New York Times Book Review, March 25, 2001 --
David W. Dunlap

About the Author
Peter Moore (1932-1993) began his career as assistant to the great industrial photographer O. Winston Link
in the 1950s and eventually became Senior Technical Editor of Modern Photography magazine from 1978-
1989. But he was best known for his photojournalism covering startling avant-garde performances that took
place beginning in the 1960s, such as Fluxus, happenings, and Judson Dance Theater. During more than 30
years of documenting these events Moore amassed an unparalleled archive of several hundred thousand
images, selections of which have been published and exhibited internationally. His photographs of the 4-year
demolition of New York's Pennsylvania Station, on the other hand, were unknown to the outside world
during his lifetime. This book represents thier first publication.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mamie Bostic:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Destruction of Penn
Station is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.



Vincent Johnson:

The particular book The Destruction of Penn Station will bring that you the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book
very acceptable to you. The book The Destruction of Penn Station is much recommended to you to study.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Joel Wall:

Beside this specific The Destruction of Penn Station in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close
to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The
Destruction of Penn Station because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Debra Davin:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book The Destruction of Penn Station we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book The Destruction of Penn Station. You can more
pleasing than now.
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