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Packed with more than a hundred color illustrations and a wide variety of puzzles
and brainteasers, Taking Sudoku Seriously uses this popular craze as the starting
point for a fun-filled introduction to higher mathematics.

How many Sudoku solution squares are there? What shapes other than three-by-
three blocks can serve as acceptable Sudoku regions? What is the fewest number
of starting clues a sound Sudoku puzzle can have? Does solving Sudoku require
mathematics? Jason Rosenhouse and Laura Taalman show that answering these
questions opens the door to a wealth of interesting mathematics. Indeed, they
show that Sudoku puzzles and their variants are a gateway into mathematical
thinking generally. Among many topics, the authors look at the notion of a Latin
square--an object of long-standing interest to mathematicians--of which Sudoku
squares are a special case; discuss how one finds interesting Sudoku puzzles;
explore the connections between Sudoku, graph theory, and polynomials; and
consider Sudoku extremes, including puzzles with the maximal number of vacant
regions, with the minimal number of starting clues, and numerous others. The
book concludes with a gallery of novel Sudoku variations--just pure solving fun!
Most of the puzzles are original to this volume, and all solutions to the puzzles
appear in the back of the book or in the text itself.

A math book and a puzzle book, Taking Sudoku Seriously will change the way
readers look at Sudoku and mathematics, serving both as an introduction to
mathematics for puzzle fans and as an exploration of the intricacies of Sudoku
for mathematics buffs.
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Packed with more than a hundred color illustrations and a wide variety of puzzles and brainteasers, Taking
Sudoku Seriously uses this popular craze as the starting point for a fun-filled introduction to higher
mathematics.

How many Sudoku solution squares are there? What shapes other than three-by-three blocks can serve as
acceptable Sudoku regions? What is the fewest number of starting clues a sound Sudoku puzzle can have?
Does solving Sudoku require mathematics? Jason Rosenhouse and Laura Taalman show that answering these
questions opens the door to a wealth of interesting mathematics. Indeed, they show that Sudoku puzzles and
their variants are a gateway into mathematical thinking generally. Among many topics, the authors look at
the notion of a Latin square--an object of long-standing interest to mathematicians--of which Sudoku squares
are a special case; discuss how one finds interesting Sudoku puzzles; explore the connections between
Sudoku, graph theory, and polynomials; and consider Sudoku extremes, including puzzles with the maximal
number of vacant regions, with the minimal number of starting clues, and numerous others. The book
concludes with a gallery of novel Sudoku variations--just pure solving fun! Most of the puzzles are original
to this volume, and all solutions to the puzzles appear in the back of the book or in the text itself.

A math book and a puzzle book, Taking Sudoku Seriously will change the way readers look at Sudoku and
mathematics, serving both as an introduction to mathematics for puzzle fans and as an exploration of the
intricacies of Sudoku for mathematics buffs.
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Editorial Review

Review

"While accessibly written, this book will be best appreciated by readers with experience in graduate-level
mathematics or research. Highly recommended for puzzle fanatics and those with an interest in
mathematics." -- Elizabeth Brown, Binghamton Univ. Library Journal

"Rosenhouse and Taalman successfully describe Sudoku from a research perspective; their descriptions and
analysis of solving strategies are both clear and detailed, and their strategies for creating classic puzzles and
variations are insightful. Highly recommended for puzzle fanatics and those with an interest in mathematics."
-- Library Journal

"Several insightful chapters describe how to generate good sudoku puzzles...Highly
recommended."--CHOICE

"The authors have produced a lovely addition to any budding or practiced mathematician's bookcase. Well-
presented and readable for both the novice and the maths expert, which is an admirable feat, this book is for
anyone with an interest, no matter how vague or intense, in Sudoku." -- Significance

About the Author

Jason Rosenhouse is Associate Professor of Mathematics at James Madison University and author of The
Monty Hall Problem: The Remarkable Story of Math's Most Contentious Brain Teaser.
Laura Taalman is Professor of Mathematics at James Madison University and co-founder of Brainfreeze
Puzzles. She is the author of Integrated Calculus and co-author of three books of original Sudoku puzzles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert McKay:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Taking Sudoku Seriously: The Math
Behind the World's Most Popular Pencil Puzzle will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence
if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you



bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited
book with you?

Sue Eldred:

Taking Sudoku Seriously: The Math Behind the World's Most Popular Pencil Puzzle can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Taking Sudoku Seriously: The Math Behind the World's Most Popular Pencil Puzzle yet doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it.
This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Norbert Walling:

Beside this Taking Sudoku Seriously: The Math Behind the World's Most Popular Pencil Puzzle in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Taking Sudoku Seriously: The Math Behind the World's
Most Popular Pencil Puzzle because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book
but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Wayne Joseph:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Taking Sudoku Seriously: The Math
Behind the World's Most Popular Pencil Puzzle.
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