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This in-depth discussion of New Testament scholarship and the challenges of
history as a whole proposes Bayes’s Theorem, which deals with probabilities
under conditions of uncertainty, as a solution to the problem of establishing
reliable historical criteria. The author demonstrates that valid historical
methods—not only in the study of Christian origins but in any historical
study—can be described by, and reduced to, the logic of Bayes’s Theorem.
Conversely, he argues that any method that cannot be reduced to this theorem is
invalid and should be abandoned.

Writing with thoroughness and clarity, the author explains Bayes’s Theorem in
terms that are easily understandable to professional historians and laypeople
alike, employing nothing more than well-known primary school math. He then
explores precisely how the theorem can be applied to history and addresses
numerous challenges to and criticisms of its use in testing or justifying the
conclusions that historians make about the important persons and events of the
past. The traditional and established methods of historians are analyzed using the
theorem, as well as all the major "historicity criteria" employed in the latest quest
to establish the historicity of Jesus. The author demonstrates not only the
deficiencies of these approaches but also ways to rehabilitate them using Bayes’s
Theorem.

Anyone with an interest in historical methods, how historical knowledge can be
justified, new applications of Bayes’s Theorem, or the study of the historical
Jesus will find this book to be essential reading.
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This in-depth discussion of New Testament scholarship and the challenges of history as a whole proposes
Bayes’s Theorem, which deals with probabilities under conditions of uncertainty, as a solution to the
problem of establishing reliable historical criteria. The author demonstrates that valid historical
methods—not only in the study of Christian origins but in any historical study—can be described by, and
reduced to, the logic of Bayes’s Theorem. Conversely, he argues that any method that cannot be reduced to
this theorem is invalid and should be abandoned.

Writing with thoroughness and clarity, the author explains Bayes’s Theorem in terms that are easily
understandable to professional historians and laypeople alike, employing nothing more than well-known
primary school math. He then explores precisely how the theorem can be applied to history and addresses
numerous challenges to and criticisms of its use in testing or justifying the conclusions that historians make
about the important persons and events of the past. The traditional and established methods of historians are
analyzed using the theorem, as well as all the major "historicity criteria" employed in the latest quest to
establish the historicity of Jesus. The author demonstrates not only the deficiencies of these approaches but
also ways to rehabilitate them using Bayes’s Theorem.

Anyone with an interest in historical methods, how historical knowledge can be justified, new applications of
Bayes’s Theorem, or the study of the historical Jesus will find this book to be essential reading.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[C]arefully exposes what happens when sound methodology meets biblical studies. . . . Proving History is a
brilliant lesson in the proper proportioning of belief to evidence. Even minimal attention to Bayesian
probability theory reveals just how much of Jesus scholarship confuses ‘possibly true’ with ‘probably true.’
The only miracle Richard Carrier has left to explain is why so few appreciate that extraordinary claims
require extraordinary support."
-Dr. Malcolm Murray, Author of The Atheist’s Primer

"Carrier applies his philosophical and historical training to maximum effect in outlining a case for the use of
Bayes’s Theorem in evaluating biblical claims. Even biblical scholars, who usually are not mathematically
inclined, may never look at the ‘historical Jesus’ the same way again."
-Dr. Hector Avalos, Professor of religious studies, Iowa State University, and author of , The End of Biblical
Studies

About the Author
Richard C. Carrier, an independent scholar with a doctorate in ancient history from Columbia University,
is the author of Why I Am Not a Christian: Four Conclusive Reasons to Reject the Faith; Not the Impossible
Faith: Why Christianity Didn’t Need a Miracle to Succeed; and Sense and Goodness without God: A Defense
of Metaphysical Naturalism. He has also contributed chapters to The End of Christianity, edited by John W.
Loftus; Sources of the Jesus Tradition: Separating History from Myth, edited by R. Joseph Hoffmann; The
Christian Delusion: Why Faith Fails, edited by John W. Loftus; and The Empty Tomb: Jesus beyond the
Grave, edited by Robert Price and Jeffery Lowder.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Benson:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Proving History: Bayes's Theorem and the Quest for
the Historical Jesus. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important the book Proving History: Bayes's Theorem and the Quest for the Historical Jesus.
You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to
the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's read.

Blake Westerman:

The book Proving History: Bayes's Theorem and the Quest for the Historical Jesus can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like
a book Proving History: Bayes's Theorem and the Quest for the Historical Jesus? Several of you have a



different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book Proving History: Bayes's Theorem and the Quest for the Historical
Jesus has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the
enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Marilyn Perez:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Proving History: Bayes's Theorem
and the Quest for the Historical Jesus can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these guides have than the others?

Alice Ressler:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Proving History: Bayes's Theorem and the
Quest for the Historical Jesus was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Proving History: Bayes's Theorem and the Quest for the Historical Jesus has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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