


Kiss the Dead: An Anita Blake, Vampire Hunter Novel

By Laurell K. Hamilton

Kiss the Dead: An Anita Blake, Vampire Hunter Novel By Laurell K. Hamilton

When a fifteen-year-old girl is abducted by vampires, it’s up to U.S. Marshal Anita Blake to find her. And
when she does, she’s faced with something she’s never seen before: a terrifyingly ordinary group of
people—kids, grandparents, soccer moms—all recently turned and willing to die to avoid serving a master.
And where there’s one martyr, there will be more…

But even vampires have monsters that they’re afraid of. And Anita is one of them…
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

A conversation with Charlaine Harris, best-selling author of Deadlocked, and Laurell K. Hamilton,
best-selling author of Kiss the Dead

Question: Did you ever imagine that your series would run as long as it has?

Charlaine Harris: I was just glad to sell the first book. It took two years of my agent sending it out to get a
bite. I never even dreamed that Sookie would be so popular, that I would find so much to say about her and
her world.

Laurell K. Hamilton:  No. I had over two hundred rejections for the first Anita Blake novel. They were the
nicest rejections, with editors suggesting other publishing houses to send it to, but they, themselves, couldn't
figure out how to market it. When I got that first three book contract, I remember thinking, "Well, at least I'll
get to write three of them." I actually did think I had at least ten books in Anita and her world, but I don't
think anyone can plan to write twenty-one novels in a series and still be excited about starting the twenty-
second.

Did you ever dream paranormal would be this hot?

LKH:  I remember being told that mixed genre didn't sell, before the term
paranormal became a genre. I was also told that no one wanted to read
about vampires. More than one editor told me that particular monster was
dead and gone. I thought there was life left in the old legends, but I never
saw this level of popularity coming.

CH:  Yes, even my agent didn't expect Dead Until Dark would be an easy sell, maybe especially since my
books contained a lot of humor. Vampires were passé, and books that crossed genres (Except for yours: I
think you had three or four books out when I wrote the first Sookie, and I was so glad to discover them!)
were called "unshelvable.’ I could never have anticipated shelves and shelves of cross-genre books.



Does fan response play a part in your planning process?

CH:  Not in the sense of changing plot direction in my novels. This is my story to tell, and I have to write it
the way I see it. But every now and then when reader response to a character is unexpectedly enthusiastic--or
the opposite--I'll take a second look at that character to see why he/she is coming across in a way I didn't
expect or anticipate.

LKH:  I don't change plot direction for fan reaction either. My story, my world, my books, my stuff, my
way. The only people who can change the direction of my novels are my characters. It's their life, after all, so
if they're really insistent on a different plot, then they win. I agree that reader response to a character can
make me puzzle over them more, but it doesn't usually change how often the character is on stage, or how
big their role is, because weirdly if the fans are interested, then I'm already intrigued. Best example is
Edward who started out as this cold blooded assassin, almost a bad guy, and now he's one of Anita's best
friends, and he's a U. S. Marshal. So, not what I had planned for him.

Have you ever had a character totally surprise you with their choices?

LKH:  A lot of my characters have minds of their own. Edward went away on his own and got himself
engaged to a woman with two children from her first marriage. Edward-- assassin, ex-military, current police
officer, taking a six-year-old to ballet lessons with all the other moms both amuses and hurts my head.
Anita's love life went into a completely different direction than I'd ever anticipated. I so didn't see Anita
dating this many men, or being in love with more than one man, and having everyone she loved okay with
that.

CH:  I've discovered some surprising things about my characters as I wrote them. I know that their minds are
really my mind, but sometimes it doesn't feel that way. It's like knowing a character has a secret (I'm thinking
of Bill), and then suddenly realizing what that secret is. I was genuinely aghast. Sometimes my creative brain
thinks a lot faster than my conscious brain. And it's certainly a lot more devious.

How do you keep a world with paranormal elements credible?



CH:  I anchored my skewed world with real-life elements. Sookie has to pay her bills, she has to do her
laundry, and she has family obligations. My vampires buy their clothes at the mall. My werewolf runs a
surveying business. One of my fairies works in customer service at a department store. Readers seem to
enjoy the fact that no matter what creature you may be, there's a process of surviving that has to be gone
through; but there's all these other elements that make that process so different.

LKH:  I make sure any real life facts are as real and well-researched as possible. Because I'm asking people
to believe in vampires, wereanimals, and zombies, I need to make sure the guns, cars, and real crime are as
realistic as possible. Once a reader catches me wrong in an area where they are expert they won't believe my
monsters are real. But I have found if I'm right on the hard facts even experts will let me fudge, or take that
next fantastic leap, because I've proven myself by laying the foundation of reality to make my leap into the
unknown.

Do people ever expect you to be your characters?

LKH:  If I had known people would get confused between fiction and fact I'd have made Anita look less like
me, but it just never occurred to me that there would be a problem. I've had fans want to know what weapons
I'm carrying. They assume all the men are based on real people, and they aren't. I don't actually base
characters on real people. Since I can't lighten Anita's hair, I've lightened my own and I get less fan
confusion. I've had fans ask for the phone numbers of the men and get angry when I tried to explain I
couldn't give them the contact info for a fictional character.

CH:  Ha! Well, I'm much older and rounder than Sookie, so I'm definitely no stand-in for Sookie. In fact,
readers who have never met me before are usually astonished when they meet me; so were the actors on True
Blood. Some of my readers who came to me after watching True Blood get the characters in the books sort of
conflated with the actors who play them on television. In their minds, Alexander Skarsgard IS Eric, Stephen
Moyer IS Bill. It can lead to some confusing questions when I'm at signings.

What scenes in your novels are the most fun for you to write? Action? Sex? Relationship drama?

CH:  All of those are fun, depending on the outcome! But I have to say, I love to write a good fight scene. I
find the "relationship" scenes a challenge. When people talk about their relationships, it's a messy
conversation. People aren't too articulate about their innermost feelings. And such conversations don't
proceed in a linear way, but jag back and forth as each speaker voices the issues that are most important to
that person. So it's hard to make sound realistic, coherent, and yet condense such a conversation enough to
make it tolerable.

LKH:  It depends on my mood. Sometimes a good fight scene can be very therapeutic, and give a productive
outlet for negative emotions. The more people involved in the action the more complex the fight
choreography can become, and that can be a challenge, and slow down the emotional content for me. I enjoy
doing sex scenes, but they are a different kind of challenge. On a day when I can get in the mood for the
scene, they’re great, but on a day when real life interferes, it’s a bit like real sex. It’s hard to concentrate on it
when you have too many interruptions from the non-sexy side of your life. I guess that’s true of all writing,
though, too many interruptions disrupt the process in general. The biggest challenge for the sex scenes is that
sex is a very personal and individual activity, so I have the same girl involved, but different men and I want



each man’s style to be unique. Relationship drama? Yuck, can I just say, yuck again? This kind of drama
isn’t fun in real life and the only thing that makes fictional relationship drama tolerable is that it’s fictional,
and I’m not having to endure it in my real life, but other than that it sucks just as much. It also tends to
complicate my life as a writer, because almost nothing screws up a story arc like relationship choices, though
I have had action scenes go so differently from what I’d planned that an entire third of a book had to be
thrown out. It was a better book for it, but still, near deadline that was hard.

What’s the hardest thing about writing such a long running series?

LKH:  The beginning of the book is easy, because you always want that to be interesting and lure in both old
and new readers. It’s the middle of the book that becomes more complicated. As a writer you always have to
think that you may have brand new readers picking up your book, so you have to explain the characters, the
world, everything, but you don’t want to over explain to the long time readers. The other problem with a
series is that each book needs to stand alone as much as possible, but you also want character growth and
world development from novel to novel, so again, it’s a balancing act. I make sure that each opening is
different enough that you won’t be left wondering, did I read that already. It’s an issue I’ve had with other
series that I read. It gets very challenging when you get in double digits to make everything fresh, but
familiar. I’m lucky that I’m still discovering new things about Anita, Jean-Claude, Edward, Nathaniel,
everyone, and the world continues to grow and surprise me. My fictional world is like the real one, I never
know quite what’s coming next.

CH: The hardest thing is keeping track of previous developments and details. My memory just wasn't up to
it, and I had to hire someone (the fabulous Victoria Koski). When you create a world, there are a thousand
small things that make it credible, and it's easier than you'd think to forget whether someone is a werefox or a
werelynx, or whether it's still daytime during the narrative or if you've passed into darkness. I think it's
important to catch as many little errors as you can, so readers don't get yanked out of the world. I'm not the
kind of reader who notices, but there are many readers who do.
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Review
"Hamilton remains one of the most inventive and exciting writers in the paranormal field."

"[A] wildly popular paranormal series."

“Long before Stephenie Meyer’s Twilight series and Charlaine Harris’s Sookie Stackhouse novels, [there
was] sexy, strong-willed vampire hunter Anita Blake.”



About the Author
Laurell K. Hamilton is a full-time writer. She lives in a suburb of St. Louis with her family. Visit her website
at www.laurellkhamilton.org.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Fulghum:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Kiss
the Dead: An Anita Blake, Vampire Hunter Novel? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Paul Mendosa:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Kiss the Dead: An Anita Blake, Vampire
Hunter Novel is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Dina Hirsch:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want experience happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Kiss
the Dead: An Anita Blake, Vampire Hunter Novel is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Harold Young:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Kiss the Dead: An Anita Blake, Vampire
Hunter Novel.
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