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"An extraordinary volume that provides nothing less than a detailed cognitive
mapping of the terrain for everyone who wants to engage in radical
politics."—Slavoj Žižek, author of Living in the End Times

“Keywords for Radicals recognizes that language is both a weapon and terrain of
struggle, and that all of us committed to changing our social and material reality,
to making a world justice-rich and oppression-free, cannot drop words such as
‘democracy,’ ‘occupation,’ ‘colonialism,’ ‘race,’ ‘sovereignty,’ or ‘love’ without
a fight. —Robin D. G. Kelley, author of Freedom Dreams: The Black Radical
Imagination

"From its thought-provoking Introduction though its energizing accounts of the
tensions underlying our most prized concepts, Keywords for Radicals will be
indispensable to any scholar or activist who is serious about critique and
change."—Stephen Duncombe, editor of Cultural Resistance Reader

“A primer for a new era of political protest.” —Jack Halberstam, author of
Female Masculinity

“This keywords upgrade puts powerful weapons into revolutionaries' hands.
Unexpected entries expand into new terrain.… Indispensable.” —Jodi Dean,
author of The Communist Horizon

In Keywords (1976), Raymond Williams devised a "vocabulary" that reflected
the vast social transformations of the post-war period. He revealed how these
transformations could be grasped by investigating changes in word usage and
meaning. Keywords for Radicals—part homage, part development—asks: What
vocabulary might illuminate the social transformations marking our own
contested present? How do these words define the imaginary of today's radical
left?

With insights from dozens of scholars and troublemakers, Keywords for Radicals
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explores the words that shape our political landscape. Each entry highlights a
term's contested variations, traces its evolving usage, and speculates about what
its historical mutations can tell us. More than a glossary, this is a crucial study of
the power of language and the social contradictions hidden within it.

Contributors include Patrick Bond, Silvia Federici, John Bellamy Foster, Joy
James, Ilan Pappé, Justin Podur, Nina Power, Mab Segrest, and over forty others.

Kelly Fritsch is a Banting Postdoctoral Fellow in Women's and Gender Studies
at the University of Toronto.
Clare O'Connor is a doctoral student in Communication at the University of
Southern California.
A.K. Thompson teaches social theory at Fordham University in New York.
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"From its thought-provoking Introduction though its energizing accounts of the tensions underlying our most
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“A primer for a new era of political protest.” —Jack Halberstam, author of Female Masculinity

“This keywords upgrade puts powerful weapons into revolutionaries' hands. Unexpected entries expand into
new terrain.… Indispensable.” —Jodi Dean, author of The Communist Horizon

In Keywords (1976), Raymond Williams devised a "vocabulary" that reflected the vast social transformations
of the post-war period. He revealed how these transformations could be grasped by investigating changes in
word usage and meaning. Keywords for Radicals—part homage, part development—asks: What vocabulary
might illuminate the social transformations marking our own contested present? How do these words define
the imaginary of today's radical left?

With insights from dozens of scholars and troublemakers, Keywords for Radicals explores the words that
shape our political landscape. Each entry highlights a term's contested variations, traces its evolving usage,
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Podur, Nina Power, Mab Segrest, and over forty others.

Kelly Fritsch is a Banting Postdoctoral Fellow in Women's and Gender Studies at the University of Toronto.
Clare O'Connor is a doctoral student in Communication at the University of Southern California.
A.K. Thompson teaches social theory at Fordham University in New York.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Kelly Fritsch: Kelly Fritsch researches, writes, and teaches about biopolitics, disability, technoscience,
feminist theory, and anti-capitalist struggles. She is a Banting Postdoctoral Fellow in Women and Gender
Studies and the Technoscience Research Unit at the University of Toronto. Her work appears in Briarpatch
Magazine; Foucault Studies; Health, Culture, and Society; and Disability Studies Quarterly. Between 2008
and 2012, she served on the Editorial Committee of Upping The Anti: A Journal of Theory and Action,.
Clare O’Connor is a Los Angeles-based writer and activist. She is a doctoral student in Communication at
the University of Southern California, and is former Coordinator of the Public Interest Research Group at the
University of Toronto and co-founder of Toronto-based activist training program Tools for Change. Her
publications include the chapter "What Moves Us Now? The Contradictions of 'Community'" in Whose
Streets? The Toronto G20 and the Challenges of Summit Protest and contributions to Briarpatch Magazine.
Between 2008 and 2012, she served on the Editorial Committee of Upping The Anti: A Journal of Theory
and Action,.
AK Thompson got kicked out of high school in 1992 for publishing an underground newspaper called The
Agitator and has been an activist, writer, and social theorist ever since. Currently teaching social theory at
Fordham University, his publications include Black Bloc, White Riot: Anti-Globalization and the Genealogy
of Dissent (2010) and Sociology for Changing the World: Social Movements/Social Research (2006).
Between 2005 and 2012, he served on the Editorial Committee of Upping The Anti: A Journal of Theory and
Action.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Gilbert:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Keywords for Radicals: The Contested Vocabulary of Late-
Capitalist Struggle can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Otto Tejeda:

This Keywords for Radicals: The Contested Vocabulary of Late-Capitalist Struggle is great e-book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we
can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Keywords for Radicals: The Contested Vocabulary of Late-Capitalist Struggle



in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve
that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Loretta Yoder:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
also you know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this
Keywords for Radicals: The Contested Vocabulary of Late-Capitalist Struggle.

Marvis Byrnes:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Keywords for Radicals: The Contested Vocabulary of
Late-Capitalist Struggle to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you
to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Keywords for Radicals: The Contested
Vocabulary of Late-Capitalist Struggle can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of their time.
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