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Did you know that barrio is a term for a Chicano neighborhood, and that some of
the oldest barrios can be found in major U.S. cities, like Los Angeles, Chicago,
El Paso, and San Antonio? Or that menudo is actually a soup-type dish made
with tripe, the stomach lining of a cow, and typically eaten early in the morning
after big holiday celebrations to cure a hangover?
Chicano Folklore is replete with such interesting and often surprising facts about
Mexican American culture. Even before the United States-Mexican War in 1848,
when 80,000 Spanish-Mexican-Indian people suddenly became inhabitants of the
United States, people of Spanish and Mexican descent had a rich and unique
culture in what is now the American southwest. Understanding Chicano folklore,
or the customs, rituals, and traditional cultural forms that Mexican Americans
share, is extremely significant to comprehending the Chicano experience.
Chicano Folklore is the first reference book to focus wholly on this subject. From
burrito (literally little burro or little donkey) to zoot suit (a style of suit worn by
Mexican Americans, African Americans, and Filipino Americans during the
1930s and 1940s), the dictionary's more than 225 in-depth passages thoroughly
explain the meaning and background of each cultural term. We learn about the
music, religious practices, food, and key historical and mythical figures that
make Chicano folklore so vibrant.
The detailed, immensely informative passages of Chicano Folklore will entertain
and educate anyone interested in understanding Chicano culture and the colorful
impact it has had on America as a whole.
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Did you know that barrio is a term for a Chicano neighborhood, and that some of the oldest barrios can be
found in major U.S. cities, like Los Angeles, Chicago, El Paso, and San Antonio? Or that menudo is actually
a soup-type dish made with tripe, the stomach lining of a cow, and typically eaten early in the morning after
big holiday celebrations to cure a hangover?
Chicano Folklore is replete with such interesting and often surprising facts about Mexican American culture.
Even before the United States-Mexican War in 1848, when 80,000 Spanish-Mexican-Indian people suddenly
became inhabitants of the United States, people of Spanish and Mexican descent had a rich and unique
culture in what is now the American southwest. Understanding Chicano folklore, or the customs, rituals, and
traditional cultural forms that Mexican Americans share, is extremely significant to comprehending the
Chicano experience. Chicano Folklore is the first reference book to focus wholly on this subject. From
burrito (literally little burro or little donkey) to zoot suit (a style of suit worn by Mexican Americans, African
Americans, and Filipino Americans during the 1930s and 1940s), the dictionary's more than 225 in-depth
passages thoroughly explain the meaning and background of each cultural term. We learn about the music,
religious practices, food, and key historical and mythical figures that make Chicano folklore so vibrant.
The detailed, immensely informative passages of Chicano Folklore will entertain and educate anyone
interested in understanding Chicano culture and the colorful impact it has had on America as a whole.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This inclusive lexicon offers terms associated with the Chicano population and its history, experiences, and
customs, though the focus is on Mexican Americans who came of age in the 1960s in the Southwest. The
entries, which combine English and Spanish terminology, include definitions, commentary, and citations to
Chicano folk narratives, arts, folk drama, and popular culture as well as the broad cultural studies already
available. These entries give context to expressive behaviors and artifacts (urban tales, dance steps, joke
cycles, dress fads, folk remedies, spiritual beliefs, holidays, foods, etc.) as well as words that have been
absorbed into everyday English (burrito, coyote, frijoles, tamales, Los Lobos, etc.). Castro, a librarian at the
University of Oregon, derived her material from scholarly studies authored principally by Chicanos and
recognized scholars, including such notables as Mark Glazer, Aurelio Espinoza Jr., and Americo Paredes.
This work complements such reliable sources as Michael Heisley's An Annotated Bibliography of Chicano
Folklore from the Southwestern United States (1977) and Olga Najera-Ramirez's Greater Mexican Folklore
in the United States: An Annotated Bibliography (1987), both older books. This excellent volume will find
an audience with folklorists, scholars, regionalists, and library researchers and will likely become
indispensable for both educators and students.DR.K. Burns, Hatboro, PA
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
For the student, teacher, librarian, historian, storyteller, or researcher seeking details about Latino lore, this
book provides 228 alphabetically arranged entries on literature, drama, media, art, society, religion,
medicine, and history. Coverage includes the most common topics--"La Bamba," Cinco de Mayo,
Quetzalcoatl, Tejanos, Tinwork--alongside less common terms, such as Curanderismo (healing), Palomilla
(group of friends), Sobador (masseuse), and an entry for Teresa Urrea, a psychic and healer. A five-page
introduction differentiates between Chicanos and Mexicanos and clears up misconceptions that folk culture
is solely the province of the primitive peasant.

The text appears in clear fonts that pair roman with italic type for frequent citations and terms in Spanish,
which Castro translates. She offers no pronunciation guides, which would benefit an English-speaking
audience. Page layout is pleasant and easy on the eye. Cross-referencing and end-of-entry sources are
balanced and proportional. Illustration is adequate, including black-and-white photographs and drawings as
well as a spectacular, crayon-bright cover featuring a painting of a present-day couple contemplating La
Virgen de Guadalupe.

Castro lacks the succinctness and punch of an experienced writer. Her diction and rhetoric are muddled;
paragraphs are overlong. However, she makes up for rhetorical faults with an enthusiasm and expertise in a
wide range of examples, language quirks, and data that appear to spring from extensive reading in primary
sources. In entries such as La Leyenda Negra and La Llorona, she is particularly adept at dispelling false or
overly hasty assumptions about Chicano culture. The 56 pages of back matter offer an impressive
bibliography and meticulous indexing. The lack of Internet sites is a puzzling omission.

Overall, this useful dictionary presents basic concepts in an attractive, reasonably priced compendium. Its
appearance at this peak moment in multicultural education should please purchasers seeking timely,
informative reference materials that suit the needs of the general reader and student as well as the expert. The
dictionary should satisfy the most discriminating researcher and find a place on shelves of public, school,

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


and university libraries as well as in the collections of purveyors and performers of world and Chicano
folklore. RBB
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"This inclusive lexicon offers terms associated with the Chicano population and its history, experiences, and
customs....The entries which combine English and Spanish terminology, include definitions, commentary,
and citations to Chicano folk narratives, arts, folk drama, and popular culture....These entries give context to
expressive behaviors and artifacts... as well as words that have been absorbed into everyday
English."--Library Journal

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Faye Wilson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Chicano
Folklore: A Guide to the Folktales, Traditions, Rituals and Religious Practices of Mexican Americans?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Charles Anderson:

Here thing why that Chicano Folklore: A Guide to the Folktales, Traditions, Rituals and Religious Practices
of Mexican Americans are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Chicano Folklore: A
Guide to the Folktales, Traditions, Rituals and Religious Practices of Mexican Americans giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar
with Chicano Folklore: A Guide to the Folktales, Traditions, Rituals and Religious Practices of Mexican
Americans. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of Chicano Folklore: A Guide to the Folktales, Traditions, Rituals and Religious Practices of
Mexican Americans in e-book can be your choice.

Eric Green:

The reserve untitled Chicano Folklore: A Guide to the Folktales, Traditions, Rituals and Religious Practices
of Mexican Americans is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book



content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to
your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Chicano Folklore: A Guide to the
Folktales, Traditions, Rituals and Religious Practices of Mexican Americans from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Edward Sullivan:

You will get this Chicano Folklore: A Guide to the Folktales, Traditions, Rituals and Religious Practices of
Mexican Americans by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to
be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by
means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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