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This comparative history of political thought examines what the Western and
Islamic approaches to politics had in common and where they diverged. The
book considers how various ancient and medieval thought-patterns did or did not
lead to modern developments; and how sacred monarchy, the legitimacy of the
state, and the role of the people were looked upon in each culture. The author
focuses on the period from the rise of Islam to the European Reformation, but his
analysis extends to the main genres of political thought up to the present. He
argues that until the mid-eleventh century, Europe, Islam, and the Byzantine
world had more in common than is commonly thought. What made the West
different was the papal revolution of the late eleventh century, Europe's twelfth-
century 'renaissance', and the gradual secularization of political thought which
followed. At the same time, Islam, after an early blossoming, interpreted its own
revelation more and more narrowly. This volume throws light on why the West
and Islam each developed their own particular kind of approach to government,
politics and the state, and on why these are so different.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Antony Black is Professor Emeritus in the History of Political Thought, School of Humanities, University of
Dundee.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Hernandez:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book The West and Islam Religion and Political Thought in
World History seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide The West and Islam Religion and Political Thought in
World History is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together
with the book The West and Islam Religion and Political Thought in World History. You never really feel
lose out for everything when you read some books.

Leslie Babcock:

The reserve with title The West and Islam Religion and Political Thought in World History has a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Francis Garcia:

The particular book The West and Islam Religion and Political Thought in World History has a lot info on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Blanche Jackson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know



everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication The West and Islam Religion and Political Thought in World History was
filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which
you wanted.
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