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Mark's solo camping trip in the desert turns into a terrifying and thrilling odyssey
when a mysterious beam of light transports him to another time on what appears
to be another planet. As Mark searches for a pathway back to his own time on
Earth, he must make a new life in a new world. His encounters with primitive
tribes bring the joy of human bonds, but violence and war as well--and, finally, a
contest in which he discovers his own startling powers.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Gary Paulsen, author of several books of high adventure and survival--including the Newbery Honor winners
Dogsong, Hatchet, and The Winter Room--this time brings readers a science fiction tale reminiscent of
Planet of the Apes. The Transall Saga follows 13-year-old Mark on his first solo desert camping trip. After
stepping into a mysterious beam of light, Mark is transported to another place--a strange and hostile world.
As Mark tries to find his way back home, he learns to survive in this dangerous jungle, calling on reserves of
strength he didn't know he had. Encountering wild creatures, primitive tribes, and a more advanced and
warlike group of humans, the young protagonist is forced to grow up before he can return to the life he once
knew. In the process, he becomes a slave, a warrior, and falls in love--all before the mystery of exactly where
he is becomes clear.

As an adventure story and coming-of-age tale, The Transall Saga makes for gripping reading. While the
account of Mark carving a new life in a place both strangely familiar and totally alien is cleverly imagined,
the science fiction elements are, unfortunately, not nearly as well thought out. Still, fans of Paulsen's other
works will find much to enjoy here, including vivid characters, exotic locations, and feral beasts that will not
soon be forgotten. (Ages 10 to 15) --Neil Roseman

From Publishers Weekly
Mysteriously transported to a strange place and time, 13-year-old Mark learns to survive. "Paulsen works his
magic with another wilderness adventure yarn," said PW in a starred review. Ages 10-up. (Oct.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-7AIn this rare venture into middle-grade science fiction, Paulsen catapults a modern teenager
several thousand years into a future in which mutated humans are just beginning to recover from a
worldwide plague. Hiking alone, Mark falls into a time warp and wakes up in a jungle inhabited by strange,
almost-familiar creatures. As he uses makeshift methods to survive and searches for the roving warp, he
encounters successively more civilized, web-footed people, and works his way, as years pass, up from slave
to respected warrior. After fighting a war leader known as "The Merkon" (get it? Merkon? American?), who
turns out to be a convict from his own era, Mark leads the tyrant's army away from his friends and fianc?e
before the warp snatches him back and drops him in a 1990s mall. He becomes a doctor, dedicated to finding
a cure for Ebola. As Paulsen fans will expect, Mark's efforts at solo survival are engrossingly credible-funny
and disgusting at times, too-but the characters are only a bit less typecast than the cultures in which they live,
and the violent, contrivance-ridden plot demands readers as uncritical as a protagonist who can, in all
seriousness, conclude that "in this world, war and killing weren't a part of life, they were life" (whatever that
means). It's a thin bit of storytelling, but a quick read, divided into very short chapters and lit by flickers of
the old Paulsen magic.AJohn Peters, New York Public Library
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Payne:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you



lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Transall Saga is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Larry Tatro:

The publication untitled The Transall Saga is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The
Transall Saga from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Gwendolyn Mullins:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Transall Saga, you can
enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Joseph Mesta:

Beside this particular The Transall Saga in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Transall Saga because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from right now!
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