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This book explores the theoretical issues, empirical evidence, and normative
debates elicited by the concept of multi-level governance (MLG). The concept is
a useful descriptor of decision-making processes that involve the simultaneous
mobilization of public authorities at different jurisdictional levels as well as that
of non-governmental organizations and social movements. It has become
increasingly relevant with the weakening of territorial state power and
effectiveness and the increase in international interdependencies which serve to
undermine conventional governmental processes. This book moves towards the
construction of a theory of multi-level governance by defining the analytical
contours of this concept, identifying the processes that can uniquely be denoted
by it, and discussing the normative issues that are raised by its diffusion,
particularly in the European Union.

It is divided into three parts, each meeting a specific challenge--theoretical,
empirical, normative. It focuses on three analytical dimensions: multi-level
governance as political mobilization (politics), as authoritative decision-making
(policy), and as state restructuring (polity). Three policy areas are investigated in
vindicating the usefulness of MLG as a theoretical and empirical concept--
cohesion, environment, higher education--with particular reference to two
member-states: the UK and Germany. Finally, both the input and output
legitimacy of multi-level governance decisions and arrangements and its
contribution to EU democracy are discussed. As a loosely-coupled policy-making
arrangement, MLG is sufficiently structured to secure coordination among public
and private actors at different jurisdictional levels, yet sufficiently flexible to
avoid "joint decision traps". This balance is obtained at the cost of increasingly
blurred boundaries between public and private actors and a change in the
established hierarchies between territorial jurisdictions.
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This book explores the theoretical issues, empirical evidence, and normative debates elicited by the concept
of multi-level governance (MLG). The concept is a useful descriptor of decision-making processes that
involve the simultaneous mobilization of public authorities at different jurisdictional levels as well as that of
non-governmental organizations and social movements. It has become increasingly relevant with the
weakening of territorial state power and effectiveness and the increase in international interdependencies
which serve to undermine conventional governmental processes. This book moves towards the construction
of a theory of multi-level governance by defining the analytical contours of this concept, identifying the
processes that can uniquely be denoted by it, and discussing the normative issues that are raised by its
diffusion, particularly in the European Union.

It is divided into three parts, each meeting a specific challenge--theoretical, empirical, normative. It focuses
on three analytical dimensions: multi-level governance as political mobilization (politics), as authoritative
decision-making (policy), and as state restructuring (polity). Three policy areas are investigated in
vindicating the usefulness of MLG as a theoretical and empirical concept--cohesion, environment, higher
education--with particular reference to two member-states: the UK and Germany. Finally, both the input and
output legitimacy of multi-level governance decisions and arrangements and its contribution to EU
democracy are discussed. As a loosely-coupled policy-making arrangement, MLG is sufficiently structured
to secure coordination among public and private actors at different jurisdictional levels, yet sufficiently
flexible to avoid "joint decision traps". This balance is obtained at the cost of increasingly blurred boundaries
between public and private actors and a change in the established hierarchies between territorial jurisdictions.
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Editorial Review

Review
Simona Piattoni's book offers an exceptional innovative insight for the development of theorising multi-level
governance ... The highlight of this book is the development of a multidimensional framework of analysis of
multi-level governance theorisation. This makes it an innovative and valuable contribution to the further
completion of multi-level governance theory. To capture the distinctiveness of multi-level governance in
simultaneously theoretical, empirical and normative terms, the author uses an ambitious yet successful
approach. Hence, it deserves more attention and should provoke serious debate and further research in this
field. Jing Pan, Political Studies Review

About the Author

Simona Piattoni is Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Trento, Italy, where she
teaches Comparative Politics, European Politics and Local Government. She is member of the Executive
Committee of the European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR), and the Conference Group on Italian
Politics and Society (CONGRIPS) and sits on the editorial boards of the European Journal of Political
Research, Regional and Federal Studies, European Political Studies, Rivista Italiana di Scienza Politica, and
Meridiana.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

Here thing why that The Theory of Multi-Level Governance: Conceptual, Empirical, and Normative
Challenges are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends
in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Theory of Multi-Level
Governance: Conceptual, Empirical, and Normative Challenges giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Theory of
Multi-Level Governance: Conceptual, Empirical, and Normative Challenges. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The
Theory of Multi-Level Governance: Conceptual, Empirical, and Normative Challenges in e-book can be your
alternate.

Lanell Sessions:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the



e-book untitled The Theory of Multi-Level Governance: Conceptual, Empirical, and Normative Challenges
can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Gary Jensen:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes. People is
human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time coming
to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your
alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually The Theory of Multi-Level
Governance: Conceptual, Empirical, and Normative Challenges.

Corey Cook:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Theory of Multi-Level
Governance: Conceptual, Empirical, and Normative Challenges, you could enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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